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Céach day 5 nam tr0 di, moén 'xi phé' (poker), dilc dialén TV mitcach rim r0 va cé chi dich.
Pay la mit phong trao di0 c xem la mén 'th0 thao vO tri 6c¢', r0t gay cOn hOi hOp, lam say mé
mOt sO khan gil ¢c6 mau mé cl blc da danh, né con t0o thém si khan gill déng dlo dang kU,
thulc d0 mOi thanh phin, da sO la gili tr0, t6 mo tim hilu, t0p tOnh, 00c mO, d0 c6 ngay, bilt
dau...

Nh0 ng khuén mOt quen thulc, xult hiln nhilu I0n trén TV bl ng trd thanh thOn t00ng c0a mOt
s khan gid, vii nét mit tréng r0t 'nglu’, hoO ¢ I0nh nhO ti0 n, déi khi g00m gdOm nhd sOp I1én vo
dai d0 an thua di vOidlithD. NhiOng tay cO blcnay l0idi0c vinh danh, xem nhl la nhi ng
ng00i nOi ti0 ng (celebrities) nhO nhi ng tai t0 Hollywood hol ¢ la nh ng v n dIng vién chlt xam
vl mén 'cl blc hic' HO la nhing nhan vt gdm d0 mOiqudc tich trén thD gili, trong d6 Viot
Nam minh da sinh sl n nhilu 'cao thl vd lam', kha nli ti0 ng, c6 tay di 0 c ton danh la 'Master'
(SO Phi) chh chOng it!

Hai mén xi phé chinh di0c¢ chii nhiDu nhit 14 'stud' va 'hold'em'. Mén stud, gill ng xi phé Vilt
Nam, nhOng thay vi miing00idi0c chia 5 la bai, mén stud I0i gdm nhing 7 14, 3 1a Up, 4 14

ngl a, rit phong phd nén rIt kh6 doan t0y. Tuy nhién mén nay khéng di0c ph0 biln rIng rOi
nhO mon hold'em vi n6 chlm, khéng gay cln, I0i chd gili hOn 8 ngllichOila tdida (vi khdng dl
bai d0 chia), trong khi hold'em cé th chiidin 10 ngi0i holc hOn nOa, vimditay chiichl cOn2
la bai trong tay la d0 (cOng thém 3 trong 5 & bai cl a lang, hol ¢ cng ding, tilng MO gdi la
'‘community'). Nhi thd, mOi tay chOi dilu phOi mO0On 'lang' 3 1a bai thich hOp nhit dl c6 di 5 la
mUOi d0 tay ('hand'-5 ngon), dem ra d0u v i nhi ng tay kia. Vi tinh chdt d0 n gil n, nhi ng s6i n0i,
nén mén hold'em, con dilc gUi la "Texas Hold'em', rit d00c 0a chul ng.

NhiDu ngl0i thO ¢ m0Oc, khéng hilu t0i sao, ¢l bic la mén dl den, chilm hit 90%-95% s quyOt
dl nh an thua trong mOt trin dlu, th0 ma l0i cé nhi ng tay, lién t0c thing hOt trin nay din trln
nd, hd do van c 1000 tay chii khac, d0 culli cung dolt gili nhit, mdi la dil u khé hilu! Chl ng
I0 y cO di0cthOn tai chilu cO mai mai, hay lay cé clp mitthin, thOy di0c bai nglli khac? Vi,
viilOichOi'no limit' (di til n khéng gili hi'n) thi chd 1 van sO hi trong cO 1000 van bai, cliing dU
lam kO nhiDu tiDn nhOt b0 tiéu tan sO nghilp, khéng con ding xu dinh tui! Ngay ¢l khi, bai cla
y dang de blp dii ph0ng 99%, viln con 1% d0 bl 'phin phé!" Phii gili thich th0 nao cho hip
ly day, dii vOitay vO nhOt, sau 3 ngay lién tlc danh gl c 1,200 tay chii khac db lanh gilinh0t 7
trilu dé ngdt nhO dU0nNng mia lau, thOm nhd mit t0 nO !1?7?

Téi c6 nglli ba con, cing thul ¢ lodi 'cao thi', day diin chOn sa tri0ng miy chd c nam, nhil ng
cho dl'n bay gill, cing chll mdi didc 1 I0n duy nhitvao din ban chét, ding thD 7, lanh dilc
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$175,000 la qua I0m r0i! Anh tha thit: "YOu t0 quydt d0nh vin la may min, may min va may
mOn ROt nhilu lO0n Trdi da ban cho t6i dbi xi dach dl ¢6 di0c mOt sO vOn kha kha, t0 doé toi
dung s ti0n I0n dé nhi la va khi l0i h0i d0 4p d0o di phiOng it ti0n, bOng chiln thult'lIDy thOt
dée ngiOi', di tiln kha mOnh tay, du c6 thua cting con tiln d0 tidp t0c chidn ddu, da sU nhOng tay
ylu'dia diu ém dlu mau u té chiy, khéng muln bl 'knock out' bl i anh khiing I0!, tr0 khi bai
anh ta qua 'dli cat'. Tuy nhién tbi cling bilt né trdnh mOy anh bl con hin t6i, dl blotlnldc
I00ng, nhitla khi ¢ 2 d0u thD dang an thua d0 vOi nhau, du bai minh kha t0t, vin phii bD
chly, di 'trai co mO nhau, ngl éng hi0ng I0i', nghia la 'n0u mOt ngd0i ra di, thi m0t ng00i sO
di0c bdOc lén thém mOt bl c thang danh v ng!'. CO thD ma tdi ti0 n sdu vao vong trong luc nao
khong hay! Cho d0n khi 'ngd0i yéu (thdn Tai) da b0 téi di', thi t6i chD con 6 bl c thang nl a, la d0t
diOc 'ddnh cao chéi lOi!'".

NhO vy, chung ta cé tho tin chdc ring, sO may min la yOu t0 quyOdt dinh 90%, con I0i 10% la
do nang khil u, s xét dodn, tai nghl lul n lach, né tranh trong nhi ng luc hil m nghéo, thi p 0
nhOt sinh d0 sOng con cho din gil choét! Phii cdng nhi n r0 ng nhi ng tay chuyén nghil p xi phé
(professional poker player) phicé 1 nang khilu dii ¢ bilt hin ngl0i, bilt phan tich tam ly, xet
dban céch di til n, nhin nét mOt, c0 chl cla dii phi0ng qua lang kinh kha chinh xac cla mit
tam ly gia, hay itra ctngla 1 nha ly luin hic slc bén, di c6 thi tranh né dli th0 mOnh hin
minh, ngd0c I0i vO chlp ngay 'con nai vang dang ngd ngac dip 14 vang khd', khong thiIng
tilc. Anh mitla cla sO clatam hin, do do, cac pro-poker-player dbi khi I0i phii dung clp kinh
den d0u kin, khéng cho di ch thd b0t mOch! BOi vli nhl ng tay chuyén nghil p, khéng nhl ng h0
dlu vOi con bai subng, ma con ddu tri vOi ddi thO, bl ng cach quan séat va ghi nhl tinh tinh va
cach chli (phong thD hay tOn céng) cla dili thD do 'call' (theo) hay 'fold' (b0), hoU ¢ 'raise' (i0) I0i
dich thD dung lac, trong nhi ng trd0ng phli quyOt d0nh gila cai sing va cai chit. Tom I0i, muln
tr0 nén mit celebrity v mén poker, tri0c tién cOn phlicd nang khilu diic bilt va nhing ylu t0
nhO t6i via kO trén, sau d6 s may min s dlay din vinh quang. MOt ngd0i binh thO 0 ng, du c6
gl p may mdn cach miy di n0a, ctiing khdng thO tiln s&u vao vong trong diilc vichl 1,210nvIp
ng&, sb tiln thdng d00c nhd may mOn, sO tiéu tan trong giay lat, vi s may mOn khéng 0 mai
vlli anh ta, do do, nlu khéng bil't trdnh né, lul n lach, thi 'oum’, chl mOtI0n 'all in' théi, clng &0
hit anhtara khiiculc chli. Ngay cl tay 'pro', khdng phli luc nl o cting til n sdu dl 0 ¢ vao vong
trong, ma c6 th0 bl 'knock out' 0 vong d0u bli mittay m0! Thay vi bl chiy tri0c sO t0n cong
cla dlch, tay mO nay, vi 'didc khdng s sung', cl bam rilt ddch thd vOi mOt hy vilng mong
manh, nhi ng d0 n phat choét thi, Chada Dil con bai hidm I0i r0i vao tay anh! ThO la tay Pro kia b0
rli vao tinh trdng, ma t0 chuyén mén gli la 'bad beat', 'goanh’ dich thi t0i bli hoa la, chl mOt
cu dim culicung la kOt li0u, thi b0 ng nhién tay mi kia d00c ai lil ng cho khiu sung, tho la
'dung' mOt phat, kU t0n cong dang trén da chil n thl ng, bl ng lan dung, nhly danh dC ch, khi cay
bai culli cung diilc IOt ra! Ngia vl ngilc la chuyOn ritthi00Ong x0y ra0 mén xi phé nay, nhing
vli mOt tay cao th0, y sO khéng di cho tinh tring nay x0y ra, hol ¢ c6 xUy ra, thi y ctiing chl bl
xay xat nhi thdi, c6 thi ti0p t0c chiln dlu trong nhilng trin danh kO tidp.

Con rdt nhilu chuyln I0n cOn phi ban trong cac trin diu Qudc TO (W.P.T- World Poker
Tournament), nhi ng t6i khéng dll khil nang dil di sau hiin, chd xin ban sO cho vui dli den dil,
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tr00c khi ki mOt chuydn nhO cing thul ¢ lo0i d0 den cOa dii téi: Chuyl n 'Téi trung Jackpot'!'

B0 céu khach, thi 0 ng thi0ng cac Casino c6 dit nhing gili thi0ng cho khach chiimitsO tiln
I0n nhO tuy theo mOc¢ an thua to nhi cda mOi ban. NOu trong ban con I0i 2 tay chli nao cé bai
thul ¢ ding 'm0 u binh', nhd thOOng gdi ltc binh x0p xam, thi ban dé kO nh0 d00c trang 'jackpot'.
Bai 'm0u binh' thi0ng la 't10 quy' (four of a kind), hoO ¢ 's0 nh-dl ng hoa' (straight-flush) v.v...Hai
tay chli s d00c lanh kholl ng 90% till n thO 0 ng, 10% con IUi, chia cho nhing tay kia. L0 mOt
didu la, trong 2 tay trung gili, tay nao cé bai nhi hin, I0i dd0c lanh ti0n nhidu hO' n (60%), con
tay kia chi di0c 40%, cOng thém sO tiln ma y danh thi ng trén ban. Ngay nay gili th00ng cé
thd 1én d0n $100,000, vao nhi ng ngay gil nhit d0nh trong tul n. nhi ng ngay gil khac thi chl
vai chi ¢ ngan tr0 10i thoi.

Téi tring jackpot cach day 6 nam, tiin thDOng chd ¢6 $12,000 théi, nhi ng t6i vin nho r0t rd
tOng nd0c bai, vi day la mit kO ni0 m 'xanh', mau xanh cla nhing t0 giy bac 'In God we trust'
thi khé ma quén dilc! Nhitla nhing tilng reo vang Dm0 cla nhing ngdOi cung ban va nhi ng
ban kO cOn bu I0i xem, t0 o thém bl u khdng khi nao nhilt, hao hic, vui dao di! SO tiln thO 0 ng
khéng 10n lao gi, nhiing lau I0m mii co 'jackpot' mOtI0n, nén s Om 0 nao nhilt clng la chuyln
th0 0 ng.

H6m d6 téi danh bai 4-8 hold'em (c6 gilli hiin), c6 nghia la mOi I0n diti0n (g0i la 'bet) la $4, n0u
muln t0 thém, thi chd d00c t0 thém $4 n0a théi, khéng thl nhilu hin, ngd0i kO ti0p cling viy,
din ngd0ithD t0 sO tiln sau 310N t0 bay gil 1én $16 la tlida, nhing nglOi kO tilp chD dilc
theo (‘call’) hollc bl ('fold'), chl khéng dilUc t0 (‘raise’) thém nla. Tuy nhién, khi chl con 2 tay
xung tr n, thi cul ¢ chil n sO khéng con gili hIn nda, nghia la c6 quyln t0 quatd I0i, '‘b0n 0 do',
cho din khi bén nao hiitdin mii théi!

Ngay hém dé, thi n tai da chilu ¢l téi r0t nhilu I0n, nén t0 sang din trda, t6i chd mua 'x0u'
(‘chip') mOtI0n d0u tién 1a $40 (t0i thil u) cho ban chii hold'em 0 mic dl 4-8, bly gil sO tiln da
lén din gdn $300 r0i. Ba miy I0n t6i dInh bl ng gom tiln, ding diy, danh bai 'tDu ma'la via,
nhO ng vi Iong tham, nghT minh con dl, t6i nOn na til p t0c danh thém miy van nla cho dl
$300, rli nghl ngang, c00ng quydt khdng chili nlla. Khéng ngll, miy van sau dé, t6i thua nl ng
vi b 'phin phé' my I0n, sO ti0n con I0i chO trén $200 chat d0 nh. Theo mén 'CO BOc Hic', ai
cting c6 luc di lac den, nhi ng khi dang a0 mOt day, b0 ng nhién bl phin phé miy cay li0 n, thi
dé la diu hilu thOn Tai da dii dla chd rli, 'gia chl' nén 'lidu A0 0ng cao chly xa bay, ndu con
ndn na, c6 ngay gay rang!' Nght vy xong, t6i liln kilm mOy cai 'rack' ding tiln xdu d0 sOp
vao, dinh dem diin quly dlitiln ra vd, trong long rit 0m D¢, vi khdng nghl sUm hOn, khii phOi
thua I0i 7-8 chic bl c!
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Trong luc sUp d0t mOy chi ng chips vao hilp, thi téi viln b0t 2 con bai culli, nha cai ('dealer’) vl a
chia ra, d0 nh b0 ng xem, ndu x0u, thi vt bai, ding dly ra vO. T6i con nhi r0trd, 2 cay bai dlnh
mOnh d6, gdm mOt cay Gia chulln, va mit cdy B0 m chulln, khong thul ¢ lo0i 'dli cat', nhing
ctng vao hing 'tiu cat', chii di0c! ThO la téi moc 4 con chips trong hi'p d0 ng tidn, mua mOt
cay xem sao.

HO6m dé cé 9 tay chii, ngdli dlu tién ngli phia bén trai nha céi luén lubn mang s mit, ngiOi
culli cung bén phii nha cai mang sl 9, theo quy dinh, d0 glicho di, khOi phCi x0ng tén. TOi
nglighd sO 3, con s d& dem I0i nhiDu may min cho t6i hdm d6. Til p t0 ¢ van bai chét dang bl
d0 ; khi dealer da chia xong mii ngl0i 2 cay bai, cé 3 tay bl culc vi bai x0u, din tay s 8, thi I0i
c6 2 tén khac 'fold' khi nghe tén sl 8 hé 'raise!' Thi la chll con 4 tay chiitilp t0c chiln dlu,
trong dé co 1oi.

Bln day, 'cai' bltdlu I0t ngla 3 cay bai dlu tién dl trinh lang, rIt hdi hOp, vi 3 cay bai nglla
diu tién, thi0ng thO0ng quylt dInh an thua cO van bai. Ba cay bai xai chung cho mii ngiOi
gbm c6 mit cay BOird, mitcay mit O chulln va mitcay 2 bich. Tay s 8 I0i di tiln ($4), vi mdy
tay kia du 'pha’ ('check') ¢, kO ¢l t6i, mic diu bai minh cé Gia, B0m, Bli, 10, tOc la sinh 2
dlu, I0i thém 3 con chuln tr0 10c, cé nhiDu khd nang ap dlo. Nha cai l0i 0t thém mit con bai
nglanba:'9 chuln!" ThO la xem nhO bai t6i, di n day da an trum thién hi, ching con sO thing
Tay naonlacl! SOnhl0n: Gia chuln + BIm chulln (cla téi) + BOiré+ 10 chuln+ 9 chuln (cla
lang). NhD vy l1a SOnh Gia, B0 m, BOi, 10, 9 va 4 con chuln bd, chl dii cay bai culli, nDu cé
thém mit cay chuln nla, thi I0i cang t0t (chd sO thua ddc nhit'ddng hoa' xi théi). LOi di ti0 n,
I0n nay la '8 ti', chd khéng phli 4, vi da c6 4 cay bai ngia rli (theo lult), va ndu t0 I0i, thi cling
gl p dbi, nghia la 16 ti!

BOtdlu gay cOnrdidly! LOn nay t6i phlidanh, via tham do mit tr0n, vl a khdng cho dili thO
mua cay chét, 'nudi ong tay ao' nguy hilm [0 m! ThOy t6i di tion, 10i cé 2 tay b0 culc, chd con tay
sO 8 vin li [0m mua thém mit cay bai chot nla, nhing I0n nay y khéng con hung hi nhi trilc
n0a, nét mit hdi thOt ving. Tuy nhiény la tay dang dU, til n chip trén $300, vi y thing liln mOy
van lon, 'ph0n phé'téi miy I0n, dau nhd hodn! LOn nay, t6i quyltan di, trdlclarla hln, sau la
I0y tiDn b0 tai. Nha cai, cé v trinh trl ng, sau khi n0 m tay vl nh0 vao ban mOt céi, t0 10 10t ngla
cay bai culitrilc sl hiihOpcla2diithi:'10 chuln!" Tim t6i nhd ngdng dC p! Ba ti0 ng

'S0 nh-DB0 ng Hoa', vang Ién trong I0 tai cla t6i, dIn ndi téi e rdng ngl Ui ngoai c6 thl nghe dilc!
T6i nhin dli thO, hinh nh0 mOt clay cling danh I0i thi ph0i! C6 I0 y trang 'cu 10" BOi rOi (3 con+1
dbi- tiing MO gOi la 'full house'). Cllu cho y trdng cu I0 cang t0t, vi bai téi da dit mOc 'thO0ng
thoa' rdi, con ai hOn nda! Téi t0 t0 mdc 8 'dd' trong hilp dlt ra ban, dang difu 'hli ngd p ngl ng',
nhO ng trong 1ong thi r0t 'd0 ng dd ng mOt cach khoai trd’, vi bilt chl ¢ bai minh thudc lo0
'win-win', t0 thOng tdi thO ng, viln d0 la th0 ng nhil u hay it ma thoi! B0 ch thl ctng ra vi dam
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chiéu suy t0 I0m,nh0ng theo tbi nght, y cting khoai tra khéng kém, con hiln cl t6i nla la dl ng
khac!

BOng nhién y cao gidng: 'l raise!" Trdi d0t! T6i mIng quynh, mudn hét IOn! Baiy thulc lo0i 'dli
cat' rii! Cang I0n cang thua to con Uil TGi cling lam b0 nhiu may suy nght, I0c d0u 2 caitrilc
khi dong dic dap I0i l0i'hu dia' cla dii ph0Ong: 'l re- raise!'. C6 10 cOm giac cla ddch thi luc
nay cling clc kU khodi I0¢c nh t6i, khi y m0 millng hung dang hé I0n: 'l re-reraise!'

Oi gili 0i la gili! Qua da! Quéa da! Gil phat nay khong con ai dong ki ch nila, 2 tay slng 'oai
hung' d0u bdp co lia l0a, 'hai milng mOt I0i": 'raise, raise va raise!...' culli cung t6i hit din tr00c!
Ti0ng sung nging, ¢l ban im I0ng, hUi hIp chd dli xem ai b0 trang d0n! Trén ban bay gil la
m0t d0 ng ti0 n khol ng trén $500.00 t0t cO la cOa tbi, cla tdi va chi cla téi théi! Xung quanh ban
da co mit sO ngdOi hilu kD bu quanh, vi thO'y sO tidn trén ban qua I0n dli vOi ban chli 4-8
Hold'em! Vi la ngd0it0n céng tri0c, nén t6i phli I0t t0y dlu tién: 'Straight Flush!" (SO nh-B0 ng
Hoa), t6i vla I0t ngla 2 con bai ty, vila kéu hanh hé to.

'Four Jacks!', hiln cting la to, vli s kéu hanh khdng kém, sau khi ném 2 cay bai xul ng ban:
mOt cay BOi bich va mOtcay BOicO!, viisO vl 6a am thanh, hdu nh clatdtcl mOingdOi
chOng kiln culc chii: 'Jackpot! Jackpot!' Thi 1a, khéng nhilng 2 tay sung 'oai hung' billu ID
nid m hd nh phuc 'tuy nhD ma to' 0y, nhIng tay sung bl lodi ra khdiculc chiln t0 trd0c cing
tham gia nid m hoan hil khéng kém! it nhi't hO cting lanh di0c gin 300 bic (side pot), ma 2 kil
chidn thO ng kia da dem I0i cho hO'!

Riéng t6i, tuy da thi ng tay sU 8, vi bai l0n hIn, nhOng I0i I&nh ti0n it hOn, (g0n 4000)+ sO tin
thOng 0 chiln tr00ng, t0 ng cl ng khol ng 4,500. Tén kia Ianh gin 7000. CO 2 chdng t6i, tuy la 'ko
thOng ngd0i bOi', nhing d0u 'tay b0t mOt mOng', ngd 10i khen ngli I0n nhau, vi cung d00c lanh
gili chinh (main pot)...

KO ni0m kh6 quén Oy t6i dem kO ra day, khdng phili d0 khuyl n khich cac bl n nhi p cul ¢ vao
chin den dd, machD c6 dingy rlng, chinh vi cai hOp I0c 'kinh hOn' cDa mOt trong nhl ng mén
gili tri nay, ma éng ba ta da giila'T0 B0 TOONng' qul khéng ngoa, da khiln bao nhiéu ngdli trd
nén 'tan gia bli sOn', gia dinh t0 b0, vl con xa lanh, bil n thanh 'homeless person' trong mOt
sim mOt chil u!
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Riéng ca nhan t6i, cling vi c6 mau mé trong ngi 01, tuy thO nh thol ng c6 U'lai rai nho nhi' gli la
'gilli tri culitudn', nhOlng cting da 1anh dil nhilu d0 ng cay, nhidu mOt mat, t0 vOt chit dln tinh
thO'n, t0 mOi phia: gia dinh, ng00i than, b0 n bé, xa hii... P4 t0 b0 chin 'gi6 tanh mla mau', nay
nhin I0i, 10 00c nguydn thdm 'ph0i chi hOi dé, minh chd bilt chi, nay ¢é I0 minh da kha hIn minh
gip 5glp 10 bay gid!'. Vi:

'D00ng vao Casino c6 tram I0n thua, cé mOtI0n hud!'

Hul ng hi la trang Jackpot!
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