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Tac gil tén Nguyl n thai Lai, sinh quan Tra Vinh,0 tf0c 75 la giao chi ¢, quan nhan VNCH.

Ong din M @1 diu thd p nién 80’, dnh ¢ f1i Sacramento, va dilcmitLudtsl Ml cd Idong
gidp lo cho gia dinh doan 1. Hiln la mlt cao nién hO u tril Sacramento, tac gil cho bil t ng
viltbainay d cim 1 LultsO Mull, i 4n nhan ci a gia dinh éng.

VOOt bién chd c6 hai cha con, khi vao diit MO, t6i mong muln di0c dinh ¢l t0i Los Angeles,
nhOng nOiddn I0ila Sacramento. TOi day, t6i phlilam th0 t0c: Kham sOc khol, xin trd cOp; kil m
trudng hi ¢ cho con di hi c... Phi n t6i, thi sU x& hii chd d0nh trul ng cho téi di hO ¢ Anh van va
tim vi0 ¢ lam. Sau khi 0n d0 nh, thi cai lo khac I0i dOn. TiOn trd cOp xa hi cho hai cha con chi

dl d0 an va tr0 ti0n phong.

Khéng co6 tiln dl glivDd Vit nam, t6i phii ditim cai gi lam thém sau gi0 hic. Téi xin dirfa

chén vao buli chilu U nha hang Vilt nam. Ch0 khong nhin lam nla bulli. Toi xin di ban til m.

ChU tilm cho téi t0p sO trudc. Ba ngay tinh tiln vin b0 10n hoai, Phi n vi ngudi MO ndi t6i nghe
chl dulc chd mOt. Nguli da mau néi cang khé nghe. Phin Anh van t6i con di, phin di vO t0i

nha qua khuya, t6i danh xin nghll sau ba ngay t0p sU du chi chia Ién ti0 ng duli.

SO tim vil ¢ ddn téi di nhi n vil ¢ ph0 bl p cho mOt nha hang. Mui thi't ca, mui xao ndu lam téi 6i.
Téi phiichly voé chly ra phong déng I0nh, via 0 nha bl p nong, chly vé phong déng I0nh, rOi
chly ra ndéng lam t6i O n I0nh. Lam dul ¢ ba ngay, t6i b0 vil ¢, rli dIn sO tim vilc nh xin vilc
khac. HO khéng chOu con bao cao la téi khdng nghe I0nh. SO x& hOinglng tion trd cOp. TOi
phiidi khidundi. MOt hot mOtthang tiin mOi dudc I0nh 10i. Vi vDy chuyln tim vidc lam d0 khOi
bl 16i théi dii vOitoi 1a uu tién mit.

Sau gil hic, t6i di dlc b0n théng b&o dll, mong tim ra céng vil c thich h p cho minh. MO t
hém, t6i dl c thOy: "Tim nguli phO giao bao ngay Chl nhit, 10/hr, gi0i Mr Jone, phone:..."

VO t0i nha t6i gli ngay du toi rat sU ndi chuyln dil n thoai vOi MO. T6i glp 6ng Jone t6i ndi la
t6i r0t di tiDng Anh nhng cOn vidc lam, 6ng nay noi thit chOm la sang sim ChO nhit 4 gil sO
glp t6i tal dia chd...X. Ranco Cordova.. t6i nhi [Dp l0idlachd rdi tOtmay.

HOi tham di0ng din chld hOn. NgOOi quen khéng ai biét vi cing chl la dan mii tdi Sacto.
Pang lo thi may c6 nguli quen nhic: Anh la linh ma sao khéng dung bOn db.




Chang “YES-NO” Va Ong LuCt SO

T&#225:c Gi&#7843;: Nguyln Thai Lai
Th&#7913; N&#259;m, 03 Th&#225;ng 12 N&#259;m 2009 10:16

Bl n ngay hin, ba gill sang t6i thic diy trulc ding hiO ré, mac 3 I0p 4o ma con thiy I0nh.
Pulng divingvall nhlng mOt gil sau t6ictng t0idl0c ndihOn, nglitrong xe chl ma hoi
hip. HOn 4 gi0 thi c6 mOt chilc xe truck chiy t0i gdn bén, mO cla hitén téi. Tdi xul ng xe
chao Jone. Ngulli M nay ndi sl qua cbng vil ¢ toi lam la: "NgUi sau xe, cIm bao sin sang, y
chl nha nao la nhiy xuOng vitbao vé gin hang ba. Jone con chll cho t6i cach deo bao ny
l6bng trudc nglc dU rdnh tay 6m bao cho nhil u. Bao ny long ch dung khi cé nha nao vt
ngoai cho dilng ult. T6i Ién ngli phia sau xe truck. Thung xe dly bao. Téi cim t0 bao Ién xem
ndng th0 nao. Jone blo t6i cdm, ém it nhIt mdil0n 4 t0. MOi khi xe ngl ng, t6i nh0'y xull ng
chOy vitbao theo s chd din. Luc thivOt bén phli Iuc vit bén trai, luc leo clu thang dilén
khu chung c0, déi ltc trlt chan muln té.. Om bao chlla quen rit 1én rdt xulng. VOt bao thi rlt
khéng dung chi. Nguli chl I1ai xe nhanh, thing glp, ldc quio phUi luc quio trai ngli 0 bing
sau t6i phdindm chOt ma con xuytté miy I0n. B0 kholng mit gil thO t6i muln 6i, chong mOt.
T6i muln kéu 6ng chll nglng xe cho téi xull ng nhung t6i t0 nh Iong: Rang Ién, rang Ién, bl
cull ¢ hoai sao"

V0Ot xong di0c t0 bdo culicung téi mdng trong bl ng ma mOt tai mét, n6i khong ra hii. Mr. Jone
dia t6i 30 ding va ndéi: 20 d ng til n cbng, 10 déng thul ng. MOy la nguli duy nhit theo tao bl
hi't xe bao, nhiéu nguli da bl culc nla ching.. Ong nay hin téi trl I0i vao Ch nhittli cling
vao gil nay.. Téi liln td chiivily do xa qué, mavidcchld cé110n 1 tuln. Trén di0ng lai xe vO
nha t6i chlt nght ndu minh di b0 mOt minh ¢é 10 d chfu hOn. VOn dl la lam sao tim cho
minh job bao riéng day?

Khi di hic t6i mangy dinh nay hiii Ba thy diy Anh van. Ba cho t6i dla chl nha b&o
Sacramento Bee. Khi tim ra dulc van phong bao Bee, t6i nhiln dul ¢ route bdo cach nha 20
phut 1ai xe.

Ngay diu dinhOnvilc, cé ngulli chD din, manager giup chi cach c6t bao, cach bl bao, tim
dla chl. VOy ma cha con t6i b0 xong 120 t0 bao mt 3 gil mOi xong. Tuy mOt nhing t6i khéng
bl culc.

Manager diy t6i khi nhi n vil c b0 b&o:

- D0y sm, b0 xong trull c 6 gill
- BO 0 hang ba, khéong vitdli 0 ngoai sén
- PhOi c6 bao ny 16ng khi mi a
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Manager ndi nhilu qua téi khéng nghe va hilu hit nén phlitl tim hidu thém bang cach hii
mOy ngulidang giao bao. KOt la luc t6i di giao bao thi khdng cé nguli Vilt nam, t6i danh
phii hOimOy nguli MO. PhOn déng ngulidi giao bao latrl em béo chl tli tinnha nén
vilc tim nguli quen hOicung kho.

Sau khi xong bao. t6i chly vong vong coi ngudi khac bl th0 nao thithly phOn déng bao
ndm 0 hang ba 0 ngoai san. Tinh cO t6i gdp mOt nguli dang vitbadé ming qua nén lam
quen ngay. Ngulindy no6i ding co lam theo I0i manager bl lau I0m. BOng ngoai vut dli gin
nhala difc nlunhanao khé thD dem gin mOtchat, khéng sao dau. Manager khéng nai gi
dau . B0 nhO vily miicé an. Ngulinay con ndithém miy coi bao Union do, bl ngoai san udt
nhip cé sao dau.

Sau khi nghe ngulli bl n giao bao nay néi t6i chl néi cam On vatl nhi long: Ai lam sao thi
lam con minh phli lam sao coi cho dulc. BOng dl b0 ché la bé bli, n0u thly khéng cé an
thi di tim vil ¢ khac.

Giao bao dulic 4 tul n, tO m quen nén co thi gil nhin khu minh dang giao bdo. Khu nay nha lin
vading x4 dip hOn may khu khac. Culithang dithau til n nhilu nha md cla dl khen va cho
tion thul ng r0t hau. TiDn céng va til n bao c¢6 10 d0 ng ma ti0 n thul ng ¢6 nha cho 50 ding. HO
ndi nhil u qua téi khéng hidu hit, chD thdy hO .. vui culi va cho thém til n la t6i bilt minh lam t0t
rli Khu t6i giao bdo phlin déng hU tr0 trudc nén vilc doitiin ritdo.

MOt thOi gian gian ngl n sau, trli vao Béng nén mia gié I0nh I0o. Téimic 4 I0p ao, 2 I0p quin
mOitam dO0 Om.

MOt sang n0, tr0i mO a, t6i ciing di giao bdo nh0 thulng I0. TOi mOt ngdi nha I0n, tay cOm t0
bao c6 bao ny 16ng téi di nhanh tlit0n cla nha, d0 0 bao sat cla. Bao dil nhu vy, chl nha
chl cOn md cOa khom xullng la [0y bdo, khdng phUi di ra bl ult. Pang dl't bao xul ng, thinh
linh nghe tilng mO cOa téi dom Ién thi thOy mOt nguli MO tr0 ng, khol ng 50 tuli, khoac ao ngl
tring, d0u hoi s6i. Nghe tilng 6ng ta néi “Hi”, t6i cang quynh thém, khdng néi gi hit t6i vOi
ding dly quay I0ng di ra. Khéng nghe t6i noi gi hit, dng nay m0 cla lin ra, van den trulc
nha, rbéi bul ¢ ra néi: “Come in, Come in.”

Nghe nhU vy t6i cang sU. Toi khdng quen va chlla glp 6ng ta I0n nao. HIn nda, gil nay con
sUm qua, mii 5 gil sang. V6 nha lam gi day. V6 nha MO, rli ¢6 chuyln gi... Nght vy, t6i néi v i
ong ta: “I have a lot of paper”. Khéng bilt ngulli nay c6 nghe dilc tilng MO cul t6i khéng, ma
ong ta no6i mét hii dai, t6i chl nghe dic miy chd sau cung “Plea come back!”

Nghe nhu vly t6i doan la éng ta muln minh trd 10i. Téi vél quay ra xe til p tl ¢ giao bao.
khéng nai tidng nao cl. VO a giao bao vl a suy nght: Phii 6ng ta muln minh trd 10i khéng? Tr0
I0ilam gi? Anh van minh t0 qua lam sao day? Khi 6ng ta yéu cOu tr0 10i, minh khéng ndi gi la
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bing long rdi, NOu 6ng nay ndi I0, minh nhi 6ng néi chim I0i chl ¢ khéng sao. Trli da tdnh
mOa. Téi quyldtdinh trD la0.

V0Oa nglng xe trul c cla nha, t6i thl'y cla nha m0 ra. Bung la 6ng nay cé y chl minh. Téi nght.
LOn nay cé thém mOt ba MO 0 m cao téc ngdn ding clnh éng ta. Hai éng ba néi: Good
morning va ra ddu “Come in. Come in.”

ThOy t6i khom xull ng thdo giay, 6ng MO da kéo tay t6i theo ba MU di trul c.

bi vong qua hai ba phong gi dé thi t0i mOt ban an. Téi dulc dila cho mitkhan I0n lau dlu toc,
lau mOt. Trén ban cé ba cai dia, tach mulng, mit dia I0 n trung chién, bacon,. dia banh mi
nudng. Trong khi téi lau cho d0 ult, 6ng ba da ngdi va x0tdl an ra ba dia r0i ra ddu cho t6i
nglirdibltdlu an. Téi khong dam an vi s minh hilu [0 m. Hai dng ba mOi I0n thO hai téi mOi
dam an chlc nén bt diu an. Toi an thl nao ma hit did trulc hai nguli nay. Thly t6i an mau,
ong taliln 0y did a0 an x0t thém. Khéng bilt ndi sao téi til p t0c an. Hit dia, ngdn d0u 1én thi
thOy hai nguli nhin t6i, Ba MO naéi:

“Do you like some more?”

T6i nght hO 0 t0 I0ch sO qua, minh phdi trd I0i dang hoang. Téi nght trong dl u: “DO0 thla ba
khoéng...”, rli dd ch ra til ng Anh cau nay nhu sau:

Yes, Madame. No. | don't...

Nghe téi néi vay 6ng MO 10y dia di an x0t h0't cho t6i. BU an vao dia lam sao 0y ra day. Téi
phUian cho hit. Téi an vl a xong ba dia 6ng MO 10i hOi t6i:

“Do you like some more?”

T6i tr0 10i:

“Yes Sir. No, | dont...”
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Paylalln diutéi ansang viliMO. Co6 10 6ng ba chl nha nay doan vy la téi da qua no nén
khéng noi gi thém.

Ong rét cho téi mi't tach ca phe rli ra dlu cho t6i di theo. TOi phong khach, éng chil cho t6i
nglighd cOnh 10 suli. ThOy t6i khéng dam ng6i vi quln ult, 6ng hiél y nén I0y cho t6i mit
khan 16t 1én ghl dl ngli. Xong dau do, éng bt dlu ndi thdt chD m cho t6i hilu, dli khai.

“T6i tén 1a Mull, v t6i tén la Jean,” Ong ngling mit chit d0 t6i néi tén téi, rli tilp: “HIn thang
nay, mii ngay v chl ng tao theo déi may hang ngay khi mily giao bdo cho gia dinh tao.
MOy la ngudi duy nhit b0 bao sat cla nha. MOy nguli trul c vut dli vo, lam b0 chOu kil ng,
ding cla, blaslim blatrd, blaquén. VO ching tao thich cach lam cla may nén mii miy vo
an sang.”

Téi doan y nhil vady nén ddi luc t6i dich chd "YOU" la may la thing xin vuilong bl qua cho,
vi t6i khéng billt dich sao cho dung. ROi éng ti0p t0c hdi t0i: TO dau ti? Qulc tdch? Tinh
trang gia dinh?

MOy cau nay téi dulc hiiqua nhilu I0nt0 khir0i Viét Nam. nén nghe duCc. TGi tr0 10§ thOt
chOm, cho 6ng ta bilt: T6i la ngudi Vidt Nam TO nOn COngsOn, boat people. Téi din MO 6
thang, 0 Phi,0 Ma lai hOt mOt nam r00i. VO va con gai téi con 0 Vilt nam.

Ong MO hii t6i sao t6i khong dem v di theo? T6i néi la khong cé di tiin. Ong hiitilp: Miy
c6 nhi vO con khéng? Toi culiva trd I0i: Toi rdt nhi. Toi con nbdi cho 6ng nghe la t6i c6 din
h6i USCC dl nhi lam gily blo I0nh vi con sang Mi. Ong con hii USCC la gi. Téi chi gili
thich day la héi Thidn nguyl n giup ngulit0 nan. Téi via noi vl alo khéng bilt 6ng c6 hilu
minh néi khdng nua vi téi ¢6 ¢l m tudng la téi néi tilng MO con t0 hOn ngudi Vilt gdc Hoa O ChO
I0n ndéi ti0ng Vidt rOt khé nghe. Sau khi nghe t6i néi 6ng MO nay vua noéi via chl vao 6ng ta:

- I am a lawyer. | will help you.

Tbi nghe chl Lawyer la nght din... tiln. Téi dau c6 tidn ma tr0 cho Lult sO. Cé ai lam khéng
dau. Nghi vily téi con lo xa. Néi trulc khii mich long. T6i li0n néi:
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- | have no money. Cau nay t6i hi ¢ thul ¢ nén ndi khéng cln suy nghr.
NOi xong t6i cam thOy vé phép nén noi til p:

- Sir, | am poor but | need help.

Noi vy t6i chll mong nOu éng an r0 thi minh thD rang lo. Nghe t6i ndi 6ng il n nai til p;

- | don’t need your money.

To6i nghe ma s minh nghe Ilm nén khéng dam néi gi thém. Ong MO néi til p:

- Tomorrow, you bring all papers, | will help you. Now | go to work.

T6i khong dam ndi gi thém nén ding ddy di v cho 6ng dilam.

Sau doé trong gil hOc Anh van vl Question, t6i nhi I0i cau néi Yes Sir No nén dem chuylln
ndi cho cé gido nghe. Co nay gili thich: Khéng muln nda thi néi: “No, | don’t”. Khi ai hii
ma tr0 I0i Yes nguli ta coinhd la dingy, con “Yes Sir, No” khdng ai bilt minh muln ndéi gi
nén bl hilula Yes. MOy bn hic Anh van chung ngli nghe chic qué gUi t6ila: Anh chang
YES. NO.
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