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HOn mOt thD kO tr00c, d0u mua Béng nam 1897, mit c6 bé tdm tuli nghiém chinh dln hii cha:

- Ba 0i, 6ng Santa Claus (6ng gia Noel) c6 thiOt khéng?

Cau hli din gil n nhi ng lam Tid n sT Phillip O'Hanlon khéng bil t cach trd 10i. Ong hi i ¢ con
gai Laura VOginia O'Hanlon mOi hOc I0p ba cla minh:

- TOisao con I0i hOi nhO vOy?

-Viblnclaconl trl0ng ndi la 6ng Santa Claus khéng c6 that.

Ba co bé Laura VOginia ddm chiéu suy nght. Ong hilu c6 bé khéng con qua ngay thi di tin t0t
cl nhOng diDu ngO0i 10N néi ma khéng suy lul n, nhi ng éng cling khéng mul n lam tan bil n th
gili hOn nhién cla con. Sau cung 6ng tr0 10i:

- Ba dl nghl con nén viltthD hiibao "New York Sun" (mitt0 bao cé uy tin 0 khu nha giau
Manhattan n0i til ng ca New York, ndi bé VO ginia chao dii). NOu hD bUo la Santa Claus c6 thOt
thi con khdng con phli nghi ngl thi ¢ mOc gi nda.

"ThicmOcl0n"cla mitcé nhl tam tulilam Virginia ngdi vao ban hic, vilt mOt cai thO ngdn co
cau hii quan tring "Ong gia Noel cé thit hay khong?" glii d0n t0 New York Sun. Céi th ngin
chIm ditbOng mOt sO khOn cOu "xin vui Idbng noi cho chau bilt sU thOt"

NgOOi thd ky toa soln mO cai thO mOng dinh c6 nét ch con nit ra, va vi th khéng cé tén ngdli
nhOn cO thO, édng Francis Church, ngli0i chOu tradch nhidm bai vO c0a t0 bao phiitrd 10i cau hli
r0t d0n gi0n ma khong mOt nglOi I0n nao co6 thd lam hai long ¢ ngl0ithdc mOcil0n ngOOi tr0
0.
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Luc diu, 6ng Francis muln trd 10i b0ng sO thdt cho cd bé tam tuli ky tén trén tho 1a Virginia
bilt la Santa Claus chi la mOt bi0u t00ng trong huyl n tholi, d00c ngl0il0n ding Ién d0 muln
tr0 con ngoan hin, va c6 mitthd gilitulithO thOtsO hOn nhién, ém d0m. cé thém nil m tin 0
cullc sing rong minh c sOng t0t dlp thi sO d00c din bu x0ng dang.

NhOng rdi 6ng Francis nh0 I0i thdi gian nOi chiln c0a MO (American Civil War 1861-1865) gil a
mO0i mOt Ti0Du bang midn Nam c6 nhilu né I0 da den nhit n00c MO vOi nhO ng tilu bang con I0i.
Thii gian d6é khéng nhing nd0c MO chd thilt hOivO tai sOn va nhan ming cla cl hai sc dan di
cl t0 Au Chau va Phi Chau, ma hy vl ng va nil m tin cting khong con. Ong hillu nilm tin quy vé
cung, co nilm tin ngd0i ta ¢é thl lam di0c nhilu thO t00ng nhO qua sic minh. HOn nla, 6ng
muln c6 bé Virginia nao dé kéo dai dill c thém nil m tin thanh thil n it nhOt [a thém mit nam
nda, vacéd dilic nilm clm hing cho ¢l culc dlitrd0c mitcla cé. Bbi khivi lliich cla con nit,
nglOi I0n vl n phdinoi doi.

Tho la éng tr0 10§ cho bé Virginia la éng gia Noel c6 thOt. Tho tr0 I0i d00c dang trén mOt cOt bao
nhO xiu nOm khiém nh00ng d00i nhO ng cau tr0 10i khac thO ¢ t0 hIn cho ddc gil ngl0il0n,

nhO ng khéng nhi ng chd lam cho bé Virginia vui, ma con lam cho cl tram ngan em bé con [

blc Tilu hOc hOn hlD nhi vlatimIJidiOc mOtvOtquy gia nhittrén dlivi "Yes, Virginia, there is
a Santa Claus"

Khoi phii n6i, bé Laura Virginia O'Hanlon hiln h0 dem t0 b&o vé trl 0 ng, trd nh trl ng chl ng minh
cho cac bl n cung IDp 1a Santa Claus c6 thdt. Vi t0 bdo tidng tam "New York Sun" va éng Ch(
bat hilu ring bilt nhilu da tr0 10§ nhD vO'y ranh ranh trén gily trdng mO ¢ den.

ThO tr0 10i nOm khiém nhO0ng O trang trong ,culli m0t cOt bao nh0 nhoi khéng quan tring vy
ma c6 Unh hOOng din cO tridu em bé khdng nhilng chl 0 Manhattan, New York ma con [0 khip
nd0c MO, va lon qua c ndOc lang gil ng Canada noi cung ngén ngl.

D1 nhién, sau nay I0n |én, cb nhO Virginia hilu mdc du éng gia Noel khdng cé thit trén dli
nhOng thD gili tulithD thOn thanh c0a c6 va cb triDu em bé di0c kéo dai thém it nhOt la mOt
nam va quan tring hin hit, nidm tin v didu t0t d0p d00c cOng ¢l vO ng chic, nén Virginia vin
tran trdng gil gin thO tr0 10i trén bao xac nhi n, "Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus"

ROi nhD quy ludtt0 nhién "what's going up, will be down", c6 Virginia I0n 1én vl i nidm tin d00c
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vun x0ibldi mOt dng ChO but t0 bao dila phi0ng khéng quen bil't, thanh mOt nha gido trong sult
47 nam, luén luén tim cach cling cé nilm tin cla hic tro va trd thd vao cull c dii.

Ba Laura Virginia O'Hanlon Douglas mit nam 1971 trong m0t nha d00ng 1o U ti0u bang New
York, qué hilIng chén nhau cOtrin cla minh va dl I0i mOt trang bdo da ngl mau vang da co
cau tr0 I0i cla 6ng chl but bao New York Sun nam x0a cho ¢6 chau ngolli duy nhOt. Trong sl
dl nha dilng lao giao I0i cho chau ngoli cla ba cl Laura Virginia sau khi ba ¢l qua dUi, con
comithlplOnthD t0 clar0t nhidu em bé khOp ndi gli dln Virginia hdivO sO hidn didn cla 6ng
gia Noel trén dli c6 thit hay khéng? Ba Virginia, sult ¢l culc dli, da nliti0p céng vilc cla
ngC0Oi trd I0ithD cho minh nam x0 a, 6ng Francis Church, tr0 thanh mOt sU gil gieo rdc nil m tin,
hy vilng va nilm cO m h0 ng cho tr0 em.

Mai cho din dlu nam 1972, khi bl n sinh vién khoa bao chi tinh ¢l dictilu sl culcdliclaba
cO 82 tulli Virginia trén mOt trang bao cla t New York Times vao dl p Christmas, m0 d0u b0 ng
cau "Yes, Virginia" n6i vl thai d0 I0c quan va tin t00ng r0 ng khi minh lam didu t0t sO gl p vilc t0t
(nhO thuyOt nhan qul cla ddo PhOt). Bai bao t0o di0c nhidu cd m xuc trong long bl n sinh vién
vilabOOc vao tuli hai mOOi, h0 quyltdinh ID0p mOtcéng ty nhi cé tén Elizabeth Press, t0 xult
bl n tac phOm dlu tay la m0t quyl n sach cho trl em cé tla la "Yes, Virginia" .

Quyl n sach ban kha chiy vi thdi dé khéng cb cac tro chli diin td, trd em dl ¢ sach nhilu hiln
bay gil, nhing "Yes, Virginia" khéng thit s nli til ng cho d0 n khi cac tac gil dla tdc phUm dlu
tay cla h0 din cbng ty phim 0nh kO clu Warner Brothers, thuyOt phi ¢ cac di o dill n dil ng thanh
mOt phim truyl n hinh d0a trén cau hii cla c6 bé Virginia va cau trl 10i cla éng ChO but Francis
cl tram nam trd0c. LOn trinh chilu d0u tién nam 1974 di0i hinh thd ¢ phim hoOt hia cla con nit
,d00c mOtgilithoOng Emmy cla cac show truyl n hinh vi ndi dung va y nghia cla vil ¢ cIng cl
nid m tin cho tr0 tho.

Bin luc do, kO nghl dilnOnhthly dd0c viln Onh I0i nhuOn t0 quydn sach "Yes Virginia", h0
nhOy vao khai thac, kéo theo cl cac Cong ty ban I0 10n nhD Macy's vao vil ¢ bil n cau chuyl n
nhd c0a c6 bé Laura Virgina td culi thd kO 19 thanh mit cach quing cao hiu hilu nhit 16i kéo
khach hang diln cUa til m trong mOi di p Gidng sinh.

TrOm I0ng hO'n, nhlng mang nhilu y nghta hin la0 mit géc phong truyd n thi ng cl a phan khoa
Béo chi trd0ng BUi hi ¢ nli ti0 ng Columbia (0 vung Manhattan, sinh quan cla Virginia; va la nUi
dao t0o éng ch but Francis Church thanh mOt nha bdo cé uy tin), hang nam mii dip

Christmas, ngii0ita vin dl mOtem bé tam tuli dlc la thl c0a c6 nhi VOginia ndm x0a, va mit
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nha bao dic cau trl 10i cla éng Francis nhi la mOt cach t00ng nilm hai nhan vit chinh da vo
tinh tDo nén c mOt "kD nghU ki m tidn" t0 cau hOivatrd I0i d0nthuln dia trén nidm tin va tim
long cla ho.

Giang sinh nam 1974, dang vao nam ¢ n00c MO b0t diu bilt din cau chuyln vO nilm tin cla
c6 nh0 Virginia 0 New York x0y ra vao culli thD kO 19 qua b0 n sinh vién phan khoa bao chi, 0
Bién Hoa cing c6 bin ngldi bl n nhd (nglOil0nnhithOcl0p mO0i mOt, ngd0i nhD nhitvOa vao
nglng cla Trung hic, cung hic0 mOttr00ng I0n nhit miln Béng Nam phl n, bén dong song
Pl ng Nai) dlp xe mi0ilam cay s di0ng trl0ng mang qua din mdt c6 nhivion 0 chan nui
Chéu Thol, Bién Hoa. HO chl muln cac em bé, tr0c tulli ¢c6 nh Virginia Idc vilt thi, tin rdng du
chiln tranh v n dang x0y ra, du cac em khéng con cha mi nhi ng cling c6 nhi ng t0 m Idng nght
din valo cho cac em.

Con nha ngheo thi ng khén sO m hin con nha giau, nén cac em bé bly tam tuli 0 cb nhi viln
ngoli 6 Bién Hoa nam do6 khdng thil c mic 6ng gia Noel c6 thit hay khéng nhi Virginia va cac
blln cung lI0p 0 khu nha giau Manhattan cla M, nén nhi ng &nh mOt tudi thO chO sang |én vi
diOc qua, vi cé nglli din tham. Bin ngl0i bln nhd hdn Giang sinh sang nam sO tr0 10§ tham
cac em, va cac em phiingoan, phi cham hiOc dl c¢6 qua nhilu hOn. LOi hOa dé khéng bao gil
thOc hiin di0c du ¢l nhém bOn v n gil canh canh bén 1ong. Vi chl vai thang sau do la bill n cl
thang 4 nam 1975, mii th0D dOi thay, xa h0i dl o I0n, ¢6 nhi vil n khéng con holt dl ng binh
thOOng nhO tr0Cc.

MOt ngl0i trong nhém b n b0 cn I0c thang 4 thUi qua t0n Washington, til u bang miln Tay
BOc cla MO. MUi ddp Christmas, gilla nhl ng r0n rang, han hoan don ming I0 Giang sinh, anh
vn &m thi'm xin I0i nhOng em bé m0 ¢6i 0 ¢ nhi viDn nam nao vi da khong thc hiln di0c I0i
hUa du rIng I0i khéng phli 0 anh va ba ngdi b0 n thli mdil0n. Anh tin nhd ng em bé Virginnia
cla Vilt Nam I0n |én, hilu d00c mOi chuyln trén di|l, sU tha thl cho anh va ¢ nhém bl n vO
chuyln khéng gil 10i hO a.

NgOOi nhd nhdttrong nhém, din MO culli thOp nién 80, dJ bu I0i 10i hD'a khéng thic hion dilc
nam nao, da gllp mit ban tay trong t0 chi ¢ thil n nguyl n Milkcare Foundation (http://www.milk
care.org )s
chuyén cung cll p slla dllu nanh cho cac em nhil, va sach vl cho cac em I0n 0 cac ¢ nhi viln
r0ii rac dé day trén qué hilng hinh chl S.

Du la mdtt0 chOct0 thiln nhd bé, chd holt ddng khi nhIng ngl0i lam thil n nguyl n da xong
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bin phin vlinO &0 cOm miOingay,nhlng cting di0c sl dong gop cla nhilu nglUibln xO va
nhOng t0m long Viét Nam I0u vong khO p nOi.

MOt trong nhO ng ¢6 nhi vidn dd0c tai trd hang nam la c6 nhi vidn 0 Bién Hoa, nli ma Giang sinh
nam 1975, chic la ¢6 nhilu em bé mO ¢6i mOi mon chl dli cac anh chll Khii XO hOiclOa Trung
hic Ng6é Quydn ddn tham.

Bao nhiéu nam tr6i qua, nhng anh mit ring r0 cla cac em md cbi 0 ¢b nhividn nam x0a vin
soi sdng c mOt ky 0c cla cl nhém bln ma sau nay IDu l0c t0 Béng sang Tay clanilc MO,
mUi I0n dOp Giang sinh nghe I0i cau chuyln "Yes Virginia" gil a mua Béng bang gia cla nilc
MO, long hO vin quay v vOicac em bé mO cbi 0 qué nha viiln dang cin dilc sO giup dl, quan
tam clangllilln dl cacem l0nlén cd db nilm tin khi b00c xul ng cullc dUi.

Nguyln Tr0n DiCu HOD ng

Santa Clara , Christmas 2009
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