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LOi gi0i thiDu: Nhé&n di p kI nidm 20 nam ngay 6ng Nelson Mandela ra khii nha tu t0i Nam Phi
11 thang Hai, 1990, %%
ban chl bién trang binh lul n (Op-Ed) cla bao The New York Times da mii b0y clu tu nhan
chinh tr0 trén thO giliviltIDi cOm nght cda minh tr00c tin 6ng Mandela ra khii tu. B0y ngO Ui
di0c mOila: Jack Mapanje, Malawi; Wei Jingsheng (NgUy Kinh Sinh) Trung Qul ¢; Nguyl n Ban
Quo, Vilt Nam; Fadjroel Rachman, Indonesia; Ko Bo Kyi, Mi0 n Bil n; Souleymane Guengueng,
Chad va; Wang Dan(VO0Ong Ban), Trung Qul c. Sau day la bl n dich bai clla Bac st Nguyln
Pan Qul, mang t0 a “Nelson Mandela’s Captive Audience: Path of Most Resistance” do Dinh TO
Thic chuyln ngd.

LOn doutién di0c bidt t0i tho m ki ch chinh tr0 bao quanh Nelson Mandela la vao thi p nién
1970, khi t6i dang nghién clu v binh tilu di0ng t0i n00c Anh. Lac 0y, t6i khéng bao gil c6 thd
tién doan la c6 mit ngay, chinh t6i, ciing b0 cOm tu bli mOt chD d0 dan ap vi vl n di ng thang
tidn nhé&n quyl n va dan chi.

Vao thii gian 6ng di 0 c ra khOi nha tu nhil u nam sau do, t6i da trli qua 10 nam t0i nhil u nha tu
va trli khD sai D Vit Nam, va dang trong thii kI b0 quOn thac t0i gia. Nha cOm quydn cOng s n
Vidt Nam da khéng dem t6i ra toa xét x0.

Trong khi theo déi dai BBC bl ng giay nghe nhét vao tai t0 mit may thu thanh nhi, ngul n tin thQ
6ng Mandela da bl ng sang trong tri t6i nhd mit tia chOp. SO kOt thuc 27 nam tu cla 6ng da
thanh t0u nhO sO phii hOp nhOp nhang cla ap I0c quic t0 trén chinh quyln 0 Pretoria. Téi nght:
Hoan hé, day la mit thO ng I0i cOa nhan phim va hy ving trén tuylt vilng va thu ghét, clla kU
lud't va tinh thDOng trén khing bl va tli ac.

NhO Hil'n chdOng TO do 6ng Mandela giup th o vao nam 1955 da tuyén bl : Khéng chinh quyln
nao c6 thl chinh dang cOm quyln nOu khéng dila trén y chi cla nhan dan. MOt chinh quyln
thanh I0p trén bt cong va bt binh ding clUp gilt quyln hanh cla dan; mit dlt n0Cc khéng
bao gil c¢6 thd phin thOnh cho diin khinglidan di0c ding diu hO0ng thD cac quyln I0i va cl
hii; ngd0i dan phi di0c tham gia vao vilc cai trl va phli dilc chia sO sO thOnh ving cla dit
no0c.

Cul c tranh ddu cla 6ng Mandela ddi vOi tdi — cing nhi dUi vOi cac nha v n ding trén toan thl
gili —la mit gdlng sang sinh ding cla s can dim cOn phlico dd chiln dlu cho t0 do.

Ba thang sau khi 6ng Mandela a0l c tha, vao ngay 11 thang 5, 1990, t6i cong bl bl n tuyén
ngén cll a phong trao blt bl o ding (Cao trao Nhan bin) di kit hip sO 0ng hd cho nhing nhan
quyln can bln cla ngilidan Vidt Nam, cho mit chl d0 da ding va nhing cullc blucl t0 do,
cbng bl ng. MOt thang sau, t6i b0 b0t I0i, va bl x0 20 nam tu khO sai. Trong tu cling nhO hiln
nay, 6ng Mandela da hi0ng din nhdng b00c di cla téi trén con di0ng ma 6ng da ting gli la
“con di0ng dai dintl do”.

Nguyln Dan Qul la mdtbac st 0 Viot Nam, ngii da b0 cOm tu ba lon.
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Sau day la nguyén van bai bao trén New York Times:

Op-Ed Contributor
Nelson Mandela’s Captive Audience: Path of Most Resistance

By NGUYEN DAN QUE

Published: February 6, 2010

It was back in the 1970s, when | was doing diabetes research in Britain, that | first learned of the
political drama surrounding Nelson Mandela. At the time | never would have predicted that one
day |, too, would be imprisoned by a repressive regime for advocating human rights and
democracy.

By the time of his release from prison many years later, | had already spent 10 years in many
labor camps and prisons in Vietnam, and was under house arrest. The Viethamese communist
government had never held a trial.

As | listened to the BBC on a small portable radio with earphones, the word of Mr. Mandela’s
release illuminated my mind like a lightning flash. The end to his 27 years in prison had come as
a result of concerted international pressure on the government in Pretoria. Bravo, | thought, for
the victory of dignity and hope over despair and hatred, of self-discipline and love over
persecution and evil.

No government can justly claim authority unless it is based on the will of the people, the
Freedom Charter that Mr. Mandela helped draft in 1955 had declared. A government founded
on injustice and inequality robs people of their rights; a country can never be prosperous until
people enjoy equal rights and opportunities; the people must govern; the people must share in
the country’s wealth.

Mr. Mandela’s struggle was to me — as it is to activists throughout the world — a shining, vivid
example of the courage it takes to fight for liberty.

Three months after Mr. Mandela’s release, on May 11, 1990, | issued a manifesto for a
nonviolent movement to rally support for the basic rights of the Vietnamese people, a multiparty
system and free and fair elections. One month later, | was arrested again and sentenced to 20
years of hard labor. In prison, and still today, Mr. Mandela has guided my steps on what he has
called “the long walk to freedom.”

Nguyen Dan Que is a doctor in Vietham who has been imprisoned three times.
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