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MOi day nhilu hii doan ngd0i Viot Quic Gia t0i h0i ngoUi da lén til ng phOn dli vil ¢ National
Geography Society cé dang bin dd thd gili trl ¢ tuydn, trong dé qul n dl o dang tranh chip
Hoang Sa cé chi “China”.

M0 t trong nhl ng bl n d xuyén tJ c ¢l a National Geographic Society -0 nh

QuOb NguylOn Thai HO ¢ (Nguyd n Thai HI ¢ Foundation) da vilt thd nh nguyl n thl yéu clu g0
xull ng.

Pay la n0i dung bl ¢ thO, xin tOm dd ch:

ThOa 6ng Jones:

Chung téi vit thD nay lién quan din chl “Trung QuOc” trén qul n d0 o dang tranh chd p Hoang
Sa trong bl n d0 tho gili trd c tuy0 n do National Geographic Society dang 0.

Thictl la cac dio nim O biln Béng chla bao gil dilc clng ding quic td céng nhin nhi |a
m0t phOn lanh th0 Trung Quic.

Qua bl ¢ thd nay, chang t6i khéng cé tham vl ng thuylt phic quy vO ring qul n ddo Hoang Sa
thuOc v mOt quic gia cO thO. Thay vao do, chung téi yéu cllu quy vO xem xét tinh tring hiln {0
cla nhing hon dio dla vao cac ngulln tin cly, ngudn thD ba di dittén cho dung vOicac hon
dio trén bln dl claquy vO.

Nh0 ng tranh chi p ch quyOn trén cac quin dlo nay vin chla dilc gili quylttrong gon mOt tho
kO qua. NhD' ng nam qua, Lién Hilp Qul c cing da nhin di0c nhilu d0n kil n t0 Vit Nam va
Trung QuOc lién quan din cac cac vin dl nay. Trong thi ¢ t0, nhi ng d0 trinh g0 n day nhit la
thang 5 nam 2009 da dilc cac ni0c nay glitli Lién HOp QuOc. Lién Hilp Quic dla quin dio
Hoang Sa vao dil n “quin dl o tranh chi p” va chda bao gill x4c nhn quln dl o nay thul ¢ v
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qul c gia nao.

Chi c chin rdng National Geographic Society la mit ngul n théng tin quan trllng va dang tin cl'y
cho nhilu ngl0i trén khi p toan cOu, kO ¢ cac nha nghién clu va hi ¢ sinh tr0 tuli.

Vi vy, d vil c ngan chl n céng chung nhi n théng tin sai I0c, chung t6i kéu gli quy vO ngay l0p
t0c xem xét I0i va sla dii, dia trén tinh tring thi c sU cla quln dlo Hoang Sa di phin anh cl
hai quan dilm c0a cing ding qulc td ctng nhO chinh sach gid trung I0p cOa National
Geographic Society.

Xin cam On.
Tréan trl ng,

Mr. Chris Jones, Editor in Chief
The National Geographic Society
1145 17th St, NW

Washington, DC 20036-4688
nationalgeographic. com/magazine
pressroom@ngs . org
maps@ngs.org

March 10, 2010

Ref: The petition for removal of the label “China” at the Paracel Islands on NGS’s online world
map

Dear Mr. Jones:

We are writing this letter concerning the label “China” at the disputed Paracel Islands on the
online world map edition published by the National Geographic Society. (*)

The fact is that the islands located in the South China Sea have never been recognized as part
of Chinese territory by the international community.
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In this letter, we do not have any ambition to convince you the Paracel Islands belong to a
specific country. Instead, we are requesting you to review the current status of the islands
based on reliable, third-party source for correctly labeling the islands on your map.

The sovereignty disputes over the islands remain unresolved for nearly a century. Over the
years, the United Nations have also received many complaints from Vietnam and China
regarding these features. In fact, the latest submissions to the United Nations from these
countries happened in May 2009. The United Nations have classified the Paracel Islands as
“the disputed islands” and have never confirmed them belong to neither country.

It is no doubt that the National Geographic Society is a trusted and reliable source of important
information for many people around the globe, including researchers and young students.

Therefore, in preventing the public from being misled, we call upon you to immediately review
and change the label based on the true status of the Paracel Islands to reflect both the point of
view of the international community as well as the neutral point of view policy of the National
Geographic Society. Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Your name
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