Tini Trin, n0 phoéng vién chiln trl0ng Iraq, Afghanistan

T&#225;c Gi&#7843;: Huy PhOOng
Th&#7913; Ba, 09 Th&#225;ng 2 N&#259;m 2010 15:52

Tini Trdn la mOt cd bé Viot Nam din Hoa KO vao dilu thang 5, nam 1975, luc ¢é chl mOi ba tuli
rd00i, ngay nay da trd thanh mOt ngd0i ndi ti0 ng

trong nganh truyl n théng Hoa KU vi hil n nay c6 la thdng tin vién cla hadng Thong TOn AP
(Associated Press) tli BOc Kinh.

0 Phdng vién Tini Trl n. (Hinh: Gia dinh cung cl p)

Cai tén Trln Thién HOD ng do cha md ¢6 dit ngay nay da khong con ai gli di n, nhi ng trong
lang ky gil qul ¢ t0, khéng ai khong bilt ti ¢d gai Vit Nam nhl con, gan li dang nhi'n mOt
nhilm vO kha quan trdng t0i Dong Nam A. Khdng nhing ¢é phl trach cho hang théng tin Hoa
KO I0n nhOtt0i Trung CONng ma con hiln didn khip ndi, t0 O0n B0, Singapore, Thai Lan, Pakistan,
Ma Lai di n Afganistan, Kuwait va tli Iraq trong nhi ng ngay Hoa KO mU trln chién t0 n céng vao
cl dil m Falluja, Baghdad, d0 dem vO nh0 ng nguln tin xac thOt, ghi nhOn t0i chO r0t gia tr0.

Bai cla Tini Trin thO0ng tric hiln diln trén nhi ng t0 bao I0n cla nd0c MO nhd Washington
Post, Wall Street Journal, San Jose Mercury News, Los Angeles Times, Baltimore Sun,
Chicago Tribune, Houston Chronicle, Sacramento Bees... va hing tram t0 bao khac trén khi p
I0c d0a Hoa KO.. Lilt ké cac gili th00ng vO bao chi (Journalist Awards) cla ky gill Tini TrOn:

* 2005 Associated Press Managing Editors Award - Deadline Reporting AP staff coverage of
Asian tsunami

* 2000 National Headliners Award - 1st Place Coverage of a Major News Event AP coverage of
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25th Anniversary of Fall of Saigon, “Vietham Legacy”

- Associated Press Managing Editors Award - Enterprise Reporting AP coverage of 25th
Anniversary of Fall of Saigon, “Vietnam Legacy”

* 1999 Los Angeles Times - Top of the Times Award Beat Coverage & Investigative Reporting

* 1995- Associated Press Managing Editors Award, 1st Place Non-Deadline Writing “Return to
Vietnam” Series, The Tennessean

- Asian American Journalists Association Award - 2nd Place Asian American Issues “Return to
Vietnam” Series, The Tennessean

- Green Eyeshade Investigative Awards, Finalist

Thén phl cOa Tini Trin la Bac St Tr0n Van Thull n, bac sty khoa hanh nghl t0i Houston va mQ
la Cébng Huyn Tén NO MO Chi0Ong, ba du hiicl lowa t0 nam 1963, va vl nd0c nam 1968. Tini
Tr0n sinh t0i Saigon vao thang 6, nam 1971, va culi thang 4, nam 1975, theo gia dinh d0 c di
tOnra B0 Thit HOm DOi, d0n Subic Bay rli di Guam va dilUc dila vO dinh c0 t0i Alabama.

Tini Tr0n da hic qua nhilu tri0ng trung, tidu hi c t0i c4c ti0 u bang Alabama, Mississsipi va
Texas. Luc théan phl cla Tini dia gia dinh v dl nh c0 va m0 phong mOch tdi Houston, sau do
Tini b0t d0u theo hilc dli hi ¢, nganh bao chi ti University of Texas tai Austin. Tuy vi'y khi thdy
Tini thich nganh bao chi thi gia dinh nght ring day chl la m0t sO thich nhOtthdicDa cé nén
khuy0 n khich Tini hoc thém nganh lult hanh chanh ctng t0i dili hi ¢ nay.

Tini TrOn t0t nghilp c0 nhan bao chi 0u hi ng vao mua Thu nam 1994, sau dé c6 dilc tuyln
di ng ngay cho tl bao Tennessian tli tilu bang Tennessee, xullt bl n tlithd phd Nashville.
Nhan thang 5, nam 1995 la thang ki nidm midn Nam r0i vao tay COng SOn BOc Vilt, ban bién
t0p t0 bao nay cl cb di Vit Nam cung vli phdng vién 0 nh Nancy Rhoda dd lam mOt thién
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phéng sO t0i ViDt Nam sau hai m00i nam Saigon sUp dO.

Bai bao “Return to Vilt Nam” dai 43 trang clla c6 da lam chin ding bao gili t0i Hoa KO va dilc
nhidu t0 bdo mua dang I0i. Co6 thl ndi la chl'a ¢c6 mit phong vién MO nao di sat thic tl, va co
khO nang viit v nhing v n d0 sau kin ma ngay chinh quyin COng SOn Vilt Nam Iuc bly gil
ctng khdng mull n cac phong vién ngoli qudc to mo dl mOt toi.

Trong khi chinh ph0 Vilt Nam mul n n6i d0 n thanh tich dan sinh thi cDp mt cOa Tini Trln va
0ng kinh ca phéng vién 0nh da di vao nhilng xém lao di ng, nhi ng bl nh vi n, nhi ng sinh hoO't
cla dam trll ngheo khé bén nhlng ding rac I0n cla Saigon. Luc bly gil Viot Nam chia cli m0
din d0 cho mit phéng vién bdo MO dll n “tham dan cho billt sO tinh” ma chl mul n bao chi néi
|én nhi ng thanh tich va chi tri0ng cla chinh phl, do d6 Tini TrOn va phong vién 0 nh da déng
vai m0t Vilt Kilu va du khach dil di day do6 va quan sat tin nli d0 hoan thanh mOt bai vilt gia
tr0, mOt mOu mOc kho tim cOa liiviot phéng sO.

Trong gili truy0 n théng Hoa KO clng c6 10i chao mii “mua dao ban kép” nhi trong gili cOi
I00Nng 0 qué nha, do dé ma sau bai phdng si “Return to Vilt Nam” nay, Tini Trin da di0c nhilu
t0 bao mii hOp tac vOi mOc thu lao hia hin rt cao, nhit |a hai t0 bao xult bl n trong hai dla
phi0ng c6 nhilu ngd0i Vilt dlnh cO nhitlatl Los Angeles Times va t0 San Jose Mercury
News. Trong thdi gian nay, Tini Trln tha nhOn 14 tiDng ViOt cda minh con yOu nén c6 thd gdp
phii nhd ng tr0 ngOi trong khi di lam phéng sOU v sinh holt cdng ding Vidt Nam t0i d0a phO0ng,
nén culli cung Tini d& chi n t0 San Jose Mercury News vi t0i BO ¢ Cali nay, Tini Tr0n cé gia dinh
ba ngoli va cac di, clu... c6 thd ¢l vin cho Tini nhng vOn d0 Vilt Nam ma c6 chla hilu mOt
cach sau sCc.

MOc dlu da bit Tini Tron vO cOng tac vii Mercury, Los Angeles Times da “chiéu di” bl ng cach
mOi cd tham quan céc cl s cla tl bao trong mittuln va lo t0tcl chiphi cho c6 tli Los
Angeles, ding thiictng hia hdn mOt mOc I00ng cao hin t0 Mercury. Tini Trin da chOp nhin [0}
mOi xul ng Nam Cali tham vilng c0 s c0atl Los nhiing culicung vingil y dnh 0 I0i San
Jose.

Clng tac vi San Jose Mercury hai nam, Tini Trln doi hii t0 bao nay phii dd cho cé sang Vilt
Nam, nhi ng vi t0 bao chlla dap 0 ng nhu clu cla cd, nén Tini Trin vO clng tac vii Los Angeles
Times vi chl bién cla t0 nay ha cho c6 di lam phong sO t0i Vit Nam ba thang. Trong thUi gian
lam t0i Los Angeles, vao culli nam 1999, Tini Tr0n ctng da lan 10n v i nhém phdng vién cla t0
L.A. Times tli khu ph0 Bolsa di theo d6i va td0ng thuDt vl TrOn Trl0ng va bai t00ng thult nay
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da dilc mOt gili th00ng bao chi.

PhOi ndi la nam 1995 sau khi v Vilt Nam va hoan t0t phdong sO “Return to Viet Nam,” Tini TrOn
da thOy r6 dii sl ng clla dan chang, phong cl nh ciing nhi van hoa Vil't Nam Vilt Nam, c6 yéu
thO't sO qué hilIng minh, ndi ma cé da theo cha md bl ra dit0 lac mOi Ién ba. Tini Tron da dot
di0c haimd 00c cla minh, mOtla trfd thanh mOt ngd0i phdéng vién bao chi va hai la di0c lam
vil ¢ ngay trén qué hilng Vit Nam. Lam vi0c 0 dau cd cing mull n nhi n nhong céng vil ¢ t0i
Vit Nam, do do khi hang théng t0n AP mii c6 v clngtac vadia co vO Vilt Nam lam vilc, co
khéng nglin nglinhOn I0i va da 0 dé trong mOt thdi gian dai 5 nam.

Ngoai khil nang vl ngh nghil p, Tini Tr0n la m0t phéng vién nang nd, khéng nglli khé khan,
ludn luén hoan thanh nhu cllu cla hang dit ra va c6 cé nhing nhiln xét di0c cdng nhin la sau
sic. Ban Giam Bl c AP t0i New York rt bit t0i khD nang cla c6 va muln di bt co Ién nhing
chOc vl cao hinva muln dda co dilam TrdOng Van Phong 0 cac nic khac.

ChU vai thang sau, Tini TrOn tr0 thanh Trd0ng Van Phong AP t0i ViOt Nam.

Tini Tr0 n quan nidm day la qué hi 0 ng minh, d0 ng bao minh, di0c sOng, hilu va phic vl qué
hiOng la diDu t0t nhOt. Chinh trong thdi gian lam vil ¢ va sinh sing t0i Viot Nam, Tini Tron d00c
hic hdiva théng cim thém vl con ng00iva dii sing Vit Nam, b0 khuydt cho nhing gi thilu
so6t khi ¢é r0i Vilt Nam ra di luc con qué nhi. Du thD nao, thi phO0ng tiln sinh sOng 0 Vilt Nam,
nhOtla t0i Ha n0i khéong t0t bl ng t0i MO, nhing ¢6 khéng hO mul n r0i nhil m sO, xa nh ng céng
vil ¢ hi'ng ngay clla mit phdng vién ma c6 da yéu thich.

Vao culli thang 2, nam 2003, Tini d00c New York bil't phai sang Kuwait trong khi chd dii MO sO
t0n céng vao Irag. B0 n tul n trong I0a di n, giao tranh va khl ng b0 da lam cho bl mO va gia
dinh ¢é rit lo I0ng. B0 n thang 3, Tini loan b4o cho gia dinh biltla c6 phli0 I0itrin dla lau hin
vi Hoa KO s p t0n céng vao cl didm Falluja. Trong thdi did m nay vé s bai vilt cla Tini Trin da
di0c chuyln diva trd thanh nhi ng tin chiln sO hang dlu trén cac bao chi Hoa KO. Sau bln
thang 0 Baghdad, cé da sang Jordan va bao tin v0. nha cho billt cé da hoan tt nhil m v, nghl
ngli0 Siri Lanka va sOp tr0 vD Ha NOi. ChO trong thOi gian 4 nam, ngd0i phong vién AP tén Tini
Trln da lam nhidm v t0i 22 quOc gia.

Trong cuc d0i lam phong vién tli Viot Nam, Tini TrOn da ti0 p xdc nhit u vOi c0 nh ngheo khé
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cla qué nha, tr0 em thilu an, di hi ¢ khédng cé giay mang, trlli [0 nh khéng c6 d0 4o Om. Tini
thO00ng Vilt Nam la thO0ng ndi nghéo kho, b0t hInh d6 va luén luén khuyl n khich cac em co,
hai gai mOt trai da t0t nghilp d0i hOc t0i MO, rang danh thii gian tham gia cac cong tac thiln
nguyln di gitp d0ng bao ngheo khi 0 Vilt Nam. Do dé cac em Tini Trl n da tham gia cac tl0
chic N.G.O. (Non-goverment-organization) va vl n00c giup ding bao nghéo. Quan dilm cUa
Tini TrOn la Vidt Nam cOn phat tridn gido dic va cli tiln x& hOi dd nang cao kiln thOc va dii
sl ng cla dan chung.

Culc diiclamOt phong vién thiOng tru t0i mOt qul ¢ gia va déi khi I0i tr0 thanh mOt phdng vién
chiln tri0ng b0t dlc di nhi trong nhilu I0n c6 da din Baghdad dlly I0a din. TO nam 2003 dl n

nam 2005 Tini da di Iraq 5 I0n, ¢6 luén luén x6ng xao, nang nl di l0ivangilitaitglp co 0 van

phong, mic du chlc vl clacé la Van Phong TroOng AP tdi Vidt Nam.

Mua Thu 2006, Tini da tr0 v0 MO, theo mOt hi ¢ b ng Fellowship 0 Harvard. B0 c6 th0 hoUt
ding cho AP, Tini da phii theo hi ¢ til ng Mandarine 6 thang t0i MO va 3 thang t0i Bai Loan
tr0 0 ¢ khi di nhO n nhid m s0 mOi.

Ngay 19 thang 9, nam 2009 vl a qua, ¢b Tini Trln da I0p gia dinh v i Edward Wong, hiln la
thong tin vién cla t0 New York Times t0i B0 ¢ Kinh. Wong cling t0t nghil p bao chi t0i BOi HOc
California, Berkerley, va c6 mOt t0i Irag t0 nhd ng nam 2003 vOi vai tro phdng vién bao chi. Tin
mOinhOt cho bilt, Tini Trdin dang d00c AP bil't phai qua Kabul d0 lam phéng sO t0i chiln tri0ng
Afganistan, trong d0p TO ng Thi ng Obama cho tang quén dil n chiln trl0ng nay.
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