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A Special Christmas Memory

(This short story has won a Prize in the "Christmas Memories writing competition " organized by
"Our Sunday Visitor " Magazine published extensively in the nation. All the stories entering the
contest had to be written with the limit: about 300 words . Thus, the story would be too short but
really significant. That’s a rather difficult matter for competitors. However, with experience of a
writer having won dozens of literary prizes in various domains : Poetry, short sories, current
event discussion, political research etc... (in Vietnamese and English languages), | decided to
choose a subject with content that | thought nobody would write about. It's a decisive factor to
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win. Christmas 2008 is coming; | am delighted to introduce this real short story to my dear
young friends, most of whom can’t read and understand easily the Vietnamese language).

After the iron door of House No. 10 — reserved for dangerous and high-ranking officers of the
old regime — was closed and locked carefully, Father Anh, former lieutenant - colonel director of
catholic chaplain services in the RVN'’s 2nd Military Zone, secretly and briefly told me, "We will
have a special Christmas Eve tonight.""Where? " | asked. He replied, "Next to the restroom, at
the dark corner, the sleeping places of our fellows : Thanh, Tam, Vinh and Kinh." - "When?" |
asked the elderly catholic priest. "After the nightly meeting," he said. | wasn’t a Catholic at the
time, but Father Anh, with great effort, had been gradually leading me to Jesus. After some
arduous challenges, | was completely conquered by Faith in Jesus, the Savior of miserable
people like me, who had been detained in vatious communist re-education camps for 12 years
plus after the collapse of South Vietnam government in 1975. In that dark corner of House No.
10, Father Anh celebrated Christmas Eve liturgy for me and four other fellow prisoners in a
special and secret atmosphere of the communist prison. When a prisoner fumbled his way to
the restroom near us, one of us would signal by clearing his throat, and we pretended to be
talking about the next day’s work or the forthcoming family’s visit. When silence and security
returned, we resumed our liturgy. Nowadays, I've been a Catholic, and | will never forget it.
Phan Duc Minh (Viethamese Catholic Community — Good Shepherd Parish)
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