Vui Buln Trén Mi0n D0t CO HOi

T&#225;c Gi&#7843;: HI HUi
Th&#7913; T&#432;, 29 Th&#225;ng 4 N&#259;m 2009 23:48

Blu nam 1984 téi v Ut bién cung vUi hai dla con I0n, mit trai mOt gai. Téi lai tau nén chi tau
cho t6i di0c 3 ghl. GhD chl la ngdn t0 "thOithDOng" luc dé miy tay t0 chlc dung d0 trao dUi
vli nhing ngO0i lai tau nhi t6i cho ra v mOt chat chd di0i ghe vOOt bién thi lam gi c6 ghl
ngli. Ném na la ngilita cho didilc 3 nglUi kD cO t6i vi vly ma nha tdi va 3 dla con nhi phUi
0 10ichD mOtcO hii khac. Chuyln di cling trli qua nhilu gian nan va nguy hil m nhd nhil u
chuyln vt bién khac nhing culli cung rdi chung t6i cing da din di0c tr0i t0 nOn Palawan, Phi
LuOt Tan. Chang t6i 0 I0i PhimOt nam d0 10p thD t0c di dinh cO 0 nO0c thD ba la Hoa KD

TO lac con O trung hi'c, mén sO thD gili, t6i con nhl mit cach dii cO0ng thi Chdu MO lal0c dla
mOi di0c 6ng Columbus kham pha hii culi thD kO thD 15. NOOc MO thi chD mOil0p quc t0
gila thd kO thO 18, AUt rlng, giau tai nguyén, khong bl tan pha (ngay trén lanh thi hi) bli hai
culc thD chiln nén co dilu kidn thuDn I0i d0 phat tridn. NgO0i Hoa KO hOu hOtla di dan tl cac
I0c d0a khac din I0p nghilp va da sO h0 diu da thanh cong vl vang sau mit thdi gian cO'n cu
lam vilc vi vy ma ngi0ita gli day la Mion B0t C0a CO HOi (Land Of Opportunity.)

Thiigian 0 tr0it0 n0n Palawan va Bataan, t6i c6 c0 hii til p xdc vOi cac giao vién va mit sl
thiDn nguyl n vién ng00i MO, dic bilt la qua céac cac gill Orientation, téi hilu bilt thém vl n00c
MO, ciing r0t t0ng quat nhi 1a "ngd0i MO c6 tinh thOn t0 I0p cao, con cai din tuli 17, 18 thira
riéng khdong mulln sUng chung vii cha md n0a.0 MO muln xin di0c vidc lam phdicé bing clp
(degree) hollc it ra cling phUi cé chilng chl (certificate) xac nhO'n da c6 hilc nghd dé thi mi xin
di0c vioc lam va hanh nghd mdi hOp I0. Nao la0 MO chD sO khong cé tai va khédng chi u khé
chl khéng sO khéng thanh céng. Nao la vi cé nhilu gil ng dan diin I0p nghidp nén MO la mOt
qul c gia da van héa va vin di t0 do, nhan quyln thi ritdi0c tén tring v.v..." MOingO0Oi trong
tam tring chl 1én d00ng di MO ai ctng d0u thich nghe cau: "0 MO mul n lam giau thi khé nhi ng
nghéo khéng cIm an, ao mic I0i cang khé hin." Va, viii m0 hilu bi0t do, t6i da 1én diing din
MO dinh cl vao thang 3 nam 1985. Nam do6 t6i da 41 tulli.

Chau trai t6i bl o 1anh cha con t6i t0 Phi qua MO . Chau cing la clu st quan hii quan, ra tu cli
t0o tr00c téi va viOt bién din MO nam 1981, dinh cO 0 thanh phU Cincinnati, Ohio. Luc con [
di o, qua thD t0 t6i di0c bilt chau dang hilc dli h ¢ nam thd ba, v thi di lam héang diln t0.

VO chi ng chdu téi va hai d0a con nhl dang 0 trong mit can apartment hai phong, nay c6 thém
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ba cha con t6i n0a nén trong bl a til ¢ mdng cha con t6i mdi d0n MO, chau t6i chl mii cé hai
ngl0iblnthan clandé dindl. MOt ngl0idi0c gilithidu qua MO t0 nam 1975, tr00c kia la trung
uy khdéng quan, t0t nghilp ki sO diln, da di lam di0c vai nam. Va mit ngd0i khac trl hin, mOi
din MO di0c 2 nam. Luc r0i Vit Nam anh ta vl a t0t nghil p kU sO tr00ng bach khoa Phu Thi,
nay dang hic nam th0 hai cung tr00ng vUi chau téi.

Trong buli til ¢ qua vai cau tham hii x& giao vO culc sUng hiln nay 0 Viot Namva 0 trfit0 nn

v.v... chau t6i va cac bl n n6 dlu xoay quanh nhiing vOn dU lién quan din vilc hic, vilc lam cla
ho . Qua vai tul n bia, lon mOi din [én, lon trén ddn xul ng, cau chuyln b0t d0u tr0 nén hao hi ng
va than thil n. Téi vui milng hii mOing00i:

- HO ¢ bén nay c6 kho I0m khong?

Chang kO s Phua Thi nhanh milng tr0 I0i:

- D0 I0m cOu (Cac bdn cOa chau tbi ai ciing con trd nén hi dilu gli t6i b0 ng clu). HIc bén nay
thOt ra bai v thi khéng dil nhl ng cach hic thi ré rang dO0 hilu hin, khéng t0 -chi 0 ng nhl bén
minh. CO gdng, chdu kho thi "qua cOu" hOt clu Oil

Chau t6i git dlu ti0 p:

- NhI ng minh la hOi quéan, dan ban B (t6an) ma clu lo gi? Con Anh van thi chau nh hi do clu
c6 lam ST Quan Lién LO ¢ (Liaison Officer) cho hii quan MO mOt thUi gian, vOa r0i bén Phi I0i
ding T.A.(Teacher Assistant) nla. TOi chau hic dilic, clu hDc dilc ma, ulng dir0i mai mOt
hay tinh.

Téi dap:

- COu chO suéng millng hi chii cho bil't thoi.
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Anh chang khéng quan, kU sO phl hCa:

- HOi thilt, lam thi0t chD chOi sao di0c cOu? Minh la dan nha binh ma. N6i danh thi danh... con
ndi budng sung khéng danh nba thi phlichly chl cOu long vong 0 d6 lam gi dd vo tu clitlo
bay gil miiqua? Datrd rdillicon hidichii!

CO ban cO0i thich tha vii cdu n6i dua dé va cung nang ly Ién mii nhau. T6i nhin qua anh chang
kO sO Pha Tho, hOi tham:

- Chda mOit0t nghilp Pha ThO qua day ngay chicla hic khie IO m ?

- Bén Vilt Nam sau 75, dau c6 hi ¢ Anh van, luc mii qua day chau toan chili "body language",
vi vy ma thii gian d0u chau chi 10y mdy mén khoa hi ¢ nhD téan, diln, vOtly né mdy mén Anh
van. Chau con nhi hic dl n semester (I0c ca nguydt) thd hai r0i ma gil vOtly 6ng thly 0n B0,
Ong gilng c0 mOOi lam phat ma chau khéng bilt 0ng néi cai gi, dIn khiOng vilt cong thi c Ién
bIng mOi bilt nOy gil 0ng gilng vO I0c ma-sat (friction.)

DO0ng nhi ai cling d u nght la d00ng nhién t6i phli di hi ¢, khong ai nght t6i phli di lam ngay.
DPillu d6 da Unh hDOng din quydt dinh cla téi khdng it. Téi khdng bilt minh c¢6 nén "tranh th0 "
luc vO con cha qua dl, du sao cling dang con nhi ganh, rang hi c vai nam nlu khéng c6 dilc
cai degree thi cling cé cai certificate, c6 di0c vil ¢ lam On d0nh, d0 sau nay dii si ng gia dinh
sO d0 hIn? TOido t6i cU trln trd ¢, thao thl ¢ khdng sao ngll diDc.

HOm sau, cha con t6i 1én USCC dil ky mdt sO gily t0, sau d6 din c quan x& hii ky nhl n ngay
mOingd0i 200 ding, ttng mOtI0n cho mdingdOi mdidln va nhinti0n tr0 cOp cho thang Al u
tién, g0 m co tiln mOt va food stamp, d0 n nay t6i khndng nhi r6 mii ngl0i dl0c bao nhiéu. Toi
nhO chdu t6i dit mua ngay mOt thung thul ¢ tay d0 gUi vO bén nha (luc dé cha glidilc tiln
mOt ma chl c6 thi gii qua bl ng thul c tay t0 bén Phap.) Tidn con I0i téi mua soong, ndi, chén
batvavitding di chulnbl ral riéng.
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Theo hing din va cling la yéu cllu cla hii USCC va sl xa hii, cha con tdi ghi danh hilc Anh
van [ trung tdm Anh ngl ma h0 chl dlnh; nOi day cting sU hd0ng din chang t6i tim vid ¢ lam.
Téi nhim tinh ti0n tr0 cOp cla ba cha con dil d0 thué mt can aprtment hai phong, tiln an va
nhO ng chi phi 10t vt khac, ndu ti0n t0n thi mOithang cting cé thl con dll0c khlang 50 d0n100
dl ng, vai ba thang cting d0 m0Ot thung qua gii vi bén nha. NOu téi di hi ¢ thi apply til n financial
aid, d0 do trd hic phi, sach vO va di chuydn. B0a con trai I0n cla téi khi rdi Vit Nam via hic
xong I0p 12. T6i quylt A0 nh di hi ¢ cung vl i cac con t6i ngay mua hé nay.

MOt vai kD nidm d0n nay d& nhillu nam ma t6i vin chda quén. Gil hic dlu tién clla nam th0
nhit, I0p freshman English, sau khi h0'c sinh t0 gili thilu xong, c6 gido cho bilt trong I0p nay c6
hai hU ¢ sinh la cha con. LOn dlu tién trong d0i didiy cla c6 miiglp trd0ng hOp nhO vOy. CO
I0p ngl ¢ nhién thich thd xoay ngl Ui nhin quanh xem la ai. C6 giao yéu clu cha con t6i ding Ién
cho ¢l I0p biot mOt. Téi c6 hii ngl 0 ng nhi ng d0ng thi ciing cOm thOy vui vui.

HOu hOt cé&c I0p hic cha con t6i diiu 10y gil ng nhau va ngli cung phong vi viy téi clng s doi
luc hol ¢ cha holl ¢ con khdng lam bai thi d00c, kIt qua I0i cO m long khéng dilc phUi "help”
nhau, I0 b0 thly, c6 bit gip thi chd c¢6 nd0c bl hic. Do do6 ludn ludn chung t6i phli ngli cach
nhau it nhit 1a hai ban cho di0c "dIm bl o" an toan.

BOt dlu nam hOc, con gai téi nam dé 16 tuli, hi ¢ high school t0 sang din 3 gil chilu nén da
nghl hOc I0p Anh van do s x& hii chd dInh. Tdi va dla con trai thi bulli sdng di hi ¢ Anh van,
buli chilu va tdi qua University hi c. Nhil u khi t6i c0 t00ng minh nhQ dang 0 thdi con trai trd, di
hic dli hi ¢ va déi luc t6i ciing ngdi trdm ngam trong thd vibn ma m0 00c ... "n0u dong doi cO
ém [ trdi th0 nay thi 4 hay 5 nam sau, t6i cling ¢6 di0c bling kO sO nhi ai." Luc con trll, vila mOi
xong trung hc, chila bit gilng di0ng dli hOc ring hip ra sao thi téi da vao linh. HIn 10 nam
trong linh, gdn 3 namtu clitlo, viOtbién din MO O tuli 41 thi cai b0 ng kU sO dién t0t nghil p
vadilclamvilcO Hoa KO cingla mOt dilu md 00c chinh dang.

Qua nam hic thD hai, thO'y bai v0l cing chla I0y gi lam khé, cha con 0y din 18 units nhi ng
ding thii cting phdi ngh0 hOc I0p Anh van do sil x& hii chl dinh dl c6 diCc thém thdi gil cho
cac mon hicviambil0y thém; va IDi l0p Anh van do s x& hii gili thiDu cling chD cln cho
nhOng ng00i mdidln MO.

NhOng r0i mOt ngay culli thang, khi nhin tiln tr0 cOp t6i chl thOy c6 mii phOn tidn cla con géi
t6i. Téi di khiDu nOi thi mOi bilt Ia do cha con t6i da bl hUc chO0ng trinh Anh van do s x&a hii
chl d0nh t0 hOn thang nay. Theo qui dlnh cOa chinh phi ti0u bang thi dlivOinhOng nglC0i trén
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18 tulli, b0t bullc phUi hic chiOng trinh Anh van nay d0 tr00ng gidp tim vil ¢ va trong thdi gian
chOa tim di0c vil ¢ thi chinh phd con trll clp. Bilu nay trl0c dé téi thOt khéng bilt. Nay nl u toi
muln tr0 I0i hOc I0p Anh van di xin hoOng tr0 cOp ctng khéng di0c vi nhd vOy téi phUi
withdraw (b0 10p d& ghi danh) din mOy I0p buli sang ma thli hin d00c withdraw thi d& qua rQi.
Cang may la téi con d danh dii0c chat it til n, cha con cling d0 tiéu dung cho din hi't mua hic.

Cincinnati la m0t thanh phO t00ng d0i nhd, nam do6 c6 khiang vai ngan ngl Ui Viot Nam, chl c6
mOt cai chl nhd va mOttidm anclanglUi Viot. NgOOi mdidin dinh cO, tim nhdng vil ¢ lam part
time khong ¢l n kinh nghillm nh ban xang, titm t0p héa, nha hang v.v... rit khé; ngay cl nhing
sinh h0 at, thdng tin lién quan din vidc xin tr cOp, vilc hO ¢, vil ¢ lam vOi nhau cang rt gili hO n.

VOa hOt moua hUc la cha con t6i di tim vil ¢ lam va semester kI d6 t6i chl 10y 12 units, d0 d0 xin
diOc ti0 n financial aid va con ¢é thD di lam thém nOu xin d00c vilc. Ba ¢é luc téi nght diin vilc
mO0n tiDn hOc (student loan) nhing rdi l0i théi. 0 Vit Nam cOc qua vlamiidifc din MO, chla
di lam, hi ¢ hanh chl a bil't ra sao nay da mi0n n0 thOc sO trong long t6i khdng mul n. Téi chl a
cO dilc cai suy nghtva di dang chIp nhOnvilc dihic miOntiOn, ratri0ng lam tr0 din nhO t6i
c6 thd chlp nhin sau nay.

Téi xin di0c mdt chan rla chén bulitlitrong mOt nha hang Tau t0 5 gil chilu diin 9 gil dém.
ThO by, chta nhit thi lam nguyén ngay. L00ng di0c trd minimum wage $3.5 mit gi khong co
tip. ThO b0y, chta nhit néi la lam nguyén ngay nhing thOtra chd bitdiutd 11 a.m.dln 3 p.m.
thi waiter, waitress va phl bOp, rda chén nhD t6i d0u phUi bIm thd ra ngoai nglichli, din5
p.m. vao blm thO lam ITi; vi vDy cing chd hin ngay th0ng 4 tilng nén I00ng mUi thang cling
khéng di 0 ¢ bao nhiéu.

Blu nam hic thl ba, gil tdéan t6i thly cé mit clu hic sinh Vit Nam I0 vao I0p. Hainam tric
t6i chDa hD glp anh ta hic I0p nao trong tri0ng. BOn gil nght téi d0n hiitham, d00c bilt anh
ta vila mOi transfer t Community College (d0i hi ¢ cOng ding) I1én va, tri0ng nay chilng trinh
hic chl cé 2 nam thi I0y di0c bdng AA hollc AS (b0 ng can s), ndu hic ch'm cling chl mOt 3
nam. TOi dé téi lién I0c hii chau téi (da ra tri0ng va di lam xa) vO cai trl0ng Community College
nay. Chau téi trl 10i: "chau bilt chl, tr00c kia chau cling hic 0 dé 2 nam ri mdi transfer nhi ng
sau nay bilt trd0 ng minh di0c thi vo trlc til p thi t0i sao phli hOc tr00ng dé lam chi?"

Gili thich cla chau t6i cing hip ly nhi ng I0i khéng thich hOp vOi hdan cOnh cla téi luc nay.
Nay n0u t6i mul n qua tri0ng d6 hic cho mau ra tri0ng d0 di lam cling phi chd d0n mua sau.
Tim hilu t6i con di0c bit thém, mdc du t6i da hi c di0c trén 60 units nhi ng ndu mudn 0y b0 ng
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AS t6i phi hOc thém mit hOn mOt nam nCa vi nhidu mén t6i da hi ¢ theo chd ng trinh 4 nam,
bl ng AS khéng cln, cac mén G.E. (General Education) cling chfa 0y I0p nao. Mua sau mii
chuyln qua, ndu tinh thOi gian thi t6i ph0i mOtdin 2 nam. Téi 0y lam tilc I0n mOt chdt &n hin
la hO'n hai nam trl0c, ndu téi bilt ¢ tri0ng nay thi t6i da khéng hic 0 University va nay da cé
di0c cai blng can sil dO ditim vilc lam, r0t thich hO'p vOi hoan cnh va tuli tac cl a t6i. Khong
co cai hi c nao v6 ich nhl ng ma téi thi dang chly dua vOi thOi gian...

Trong chuyl n ghe t6i vl 0t bién c6 mit c0u quan nhan hl si quan hiiquan. Luc O trdit0 nOn
anh ta hic Anh van I0p t6i ding T.A., sau d6 anh di d0nh c0 bén California. Anh ta dang lam
cho mt nha hang an cla ngdli ba con. Toi va anh ta thO nh thO ang lién I0c nhau. Nha hang
dang cOn mdt ng0Oi cé uy tin, da cé lam qua nha hang cang t0t, kh4 Anh van di lam quin ly,
tréng coi til m cho ngd0i chd di md thém tiDm thD hai. Anh ta d& st sOng gili thilu t6i. Sau khi
phing v n t6i qua diln thO ai, ngd0i chd ding y thué va mul n t6i qua lam sOm. Téi bay di Cali
nhOn vil ¢ ngay ldc vl a hit semester d6. Hai con t6i thi 0 10i Cincinnati tidp t0c di hOc.

NgOi trén may bay di Cali, qua cla s, nhin khli may trlng dl c bén dili dang bay ngdlc v
phia sau ma téi cIm t00ng nhd minh dang t0 t0 dly lui cai qua khi khéng miy sang slla dl din
gl n vung trli bao la, trong xanh tri0c mOt nhd mOtt00ng lai d0y hOa hin. T6i nhl ngay t0 Phi
bay qua Miin B0t CO Hi nay dl 10p nghilp, téi cling cé y nghTt00ng t0 nhing rlinay da gin 3
nam, téi viln chla cé dil0c mOt cai certificate nao d bl tui thi khéng bilt nhl ng ngay sl p t0i sl
ra sao? Toi cm thly minh, ngay t0 dlu, d00ng nhl da bl0c sai miOtb00Oc nhing r0ildit0 nho:
"du sao ba nam ciling chila phi la dai, minh con nhilu cd hOi ma."

Téi lam qul n ly cho nha hang di0 ¢ 3 nam thi gia dinh v con t6i d00 ¢ qua doan t0 theo dil n toi
bao lanh qua hii USCC.

Khi d0n MO d00c mOt thang thi t6i da co6 thi xanh, c6 10 vi t6i thul ¢ diln vi Dt bién va lac dé tilu
bang c6 it ngd0it0 nOn ddn ddnh ¢l nén hO gili quylt nhanh chang? Va t6i ciing da dic lam
din b&o lanh v con liDn ngay sau d6. Hai nam sau n0 a, kinh t0 gia dinh t00ng d0i d0 sOng, con
caida dihlcdilcOndinh;di0ng nh0 cai "nd sach den" téi chla trl xong va, thu thit nhilu luc
t6i cling thiy tilc va "tran tr0 " v nhing nam hi ¢ d0 dang luc trd0c I0m nén t6i ban vii nha toi la
t6i muln di hOc I0i. Nha téi vui vD dingy. Thi la t6i I0i khan géi din tring l0nnla, 0 caituli
cling da gdn nam moi.
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Nam nam t6i lam qui n ly nha hang tuy chO la business nhl nhi ng it nhilu céng vill ¢ clng lién
quan di n marketing, sales, t0 chiic, qudn trd hln la nganh didn t0 ma t6i da hic tr00c kia nén
t6i quylt d0nh khéng hic I0i diin t0 ma hOc nganh t0 chic, quln tr0 (organizational
management); vi la ¢l nhan khoa hilc (B.S) nén tri0ng nhin 0t c0 cac mén khoa hic t6i da
hic O University of Cincinnati va nhi vy t6i chll hi ¢ kh ang hai nam hol ¢ hai nam riJin0a la
xong.

Khi gdn ra tri0ng sinh vién phii vilt "research project" va c6 di0c mit "sO ph0" cO vOn gitup d0.
SO ph0 cOa téila mOt ba giao s, vila la lult s nha 0 thanh ph0 Oakland cach San Jose
khOang mOt gil lai xe. Gong vil ¢ giup mOt sinh vién hoan chi nh mOt cai research project clln
phiigop y, thio luln tr0 ¢ ti0 p trong nhilu gi0 ; khé ¢é thD hiOng dinO [Dp didc. Téillila hOc
sinh A chau I0n tuli nén da dilc s phd chilu cl dlc bilt hin. Ba dlc than val mit minh
trong can apartment sang tr ng, khéng mul n cho sinh vién I1én phong nén khi cOn gip ngl Ui
nao dl hi0ng dOn riéng, ba thi0ng hln gl p sau gil cdm chilu 0 quan ca phé Starbucks gin
nha ba.

MOt t0in0 sOa bai xong t6i ra v 1tc 10 gi0 dém. Pang lai xe trén xa I0 880 t0 Oakland vl San
Jose thi tri d0 mOa I0n, khéng thly d0 0 ng lai, t6i t0p xe vao I0 d00ng diu chd mda tdnh. Doi

bl ng, mOt, t6i mO radio nghe nhilc, gip luc PhilOng HOng Qul dang hat bai Chilu MO a Bién
Gili cla Nguyldn Van Bong "... khi long trin con t0 vOOng khanh t00ng thi d00ng trdn mOa bay
gi6 culln.. con nhilu anh Ji..." Hoan clnh cla nglli linh khi x0a khac xa vOi t6i bay gil nhing
sao t6i thly céu hat dé dung vii tam tr0ng minh luc nay qué va thl'y bul n ngang x00ng. Téi

I0m b0 m: "C6 t0 vOOng khanh t00ng gi n0a dau? Di kil m cai minh gily ching nhOn dl tim vilc
lam thoi, chl t0i di0ng trdn nhilu mO a bay gi6 cul n qua!" CO nghia den IO n nghta bong. Tuy
cO hii"cli l00ng" nhilng khong hilu sao kil nidm nho nhi d6 ¢ n0 m mai trong tri nh0 mOi khi
t6i phii "phOn du" dd vin IéntD mOtthOt boi.

Va cing thOt may m0On, ra trl 0 ng khD'ang mit thang sau thi t6i d0 0 ¢ cong ty vil n thdng Snyder
Communication LP. thué lam Sales Manager. Nhil m v0 quOn trl va dil u hanh mit cai sales
account va co6 khilang 9,10 nhan vién, vl a c6 basic salary vila c6 commision va bonus. Céng
vilc ¢é v cting OK [0 m nhi ng khéng hilu sao mOt ngay khéng dip trli n0, cong ty tuyén bl
thua I0 phOidong cOa. Téi lam cho céng ty nay chla diUc hai nam.

Téi gltdzha l0i resume d0 di tim job mOi. VOi cai background chi c6 hai nam sales manager va
5 nam qul n ly nha hang, nay xin vao cl quan hay hang x00 ng t6i cting t0 bilt khéng phli la
chuyln dO. MOingay t6i gUi di t0 mOtdln hai cai resume, lién til p trong vong nhil u thang, chlc
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ctng phti trén 100 cai. Job chinh phl thi nhilu I0n d0u thivilt nhOng I0i cO rOt vO n dap.

Téi apply nhillu vill ¢, nhillu positions va nhil u hang khac nhau qua nén resume, phlin kinh
nghid m ciing phOithém b0t cho thich hOp; vi viy khi c6 hdng nao gUi di phIng vin holc la
phing vin tri0c trén di0n thO ai, t6i phUi bilt chi ¢ la trong resume glli cho hang dé t6i xin vil ¢
gi va da khai minh c6 kinh nghil m nhi thd nao? Do dé t6i khéng bao gil dam boc nhiing cu
phone glli d0n, cd cho hd d0 I0il0i nhOn tén va sO phone holc tén hang. TGi tim cai resume gli
cho hang d6 xem ki, chulln b0 t0 t00ng xong rdi mOigdildicho hi. ThO "thank you" ddn trong
hip thD cOa nha téi cling nhillu bl ng cac flyers qul ng cao.

Loay hoay ma téi thOt nghil p cling da 6 thang. 0 MO thOt nghil p 6 thdng khdng phi la chuyln
I0 nhO ng ctng khéng phli la chuyl n khong dang néi. Co6 luc téi ¢ m thly minh b0 mOt t0 tin va
nhO dang chii viitrén cai Miln B0t CO HOUi nay. MOt ngay nO dU ¢ b4o t6i thi'y IBM cé miO "job
fair". B0n ndith0y khéng cé job nao lién h d0 n management ma chl cé software engineer,
technician va operator. Tuy la job operator nhllng phlli qua mit céi test can bl n v dil n, téan,
vit ly, safety v.v... d0 chy mdy trong "clean room" nén I00ng di0c tr0 11 ding/ 1 gil, dly dl
benefit. Trong luc d6 100 ng technician mOi ra trd0ng lam 0 cac hang khac cing chi khlang 12
din 14 ding/1 gi0. Xét thOy minh chl cé thD "qualify" cho vil ¢ nay nén t6i danh phii apply.

Lam 0 IBM t6i bi0t d00c hOu hOt manager d0u la kO sO. Supervisor thi di0c b0 nhil m t0
technician qua. Lam céng vil ¢ chly may nhan hi va khéng c6 overtime nén téi c6 thii gil quay
I0i San Jose City College IDy cac I0p Lab va mit vai mén con thilu d0 c6 dilc cai bl ng AS.
G.E.thitéida 0y di cho bing BS trilc day. Bilu nghich ly dintlc cililangilitathi hic
bing AS tri0c r0i hOc 0y b0 ng BS sau con téi thi nglOc I0i. TO xOa ddn nay téi chla bao gil di
xem 10 vi, béi téan nén t6i khéng bill't A0 c con dI0ng hic vin cla tdi nd ba chim by nlidlin
nhd vivy.

Du sao thi trli cting khong phl ngl0i chDu kho, ba thang sau kO t0 luc t6i nd p cai bl ng AS do
cho phong nhan vién thi téi di0c cOt nhi c Ién lam supervisor thay cho ¢6 supervisor di qua
hé&ng khac va t0t nhién I00ng cl a t6i cing dilc I1én theo.

KhO ang sau thang sau, tinh cl trong mit sinh hi'at cdng dlng t6i gl p mOt ngl i bdn cl cung
trong quan dii, qua MO t0 nam 1975. Anh la technician nganh diin t0, lam cho hang Cisco da
nhidu nam, b0 laid-off va vila mii qua Compaq di0c vai tuln, I00ng din 22 d0ng/1 gi0. Anh sOt
sUng gili thidu t6i cho ngl Ui recruiter cla hang. Téi may min di0c nhin mdc du bing AS cla
t6i chla dilc 6 thang va cling chl a lam job technician ngay nao. LOOng dd0c trd nhd vOy la g0p
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rd0i100ng 0 IBM vi vy du phOi lam shift ba (d00c tr0 thém 15% 100 ng can bl n) t6i cling phU i
nhO n.

Khi nhi n vil ¢ t6i g p manager clU a shift t6i, ngl i Hoa, cling la manager t0 IBM vl a mii qua.
Sau vai thang lam vil ¢, anh ta thich t6i cé I0 vi thOy t6i vila chi u khé, vila diilc vilc nén anh
cho t6i lam overtime t0i da, mOi ngay 12 gill, 7 ngay mdt tudn. Culli nam khai thul t6i thO'y thu
nhOp cla minh con nhilu hOn la cla kO sO ¢6 lau nam kinh nghil m. ThOt dung la "nh0t nghO
tinh, nhO t than vinh."

NhO ng r0i nhd ng ngay thang dé ciing chl kéo dai dic hin 2 nam, I0i mOt ngay khéng dlip tr0i
nda da din. Buli chilu mivao hang, chdng t6i thl'y ¢6 nhilu nhan vién an ninh I0n cl nh séat
long vong trong hang, phong cafeteria thi thly c6 miy cai ban trli khan trl ng khac 10 hiin

th0 0 ng ngay, chung t6i bilt ngay la c6 chuyl n chi ng lanh, it nhit cting cé mdt sO ngdOi bl
laid-off. SO thOt con t0 hOn thD n0a. Compag da ban I0i cho Hewlett Packard (HP). TrOOc lac
nhOn gily laid-off, anh manager con chia bilt chuylln mua ban nay nén anh da gilli thich nhl la
phan bua vii chung t6i: "To6i thanh thOt néi cho cac anh bilt 1a téi khdng hi y kil n hay d nghO
gi diivOibitch aivl sU kiln hém nay." Lam vil ¢ vii nhau da lau, chung t6i tin nhi ng dil u anh
ta vl'a noi. Chung t6i b0t tay anh, chdc may mOnva hOn glp I0i nhau trong t00ng lai gin 0 mOt
cbng ty nao do.

Sau khi nh n cai bi th0 laid-off day cO m, chung t6i trén 15 technicians kéo nhau ra parking dil ng
huat thul ¢ ban tan d0 m0i thD va dang s p sl a kéo nhau dln mit quan nao dé con mi cla (vi
da gin 2 gil sang) d an udlng mot bla rli chia tay thi chung t6i thO'y anh manager cla chang
t6i xach clp dira, vOiva di v0 h00ng chang t6i. Chuang t6i chDa ki p hii thi anh ta da |én til ng:

- | am also laid-off like you, guy! Where are you going?

- Oh really? We are going to the restaurant to celebrate and say good bye. Do you want to
come with us?

- Why not?
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V0Oy la thOy tro chung t6i gl p I0i nhau r0t nhanh khéng cin phii dii ddn mOtt00ng laigdn 0 mOt
cbng ty nao dé nhi vla mOi hO'n nhau ldc ndy.

Thii gian kO t0 d0u nam 2002 kinh t0 b0t d0u di xul ng, hdng x00ng cling xul ng theo. MOt sO it
technician trong nhom téi, nhing ngl Ui tr0 thi tim d00c vilc lam nhing sO khac con 101, ¢0 tuli
55 tr0 1én thi di xin ti0n thdt nghilp, hOt thdi hO n hO0ng thOt nghil p rdi thi n0m nha ch cho d0n
tuli 62 d0 apply hO0ng tiln hOu non.

0 MO, I0atulitrén diOi 55, gia thi chia phii gia ma trd cing khéng phii trl bli vly ma di xin
vil ¢ lam da kho, ndm nha chl cho diln ngay hi0ng hOu non thi I0i cang kh6 hi n! Anh nao cling
b0t chlOc éng thi sT nao dé than: "khéng bilt lam gi cho hit nlla dii sau." MOc du nla dli sau
cla céc 6ng chl con cé khiang mi0i, mIOilam nam.

Thit nghid p nOm nha suy nght méi rli clng ra cach. T6i con nhi khi hIc nam thO t0, thi culi
hic kO (final) c6 d0 bai: "TO chln mOt company hay mit small business tuy y, dang s p bl thOt
bli; anh dang la manager hol ¢ la manager mii d00c thué, 6ng Boss mull n anh phén tich ly do
(thOt bOi), cho y kiln mOi, vilt thanh kO hOach d0 dia né 1én l0i." VOn sin cd 5 nam kinh

nghid m nha hang tr0 0 ¢ day, t6i ben chl n nha hang Phl Vilt Nam d0 vilt. Toi da di0c didm A+
. Nght la lam. Téi bén ban vili nha téi (phUi vl chd ng dl ng long thi mOi tat di0c céi "biln déng"
nay vi téi da bilt, nha hang thanh cdng thi vang son, thit bli thi thé thO m I0m ma sac xult
thanh céng thi I0i thd p), rat hot tion 401 K, ban mO stock dang b0 xud ng gid vun vit, gom it til n
danh dim lau nay di m0 mOt nha hang dl t0 lam chO. Thanh céng thi hO0ng, thOt bOi thi ...
chiy, t0 nay sO khéng con s bl ai lay-off n0 a.

Tr00c kia t6i lam qul n ly tuy cling cl ¢ va trdch nhid m nhi ng du sao thi cling lam thué; nay lam
chO thi phiiclc va trach nhiom hOn r0t nhidu I0n. Ngay din MO cong vidc ddu tién téi lam larla
chén part time ngay 4 ti0 ng cho nha hang. Nay dic lam chC, lam full time mUi ngay 13 tiing, 7
ngay mit tul n. Co luc nha téi ndi dua: "VOy la anh cling da di dic t0 "bottom" 1én A0 n "top"

rdi". Mul n ndi khéng phli do phin s cing khéng diilc.

ThOi gian lam nha hang, nhi v chiing dlu chOu cOc¢ va ctng nhi ¢6 chat kiin thoc v 0 chOc,
qui n tr0 business ma t6i d& dil u hanh til m trong sullt h0'n 7 nam, coi nhO la thanh cong. BOn
culi nam 2008, khi thdy sO ¢ khi e c0a minh khéng con thich hilp vOi cong vill c nha hang nl a va
ctng slp din tuli phOinghd hOu nén t6i da thOc s chiu "rda tay, gac kilm."
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Hoa KO dung la Mion B0t COa CO HOi. NOu c6 tai nang va chi u khé thi khong thilu gi dit do
ding v6. Tuy nhién khéng phii ai ciing n0m b0t d00c c0 hdi mOt cach di dang. Cham chl, cOn
cu lam vilc la chuyOn d00ng nhién nh ng cing khéng thl chD quan d0 néi dl0ng dlli khéng c6
may c0 rdi. B6i khi minh ch "b00c sai mOtly ma di din mitdim." TOc ngd Viot Nam minh
cing con c6 cau: "Bon ba khéng qua thii vO n", trong nhilu trd0ng hi p, clng thO't dang cho ta
suy gim./.

11711



