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MO ¢ du hOu nhO thilu v ng trong hd thd ng truyl n hinh dong chinh, ng00i MO gOc Vilt trong
sullt thO p nién qua da ph0n nao chilm di0c thD th00ng phong

n0i nhO ng “s6” diln dly tinh tranh dua.

NghU si hai Phan D0t {0 buli til ¢ ImaginAsian TV 0 nha hat ArcLight Theatre, Hollywood,
California. (Hinh: Marsaili McGrath/Getty Images for AFl)

Nam 2003, Phan B0t bl ng ndi b0t khi b0t ngl chil n thO ng trong cul ¢ tranh tai kO chuyOn di
dim trong mua diu cla “Last Comic Standing” trén dai NBC. Ba nam sau, vao nam 2006, sang
t0o kiDu mOu thOi trang cla Chloe Bao lam cho giam khi o phUi trim tr0, dla din chiln thi ng
cho c6 trong mua thd nhi cla “Project Runway” trén Bravo network. Ch m0t nam sau, t0c vao
nam 2007, HuO nh Hung pha chl nh0 ng mén khodi khO u mang I0i cho anh t00c v vinh quang
nhO la mOt trong ba “Top Chef” (d0u bl p hang dl u), mOt chdng trinh cling trong hi thO ng
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Bravo.

V0Oi s tion dang kO nhO thO ng gili va tilng ndi nhD ¢On qua nhing “sé” dil n, sU thOng gili trén
truy0 n hinh cla B0t, Pao va Hung da dia hi di xa hiin trén cac tilt mic tilu lam, thidt kO thOi
trang va nllu n00ng.

Khi x0 p cac nha vo dich giic Vilt trén truyl n hinh nay I0i g0 n nhau, chung ta thOy ngay ndi hQ
c6 dilm ti0ng ding, rdng hi 1a con cai cla didan. HO datinlicmiiditdifctitdinhcla
nhO ng nganh nghll “kh&c vi truyl n thO ng”, d0ng thiileo |én d0n v th0 hang diu trd0c hO ng
trilu ng0 0.

Theo dulli va bam Iy nh ng nganh nghll mua vui khan gill, 1a nhng ngd0i quen vOiculc slng
ho0ng thd va sung tuc, cé thi 1a cO thd thach to I0n, b0t kO hO cé thD kil m d00c til n hay khéng.
ThiOng thdOng ngdOita chl cé thD th0Ong thOc di0c cau chuydn di dim cla Phan B0t, mua ao
qui n do Chloe Bao vU killu va an cac moén an cla Hull nh Hung khi nao thii gian va tiln bl c

cho phép.

BO ng nhi ng nganh nghl ma phUn I0n phéat tril n nhD n0i mOt nOn kinh t0 giau md nh, nh0 ng nhi
s kOt hOp clOa tinh thin chlu ding bl n bl va lam vilc cOn cu, da cho phép ba ngiligic Vilt
nay til p t0 ¢ theo duli dil u minh yéu thich du r ng trong khi kinh t0 cla cl thd gili dang b0
xung dic.

Nguoi Viet 2 qua tilp xuc vOitding ngd0i, dia ra mOt vai nét dii cO0ng, lam thl nao ma BUt, Bao
va Hung vln gil di0c dla vO hang ddu v i nh0 ng nganh ngh “khéng truyd n thI ng” trong thO i
buliglo chOu cliqul nhi thO nay.

Tulng nhi trong dUi cla B0t, Pao va Hung, hi da hai I0n trdi qua khé khdn nhiing v n t0 n 01,
thD nhOt Ia kinh nghi0m di dan clla hi va ki dé la si ng con trong ¢l n suy thoai.

Phan B0 t viii ‘Last Comic Standing’ (2003)
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Phan DUt sinh ra tli Sai Gon va theo gia dinh di dan sang MO nam 1975, khi con mit tr0 sO
sinh.

Gia dinh B0t cting nh nhilu gia dinh t0 nOn khac ngay t0 ddu phUivOtIlon d0 sOng trén dit MO
nhO vao tem phil u thi ¢ phO' m (food stamps) va tiln tr0 cOp cOa chinh phO (welfare). VOt IO n co
nghta la cac thanh vién trong gia dinh phUi th0 0 ng xuyén sl ng chia lia nhau mii cé thD sng
con trong nhing nam ddu mOi dinh cO.

B0t nhi IDi anh phOi khé khan bilt ching nao mii cé thD b0t liénIDc dilc hittltch, trong mOt
giadinh 12 ngl0isOng rOirac trén khip nd0c MO. “Thul Oy lam gi cé Facebook vii MySpace.
Tho hO sau nay khéng th0 hinh dung ra diic dilu d6.” B0t nhi 1a minh sOng bén mi nhl dan
du cl, c0 hai dém dém phlingl nOichan gillng cla ngllikhac. Anh nhin mOnh din didu anh
v n thOOng nght, “Gil0ng la d0 danh cho nhO ng ngl Ui giau c6.”

MOy ch 10n claBbit md mittilm lam méng tay, nhi chat ding tiln d0 gil mOi giup cho DOt
dindinsing ndimOtkhu vic kha gil hOn 0O San Diego, kIl ¢l theo hilc 0 Grossmont College,
mOttri0ng dii hIc clng ding dla philOng nli ma vl sau tén cla bitdilc dia vao trong Walk
of Fame cla tr00ng, trl0c khi b0t dlu vOinghd lam cho thién h cO0icla minh vao nam 1996.

DOn bO0c vao mUt nghl blp bénh nhi thD kO cing tao bl o, DOt trli qua mOt doln dli sOng vo
gia cO trong khi di diln 0 nhiJu hUi quan dil n hai khac nhau. Trl0c buli diin, B0t thO0ng phii
ngl trong xe va rla ray 0 cac phong vl sinh cong cl ng.

NhD 1ong quyOt tam ti0 p t0c nghO didn hai ma B0t da mang vO chiln thdng trong mua dlu cla
“Last Comic Standing” clla dai NBC.

Khi d00c hoi anh nght gi vi cllng ding ngdOig0c Viot thi B0t néi, “HO dlu la nhOng kO s ng
con. NUiday, hi tintlid00c nhd cac holt dl ng kinh doanh ‘gia dinh™.

“Dil n hinh nhO til m nail cda mOy ba chO t6i ma téi ciing nhi ¢ d0 n khéng it trong cac tilt mOc
hai, da giup t6i theo dulli 0 dUi hOc,” B0t til p.
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Ngay chinh B0t cting la mOt ki sllng con da bil n than t0 m0Ot tay dil n hai khéng nha, tr0 thanh
mOt nha chuyén nghilp. Nh kién tri anh mii sing con dilc vii nganh kinh doanh doi hii sO t0
qul ng ba khéng ngling, di I0u dil n thO 0 ng xuyén va c6 6¢c sang tlo lién tlc.

May mi n cho D0t, nh0 dlc tinh lam vilc cOn cu va dlu éc t0 chic siéu vilt, bilu th0 qua “s6”
diln 0 The Comedy Palace, t0i San Diego ma anh m0i c6 thd tOn tdi vOi nghil p d7 dil n hai til p
t0c cl bly nam kO t0 khi gianh d00c chil n thOng trén truyl n hinh. BOi vOi b0 n than BOt, anh
thOy ring nhi “lam tidp thO trén mOng” anh mOi t0o d00c thanh cong khéng ngllng vii nghl didn
hai.

Pitti0ptic diliu diin trén kh p Hoa KO va hii ngoUi. Bulidin sOp tliclaanh di tru s di0c
t0 chOc t0i Sheraton Laguna Resort I Guam vao ngay 3 Thang Chin.

TO khi thOng gili, BOt xudt hil n trén truyd n hinh nhil u I0n qua cac buli dil n nh0 “The Tonight
Show with Day Leno,” “The Tyra Banks Show” va “Family Guy.” HOn th0 n0a anh con bl c vao
man 0 nh rdng qua cac phim “Cellular,” “Spring Break '83” va mii giln day nhit la “When in
Rome.” B0t con cho phat hanh DVD “Dat Phan Live” hili d0u nam, va giln day ¢6 CD “You
Touch, You Buy,” c6 thD nghe dic trén ltunes.

NhO nhi0 u thanh tich va lién t0c lam céng vil ¢ t0 thil n trong sult nhildu nam, B0t dilc
Smithsonian Institute cdng nhiin la mOt trong 10 ng00i g c Vilt gay di0c¢ nhilu 0nh hI0ng nhOt,
dif u ma anh trang trdng nhi ¢ nhi trong trang mO ng cla minh.

Chloe Dao viii ‘Project Runway’ (2006)
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Nha thilt kD thl i trang Chloe DBao f1imit bulira mitthlitrang cda flp chi Nylon Magazine [
New York. (Hinh: Evan Agostini/Getty Images)

Clng nhi Phan BUt, Chloe Bao xullt than t0 m0t gia dinh di dan gdm 10 ngd0i, kO ¢ cha m0,
bly chl em va chinh c6. Cé ra dlli 0 Pakse, Lao, sau do theo gia dinh di dan sang Houston vao
nam 1979, luc cb con bé.

Sau khi din MO, ¢l gia dinh ¢6 tr0 thanh mit ngul n lao d0 ng khéng 00 ng trong sult nhil u
nam. C6 tdm s, “LOn |én, t0i t6i th0 0 ng xuyén lam vilc phd cha md 0 mOt quan rd0u, vi dang
con di hic nén chl lam vilc di0c vao culli tuln; vD sau chdng t6i cé thém mOt tilm sia ao
quldn.”

Lam vil c khong 00 ng cho gia dinh lac b0y gil la cOn thi0t, Dao ndi, “Chung t6i chl ng phli giau
cO gi vi khi d n day chung t6i chl hai ban tay tring.”
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Pao néi chuyln cli m0 vl quan nidm sai l0m nang nhin thl'y ndi ding bao cé 0 qué nha trong
dlp c6 vO tham Vilt Nam, “Khi b0 n vO tham qué h00ng, ai ciing nght bn c6 dilc mOtsing
sung tac 0 bén MO. HO dau bilt 0 day chung ta diu phliquin qultlam vilc do kiim tion.”

Pao néi thém, “D1 nhién 0 day chung ta di0c nhilu I0ithD va ¢l hii, clng nhd hi0n nhién phii
cong nhn rlng chung ta lam gi cing dd dang hl n, tuy nhién t6i nght khong phUi bao gil cing
dang nhi vy c0.”

Ngay cU bay gil, Bao vl n phling0 trung binh sau gill mii dém, thOp hIn nhilu so vOi sO gil ly
t00ng 12 tiing ma cd hing ao 00c.

Chloe Bao vin tilp tic vlinhilu do tinh va hidn dang bl cong sl ¢ vao nhidu d an kinh doanh.
COatilm “LOT 8”0 Houston diic dit theo tén 8 cb con géi trong gia dinh, vila an ming kO

nid m 10 nam thanh 10p, sau khi md r0ng gl p d6i dil n tich hi'i nam 2006 d0 dap 0ng kO p vdi nhu
cOu cla khach hang.

Pao diIc di cao va da ban hit sich QVC trong sull't ba nam vl a qua, dang n 10c vOi Nuo
Tech vl cac linh kiin didn td, b0t ddu di0c bay ban 0 Office Max, hol ¢ mua trén ming [
Target.com, Dell.com va eBags.com t0 nam 2009.

MOi g0 n day nhit vao nam 2010, Dao cho thém bl slu tlp d cO0i danh cho cé dau vao vli
DAOQO Chloe DAO fashion line, vii diic tring la cac &o clUi lam bl ng I0a organza, tulle va lace.
Gia trong khollng t0 $1,100 din $3,400.

Pao ciling di tru cho holit diing tr0 I0i LOT 8 by Chloe Dao, vii chD trl0ng ban mdt hang gia hi
hin d0 nhOng ai khéng mua nli hang thul ¢ dong DAO Chloe DAO vl n c6 thl mua dii0c thi0t
kO cOa co.

B0 dap Ong viichiln I00c c6 dem ap ding d0 dli pho vii tinh hinh kinh 10 suy thoai hil n nay,
Chloe Bao ndi, “Dilu I0n nhit giup gil m b0t khé khan cho bl n than la mO rIng hoUt dlng theo
ho0ng mOinhO t6i da thdc hiln vOilinh kiln diin t0. Toi lam vOi QVC line. T6i ¢é tilm riéng. Gil
day t6i vila miitung ra dl cho ¢ dau nhi vy t6i c6 di0c ngul n thu nhi p khac.”
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biiviibao, da ding vin la chia khéa dl tilp t0c gil di0c ciUng vl hang diu trong kU nghl
thOitrang. Co viin tidp tOc dilc s céng nhin cla nganh thong tin ddi chung, mOi xult hiln trén
truyd n hinh trong ch00ng trinh “Today” clla dai NBC, “Access Hollywood” va “Inside Edition,”
“American Morning” cda CNN va “The View” cla ABC.

Tr0 10§ hOi 2007, thilt kI c0a Pao dic nhic din O Smithsonian Institute trong cul ¢ tril n 1am
I0y tén “Exit Saigon, Enter Little Saigon.” NhO n xét vO kinh nghillm vinh danh ng00i glc Viltcla
minh, Chloe Dao ndi, “Theo t6i dil u hay nhit d0 thly d00c la chung ta thO'y diu khéng phli la
kD s, bac stva lult s, va dé ro rang la mit cach tring dil n hay ho v nhllng quan dil m khac
bilt vO sO thanh céng.”

HuO nh Hung vii ‘“Top Chef’ (2007)

Gia dinh Hull nh Hung khéng déng nhi cla B0t va Bao nhing gia dinh 7 ngl Ui cla anh da t0 ng
gl p clnh phan ly trong sult b0y nam trli sau khi chil'n tranh Viot Nam chi m dit.

D0 u bl p Hul nh Hung i cud ¢ thi n0 u an “Food & Wine Classice Cook-Off’lI khach sl n Regis
Hotel, Aspen, Colorado. (Hinh: Riccardo Savi/Getty Images for American Express)l

Khéng lau sau khira dii 0 Sai Gon, cha va hai trong bl n ngdi anh tr0n khii Vilt Nam bl ng
thuydn vao nam 1979. VO sau hi taidinh cl 0 MO.

779



Living Reality / Culc siing thi c t0

T&#225;c Gi&#7843;: Bai: Jane Le / Chuyln ngd: Trilu Phong
Th&#7913; Hai, 13 Th&#225;ng 9 N&#259;m 2010 17:22

V0Oiba ngllidang 0 MO va bln con kit l0i Viot Nam, gia dinh phUi d0i d0n nam 1986, khi cha
cla Hung cé db khi nang bl o 1anh cho nhing ngtli con sét I0i qua dilc MO.

Bi0c hiidiDu gi xOy ra khi anh mii bl 0c xull ng may bay, Hung néi, “Téi I0 ng thinh. T6i khéng
bilt phli ndi gi cU vi dé 1a luc ma téi mii di0c thly cha I n dlu. Hai trong mOy anh t6i da sang
day t0 tri0c. Luc Oy clm giac nhd ‘0, vily a, cac anh d0u la anh ru0t cla téi ¢ sao.” T6i phii
mOt mOt thOi gian mOilOnI0n quen difc vOithOctlido.”

Hung con nh minh b0 hO ¢ lui xuO ng [0p MOt hOi 8 tuli vi ly do khong billt tio ng Anh. Hung gili
thich, “T6i khong bilt mOt chl tidng Anh, c6 chang chd my cau nhl ‘good morning, how are
you, thank you, | am fine’. Téi bit chl c6 tho.”

MO ¢ du g0 p khé khan ngay t0 dlu trong vilc difu chOnh I0i vi cul ¢ sO ng trén qué h00ng mOi,
Hung thOy kinh nglc mOt didu. Anh kO, “Téi thO ¢ ngd ¢ nhién v cung vi thOy trong t0 10nh cé
sOn dl an! Tuy khéng thil u thi ¢ phU m nhi ng t6i nhi trong t0p chi ngdOita chOp hinh 10 10nh
dly nhoc dil an nhi nao la dui ga, sfa va ni0c cam t00i. Bidu mul n ndi la chung t6i khdng co
difct0 I0nh nao nho viy cO0.”

B0 y diinthOc antl hiicon bé, vi sau Hung tr0 thanh bl c thly vO khoa nCu an, tri0c h0tO
tilm an c0a cha mi 0 Pittsfield, Massachussetts, ki dé sau khi theo hi'c 0 Culinary Institute of
America, Hung lam vil ¢ cho cac nha hang tén tulli nh0 Lespinasse, Per Se, Manhattan Ocean
Club va Guy Savoy, tri0c khi thOc hiln di0c vilc trfing dii trén hd thd ng truy0 n hinh.

113 AV X

Vao mua th ba cla “s6” an khach “Top Chef” cl'a Bravo, Hung pha chi nh0 ng moén gay khoai
khO u cho cac tay n0lu an nha nghl cung nhilng dan sanh dilu v an ull ng, khil'n vO sau hd da
chOn Hung la tay vé dich trong s0 15 ngd0i dO thi.

Sau chil n thd ng trén man 0nh nh, Hung b0 c Ién mOt thach thl c mOi, dé la n0u moén an kiéng
clanglOi Do Thai (kosher food), trong cIng vl khach mii, déng vai bl p trl0ng cho nha hang
Solo 0 New York, mOt nha hang chuyén vO d0 an A Chau va vung Bla Trung HO .

Ti0p tOc thD thach, vO sau Hung gianh di0c gili “Best Fish Award” U cul ¢ thi til ng tam Bocuse
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d'Or USA vao nam 2008.

Anh hilnlablOptrdOng 0 Ajna Bar t0i New York va da t0 ng tho nghil m vOi vi0 ¢ thém hO0ng vO
Vit Nam va Trung Hoa vao trong n u n0 0 ng.

Nghilp nfu niOng cla Hung nay dang 0p O vOiy t00ng hoOt ddng thanh cong ty. Anh hil'n cé
nhidu dd an trong céng vil ¢, “Toi ¢ bl n vil ¢ dang x0 p hang chd thi ¢ hil n, dung ra la nam vi
hém nay t6i m0i nly ra thém m0t vilc mOin0a.” HIng chi trl0c nhdng gi ¢6 thD thOc hiln di0c,
Hung néi, “Lac nay c¢6 di0c nhidu chin IDa. Cing nhd mia rJi n00c chly vly ma. Toi dang
trong giai dol n suy nght nén chin di hi0 ng nao.”
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