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Ong Ngb Quang Trilng dilc xem la mit trong cac v t00ng c6 khil ndng va ngay thi ng nhi't
cla quan ddi Miln Nam Viélt Nam trong cull ¢ chiln lau dai 0 Béng Nam A .

T00 ng Ngbé Quang Tl ng qua dl i ngay 22/1/2007 1 i Fairfax, Virginia . £0 10 ng nid m éng ,
ngllidichxingliflidlc gl baibao cla Giao SI clu chilnbinh iichilntfllng AnlLlc -
James H. Willbanks - céng bl ngay 15/10/2007 trén chlU ng trinh truyl n hinh L0 ch SO Hoa KU
bang 1 n C-SPANS ( HistoryNet.com C-SPAN3 AMERICAN HISTORY TV ). http.//www.history
net.com/the-most-brilliant-commander-ngo-quang-truong.htm

( Nguyin Ti0ng Tam )

Ti0ng Ngé Quang Tri0 ng

( “ The Most Brilliant Commander ’: Ngo Quang Truong )
By James H. Willbanks

Ong Ngb Quang Trng di0c xem la mit trong céc v t00ng c6 khll n&ng va ngay thl ng nhi't
cla quan dli Mion Nam Viélt Nam trong cul ¢ chil n lau dai 0 Béng Nam A . T00ng Bruce
Palmer mé t0 éng trong culln “ Culc Chidn 25 Nam ” ( The 25-Year War ) la m0t “t0 I0nh chiln
tr0 0 ng nhil u kinh nghid m ma dich th0 kh6 d00ng cl ” ( a tough , seasoned , fighting leader ) va
“cothl la vl 10 10nh chiln tr00ng gili nhOt cla quan dli Nam Vilt Nam ” ( probably the best
field commander in South Vietnam ) . TO0ng Creighton Abrams - TO LOnh Quan B0i Hoa KO t0i
Viot Nam t0 nam 1968 tdi 1972 d& na6i vOi ban tham mOu cla éng rlng 6ng nghtla TOONng
Tr00ng cé khi nang chl huy mit s doan Hoa KU ( .....told subordinates that he thought
General Truong was capable of commanding an American division ).

Ong Ngb Quang Trl0ng thullc mit gia dinh gilu ¢6 thnh Kiln Hoa . TOt nghilp Trung HO ¢ MO
Tho éng gia nhip trd0ng sTquan trd bl Tho Blc. Ratri0ng nam 1954 éng di0c bl nhidm lam
diidbitr0Ong diidii 1/tidu doan 5 Nhly du . Nam 1955 , trong cul ¢ hanh quén t0 o thanh Binh
Xuyén éng dii0c vinh thang trung Uy t0i mittrin . Nam 1964 , d00c vinh thang thil u ta va bl
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nhidm lam til u doan tri0ng til u doan 5 Nhiy Du , éng chl huy din vO hanh quéan trl ¢ thang
vinvao MOt Khu B0 Xa , quln Minh Long , Qul ng Ngéi , x6a tan can cO cla BO chl huy B-1
cla Vilt Cng . Trong khi d6 éng nii tilng la mOt v chd huy dd0c miOn mi vidalan [0n vOi
binh s ngoai mt trdn va cham séc hi .

Nam 1965 - TiDu Doan 5 Nhly Du - vOn d00i quyl n 6ng da hanh quén trl c thang vl n vao MOt
Khu Hi ¢ DO ch trong viing Nti Ong Trinh tinh PhiOc Tuy (Ba R0a), cin ¢l cla SO Doan 7

Vidt COng . Sau hai ngay tidu doan cla 6ng da gay tOn thit n0ng nl cho hai trung doan dl ch ,
6ng dic vinh thang trung ta tli mittrin va dic ting B0 TO BOng Blo Qulc Huan Chilng .

Sau trin HIc DOch , édng TroOng di0c bl nhidm tham mOu tri0ng LO Doan Nhiy Du va sau dé
tr0 thanh tham mOu tr00ng SO Doan Nhly Du nam 1965 . NhO sO gia Dale Andrade cho bilt,
vO tri khéng chilln dlu nay c6 thl da lam dinh tr0 binh nghilp cla éng , nhing sO nOi til ng vO
can dim va cong bl ng cla 6éng da khil'n gili lanh dl o cao clp nhit i Saigon chuy . TOONng
Cao Van Vién - Tong Tham MOu Tr00ng quan ddi Nam Viot Nam t0 nam 1965 t0i 1975 - sau
nay dd mé tl 6ng Trlng la “ mOt trong cac cUp chd huy gili nh0t0 mOichOc vl ma SO Boan
Ducotl trilctlinay ”.

Nam 1966 , khi bung n0 v bllo ding t0i midn Trung , dng di0c bl nhilm la quyln t0 10nh SO
Boan 1 B0 Binh 0 Hul . La mOt ph0tt0 , mOc du éng Trl0ng khdng thdy tholi mai phii chd huy
mOt din vO bl 1én an la dan ap phong trao Phit Gido ching I0i chinh ph0 quan nhan , éng
Tr00ng d& thi hanh nhidm v0 mOt cach chuyén nghil p va Sai Gon da b0 nhidm éng lam t0 10nh
thOc thD cla s doan nay . VUi tai 1anh dl o nhil u kinh nghilm thO ¢ t0 , 6ng mau chéng huln
luy0n SO Doan 1, c6 tai ting trd 0 ¢ khi 6ng d0m nhin , tr0 thanh mOt trong cac sO doan gili
nhOt trong quan ddi miodn Nam Viot Nam . Trung TOOng Robert E. Cushman - TO LOnh LOc
LOOng Thoy BO sO 1 ( [ Marine Amphibious Force ) t0i vang | Chilln ThuOt - va ngd0i thul c
clp chinh ca éng, Trung TOOnNng Richard G. Stiwell - TO LOnh Quan Boan XXIV - d0u cIm thly
rOng nhd nhing cO giing cla éng Trdi0ng ma SO Poan 1 BO Binh cla Quéan LOc Viédt Nam
Cé0ng Hoa “t00ng dilng vOibltcl mitsl doan Hoa KJ nao ”.

CO viinclOa 6ng Tri0Ong thdi d6 da viit, 6ng TriOng la ngi0i “ chuyén tadm ( dedicated ), khiém
t0n, nhilu sang kidn va gili chiln thudt” . Va T0Ong William C.Westmoreland - TO LOnh MACV
( Military Assistance Command , Vietnam - B0 T0O LOnh Quén Viin t0i Viot Nam ) - n6i ring 6ng
Tr00ng “ di0c danh gia cao trong s mii clp chl huy c6 khl nang cla miln Nam Vilt Nam ”.

Nam 1967 , sau khicac din vl cla SO Boan 1 t0n céng va pha hy cl sO h0 tOng va mitsO I0n
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dinvD cla Viot Cong t0i MOt Trin LOONng CO , Bédng Xuyén va MO Xa thulc quin HOOng Tra,
ThOa Thién , 6ng d00c vinh thang chuOn t00ng .

Trong TOt MOu Thén nam 1968 , TOOng Tr00Ong chd huy SO Boan 1 BO Binh trong mit sU nhi ng
tr0n ddnh di m mau nhit t0i Hul trong culc chiln tranh . Hai dém tr00 ¢ khi cul ¢ tOn cdng cla
Viot COng bldtdlu, 6ng TroOng va bl t0 I0nh cla éng tli Thanh NOi da cOm thly co dilu khdng
0n va dit binh s trong tinh tri ng bado ding . Khi dém doé tréi qua khéng ¢6 biin ¢l gi , 6ng cho
cac cl vin vl nghl nhing vOn cOm trdi ddi vOi binh stcla 6ng .

Trintdn céng cla Vilt Cong bt dlu luc 3:30 sang ngay 31/1/1968 vli hai til u doan BO ¢ quan
thul ¢ Trung doan 6 t0n cong Thanh NOi va Trung doan 4 BOc quan tin céng cl quan MACV t0i
khu hanh chanh phia nam Séng HIOng . NhD dUi ddi ph0 n 0ng nhanh HI ¢ Bao clla 6ng chilng
dilc culctlincéng ban diu gil diic BO TO LOnh, TOONng TriOng I0p tOc ra I0nh cho Trung
doan 3 bl binh - luc dé dang hanh quan U phia bl c thanh phi chly vO gili vay cho 6ng . Trung
doan nay , dilc tang cll ng ba tilu doan Nhi'y Du, datlidilc BO TO LOnh SO Boan [ géc
phia dong bl c clla Thanh NOi vao chilu tdi cung ngay ( 31 thang 1 ). Ngay hém sau , 6ng
Tri0Ong b0t d0u phOn céng chiim I0i toan b0 Thanh NOi va gilitda bl blc Séng HIOng . Theo
yéu clu claéng, Thiy Quan LOc¢ Chiln (TQLC) Hoa KO nhin trach nhidm gili t0a bl nam
Séng HIONng .

Ngay mung 4/2 , tilu doan 1/S0 doan 1 TQLC-HK dil0 ¢ tang cl0ng bli ti0 u doan 2/S0 doan 5
TQLC-HK , b0t dlu chilm tdng can nha , dly lui ddch quén ra khii khu vO ¢ . Cho ti ngay 9/2 ,
bl nam séng HOOng da dilc gilitla . Khiculctln céng cla SO doan 1 BB-VNCH O bl blc
sbng HOOng bl chin I0i vao ngay 12/2 , sl doan dilc tang cl0ng bli hai tilu doan TQLC/VN .
Ong Tri0ng cling yéu clu Hoa KO tilp viln , va til u doan 1/s0 doan 5 TQLC-HK tham chiln .
ThOy Quéan LOc Chiln Hoa kU cung vli cac chilln st BO binh va Thdy Quan LOc Chiln Viot Nam
da cung nhau chilln d0u chilm t0ng can nha di dly lui d0 ch quan ra khi khu vi ¢ . Ngay
2/3/1968 , triin chiln Hul chinh thO ¢ kOt thac . HOn 50 phd n tram thanh phd da b0 h0 hiiholc
pha hly . LOc I00ng b0 binh va Thoy Quéan LOc Chiln ViéDt Nam C60ng Hoa thilt hii 384 0
th00ng va 1.830 b0 thdOng . Thly Quén LOc¢ Chiln Hoa kO b0 142 10 thdOng va 857 b0 th0Ong .
BO binh Hoa KO bl 74 10 thO0ng va 507 b0 thd0ng trong luc chiln d0u bén ngoai thanh pho .

NhDO th0Ong 10 , édng Tri0ng da hanh xd mdt cach ngodn mOc , chd huy binh sTmt cach binh
tinh nhOng On t00nNng ( Truong had performed magnificently , directing his troops in a calm but
charismatic fashion ). Trung t00ng Cushman - ng0i sau nay tr0 thanh bl n than cla 6ng sau khi
da lam vilc vOi 6ng - d& mo6 t0 hanh x0 cla éng Tr0ng trong trin chidn MJu Than nhi sau : *
Ong Tr00ng sl ng sét trong ltic bl dl ch quan bao vay t1 phia . B0 ch quan chia chilm dilc bl
t0 10nh c0a éng nhi hO da chidm dd0c phOn con I0i cla Thanh NOi ”.
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Sau Tron TOt MOu Thén , éng TriOng d00c dic cach thilu t00ng . Thang 8/1970 , éng dll ¢ bl
nhidm TO LOnh Quéan Boan IV i COn ThD vung B0 ng Bong Séng Clu Long . Thang 4/1971 ,
6ng dic vinh thang trung t00nNng .

VOitl cach tl I0nh I0c 100ng quan sO vung Bl ng Bing Séng Clu Long , chiln I00c cla 6ng
TriOng la thidtI0p mOt hD thO ng ti0n d0n dOc theo bién gili vii Cao Mién d ngan chin sO
chuyln quan va tilp lilu cOa COng SO n vao trong vung , trong khi dé 6ng chia ba si doan bl
binh tr0 ¢ thul ¢ thanh cac I0c I00ng dl ¢ nhil m clp trung doan di thO ¢ hiln cac cul ¢ hanh quan
lung va dil't di ch trong cac can cl lau nam cUa dli phi0ng trén toan vung . Trong khi dé , vOi
sl hit sOc ngay thng ( scrupulously honest ) éng TrI0 ng tung ra mit chiln dich truy quét “
linh ma ” va “linh kil ng ”, dao binh va trI n quan dich trong viing IV . Ong ciing gia tang kho
nang clla cac I0c 100 ng Nghta Quan va Bl a Phi0ng Quéan trong vung , biln cac l0c 100 ng nay
thanh mOt thO thO ng nhit trong kO hol ch phong th t0o an ninh cho Bing Bl ng séng Clu Long

Ngay 30/3/1972 , Bl c Quén tung ra cullc tdn céng “ Béng Xuan ” ( Easter Offensive ) . L c
I00ng tOn céng g m 14 s doan va 26 trung doan diic I0p vOi hin 120,000 quén va khol ng
1.200 chiln xa va xe cl gilli vi trang khac . MO ¢ tiéu chinh cla B0 c Quén la tinh Qulng Tr0 O
phia bl c , Kontum 0 Cao Nguyén Trung Phin va An LOc 0 xa hOn vO phia nam thul ¢ Vung lll
Chiln ThuOt .

Culc tOn cong bt diu vao trla ngay thl Sau , ngay ki nidm Chua bl déng dinh ( Good Friday
) , vli cac cul ¢ phéo kich ning ni vao tit cl cac can cl hiallc trong Vung | Chiln ThuOt,
phia nam cl a khu Phi Quan SO (DMZ) . Ngay hém sau , ba si doan thulc MOt Trin B-5cla
Bl c quan tin cong mitlodt cac can cl hiallc cla Quan LOOc Viélt Nam C60ng Hoa ngay
phia nam khu Phi Quan SO , d00c trdn gil b0i SO doan 3 BO Binh tan I0p. Cac binh sT Quan
LOOc Viédt Nam Cé0ng Hoa bl tran nglp vOitl sO 1 ching 3, da rat lui trong khi Bl c quéan tin
cong vl phia nam . Trong khi hdt can c0 hdal0c nay t0ican cl hia llc khac rli vao tay 40.000
BOc quan, can cl chiln diu tlitdnh Quing Trd b0 de diia va cullicungditintrilc culctln
cong . Trong cull ¢ chiln dlu cay ding do , SO doan 3 BO Binh Viédt Nam C60ng Hoa bl tan
nat va khéng con khl nang chiln diu .

Ngay mung 1/5/1972 , COng quén chii m tOnh Qulng Tr0 . Dilu nay giup COng quan kil m soat
cacvung lan cinvatilp tic tin céng vl phia nam . Bilt dd0c tinh hinh nguy nglp , TOng
Thong Nguyl n Van Thidu da gili nhil m Trung TOOng Hoang Xuan Lam - TO [0nh Vung | Chil'n
Thult - ngd0i khéng ¢6 khd nang ngan chiln culc tOn cong cla Cong Quan va ra l0nh TOOnNng
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Tri0ng d0m nhidm chOc vl TO LOnh Quan Doan | kiém viing | chiln thudt . Ong Tri0ng rli bl
t0 I0nh Quan Boan IV D COn Tho va tli Ba NI ng ngay mung 3/5 . SO gia Lewis Sorley sau dé
vilt ring vil ¢ thay dli cOp chD huy nay cé 0nh hiOng nh nhanh nhi diln . SO tr0 10§ c0a éng
Tr00ng d& giup trin an tinh hinh , va chl riéng s hil n di0n cla éng cting mang I0i nidm hy
ving mOicho cacl0cI00ng Viédt Nam Cé0ng Hoa tli Vung | .

TOOng Trd0ng mau chéng nhin quyldn chl huy, ralinh bln tdichO t0t c0 cac dao binh nao
khong tr vO trinh diln d0n vD trong vong 24 gil ( ghi chd cla ng00idOch : Trong vong than mit
gia dinh , 6ng tdm s chOa bao gil éng ra linh bin ai) . Ong lén truyln hinh va hia sO gil Hul
va dly lui COng quan . Ong thilt I0p ban tham mOu r0i chuyln bl 10 I0nh cla 6ng ra Hul , nOj
dang bl rdilo0n tri0c cul ¢ tOn cdng dang tilp diin cla COng quan . Sau khi 0n ddnh tinh hinh
, 0ng thilt I0p kO hoUch phong thl toan dil n nhim chi n ding culc tidn cong cla COng quan .
Bl ng thdi 6ng thilt I0p kO hoUch tai huln luyln va bl sung cac din vO tri0c d6 b0 t0itl trong
lGc rat lui KhOi Quing Tr0 . VOithiot b0 mdidi0c Hoa KO cung cOp, éng top hilp cac din vl dé
I0i va cho tai hudn luydn ciptic.

Cho tli gila thang 5, cullc phong thl Hul da dilc cing cl , tinh hinh da0n dinh va cac din
vl tai philc hi da sin sang . Ong Trl0ng tung ra mit cul ¢ phin cong vii ba s doan di tai
chidm nhng vung b0 m0t, vOisO trd giup cla hla l0c Hoa KO , trong d6 c6 cac cullc oanh tlic
cla phao dai bay B-52 , khéng yI'm clln chilln cla cac oanh tc-chidn dlu cl ( fighter-bombers
) cla Khéng , HOi Quan va Thuyld Quén Lulc Chién Hoa KU ; tr0 ¢ thang t0n céng ( Army attack
helicopters ) ; va hli phao cla HIm Bli 7 Hoa KO . Bay la mOt tiln trinh chOm chOp va dilc
xem xét cnthin, nhing caclicli0ng cla éng da dly lui d00c sau sU doan quan Bl ¢ Viot do
tai chiom Quing Tr0 vao ngay 16/9 . Nhilu can ¢l hia I0c di ¢ theo vung Phi Quan SO di0c tai
chidm (1), vatli culi thang 10 tinh hinh Vung 1 d00c On dinh . VOi vil ¢ tai chiim Qulng TrO ,
va diing vOng cla Quéan LOOc Viélt Nam Co0 ng Hoa tli Kontum va An LOc, Culctincong cla
Blc quan da thit bli . Ong Trl0ng da hoan toan bil n dli tinh hinh thé thim khi p Vung | nhi
slic minh cao ngdt cla tai lanh dll o clla 6ng ( by the sheer force of his personal leadership ) .

Nam 1975 6ng Tr00ng ding trl0c thd thach I0n nhit d0i 6ng . Cong cull ¢ phong thD cla Quan
LOOc Viédt Nam C60ng Hoa t0i Cao Nguyén Trung Phin siip d0 tri0c mOt culc tin céng mOi
claBOcquan. Tong Thing ThiDu ra l0nh éng t0 th Hul , va 6ng da blt dlu cing cl cbng

cul ¢ phong thO thanh phl nay , chulln bl chiin ddu t0i day . Tuy nhién , sau d6 la mOt tuln IO
tranh lul n ( debate ) vi Té0 ng Théng Thil u va cac st quan tham miu quan s cao clip clla
tOng thing , ndi b0t bli nhl ng I1én an ( highlighted by accusations ) , nhing I0nh I0¢c mau thudn
va cac di nghl khéng th0 thi hanh d00c . Trong cac cullc thl o ludn nay, 6ng Tri0ng dilc I0nh
b0 Hul , mOc du 6ng qud quyOdtring vin c6 thd phong thl di0c . Trong khi 6ng chuln b0 thi
hanh IDnh mOinhOtcla TOng ThOng, thi vao phut chot TOng Thing I0ira l0nh ngd0Oc I0ib0o
ong gil HuO bing mOi gia . Theo mOt quan sat vién cho phdng vién tulln bao Time bilt : “ Gil ng
nhO la mOt ng00i ngu hay mOt chang dién ( It was like a yo-yo ) (2) . B0u tién, éng Thilu ra ID0nh
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rat lui HuO va phong thl Ba NOng . ROi6ng I0i hOy bl I0nh d6 va blo gill Hul . ROiéng I0i dliy
va bl o binh sT rat lui ” .

LOnh I0c r0i mu ( Confusion reigned ) . Ong Tr0ng khéng nhiln dilc rd rang nhing IDnh mOi,
nhOng 6ng cl gl ng tuan hanh theo khO nang clla 6ng . MO c du vy , vil ¢ rat lui khOi Hu @& tr0
thanh mOtthOm h0atiOng diOng vl mic dl vOicuOc rut luid Cao Nguyén Trung Phin . DOUI
cull ¢ phao kich cla dlibac hing ning, caclicliing cla éngtanra . Vinhing lOnhIlc mau
thuln , thilu chul n b0 va sU mOttinhthOn, culc ditdn trd thanh mOt thOt b0i hoan toan . Lanh
dioylu kém O nhiludin vl , s0 mOtthOng nhOtclacacdin vl valoldng vl gia dinh da mau
chong dia tli holng hit va hoan toan rlilodn .

Tinh hinh t0i Ba NOng ctng t0i t0 nhO vOy . Trong khi thanh ph0 b0 hai s doan COng quan
phao kich , 6ng TriOng cl dilu ding culc ditin bl ng dl0ng biln . Nhi ng ti0 p theo d6 la mOt
dla nglc, khi cac thil ng dan cting nhi binh sTcl thoat vl ph 0 ng nam bl ng mOi cach . Ba
NOng r0i vao tay COng quéan vao ngay 30/3 . Trong tiln trinh b0 r0i m0t thanh ph0 c6 Ba trilu
dan , blln s doan chl I0c quan tan ra, trong do cé hai sil doan 0u tu nhit cla Quan LOc Viélt
Nam C60ng Hoa : SO doan 1 B&0 Binh va s doan Thuyl Quén Lulc Chién .

TOOng Tri0Ong - mOt ng00i quydttdm muln gil Hul - da b0 dit trong tinh hul ng khéng th
phong thd ndiblicac I0nh I0c mau thul n nhau cla Té0ng Théng Thilu . Khi Ba NOng thOt thD ,
6ng Trl0ng va sT quan tham miu cla 6ng da dung phao bli ra doan tdu clp clu cla Hii quan
Viot Nam . Ong Trlng da hit sOc dau long vi sO mit mat cac llc I00ng cla éng, dlc bilt 1a SO
doan 1 B60 Binh ma éng yéu min . Tin t0 ¢ cho hay ngay khi vl t0i Saigon 6ng vao ndm bl nh
viln vi mt tinh thO n ( nervous breakdown ) . MOt st quan Hoa KO da tdng lam vil c than cOn vOi
6ng nghe thiy vy da di tim 6ng va thu x0p d0 dla gia dinh 6ng ra di trén mit chidn him Hoa
KO khi Saigon ri vao tay Cng siin .

Gia dinh éng bl chia r0 mOt thdigian : VO 6ng va ngdOicon trailOnt0idi0c can cl Fort Chaffee
, 0 ti0u bang Arkansas ; cac con gai 6ng va nglilli con trai gila da chly dii0c vili mOt nhan vién
BO Ngoli Giao Hoa KO t0i thanh phl Seattle ; va ngd0i con trai it khéng bi0t mOt chd til ng Anh
-0 tr0i t0 nOn Pendleton - tilu bang California trong nhidu tudn 10 tr00 ¢ khi danh tanh c0a em
difctimthly .

Sau khi tai hp , 6ng Tri0ng va gia dinh chuyln tli Falls Church , ti0 u bang Virginia . Sau khi
On dinh0 day , 6ng vilt nhil u bai nghién clu I0ch sO v culc chiln Viot Nam cho Trung Tam
Quéan SO cla Quéan Bii Hoa KO . Nam 1983 cung nam 6ng trl thanh cong dan Hoa KO , 6ng
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chuyl n t0i Springfield cling til u bang . Ong lam nhan vién phan tich dil n toan ( computer
analyst ) cho SO HOa Xa Hoa KO ( Association of American Railroads ) trong 10 nam cho t0i khi
6ng vl hlu nam 1994 .

MOc du kdtqul claculc chilntliVung | vaculc slp dl sau dé cla midn Nam Viélt Nam ,
danh tilng cla 6ng Tr00ng khoéng thay dlli . Trong hii ky nam 1992 , T00ng Norman
Schwarzkopf da gii TOOng Tr0Ong la “ vO 10 10nh chiln thult sang gid nhit ma téi di0c bilt” .
Ong vil't : " Chi hinh dung dla th0 va rat kinh nghil m chiln d0u chi ng a0 ch quan trong mO0i
lam nam cOa minh , TOOng Tr00ng da ching t0 khD nang phi thi0ng ( an uncanny ability ) tién
doan nhil ng gi dilch quan sl thOc hiln”.

TOOng Schwarzkopf vilt : “ Ong Oy tréng khéng ¢6 vl mit thién tai quan sO ( a military genius ) ,
chl cao cé 5 feet 7 ( khoOng 1m70)... r0t g0y, vai xudi va céi diu dilng nhd qua khO so vli
than minh... . GOOng mOdt dai va nghiém nghl ... va luén luén ngd m di0 u thuO ¢ trén mai . Tuy
nhién 6ng di0c c4c sT quan va binh st kinh nl va nhing t0 I0nh BOc quéan bilt khd nang cla
ong sO hai .

Khéng gillng mOt s t00ng lanh Midn Nam , nhOng ngl0i da trl nén gilu c6 cung vii sO thang
tiln clp blc, 6ng Tri0ng ngay thO ng va theo mit ngd0i bl n than cla 6ng thi 6ng siing mOt
culc sing “khOc khD ” ( spartan and ascetic life ). Trung TOOng Cushman cho bidt TO D ng
Tr00ng khéng c6 mit bl dl vest, va vl 6ng nudi heo trong khu nha khiém t0n cla 6ng trong
doanh trdil COn Tho ".

TOOng Cushman mé t0 TOOng Tri0ng : " Ong Oy rlt séng tl o va ludn ludn tim cach cli thiln a0
sl ng binh st va gia dinh h0 ".

MOt con nglOi khiém tin, 6ng Tro0Ong la mOt ngl0i khéng ich kO , di ¢ 1ong cho binh nghilp .
Ong hitlong vii thulc clp , va nli til ng trong vil ¢ cham séc binh sT, thl 0 ng bay trong IDa din
dl ti dlng vOi binh sTtrong mia va bun I0y trong ltc b0 dlch quan ton cong . Ong dli x0 v
mOingd0i nhD nhau va khdng danh dic an cho ai . C6 cau chuylin kU ring 6ng t0 chli dap 0ng
mOtyéu clu dia ngllichau gdi éng bl ng bac rult vl din v khéng chiln dlu , d0 rdi sau do
ngl0i chau cla 6ng da hy sinh t0i mOttrn .

779



“VO t0 I0nh xult sUc nhit” : Ng6é Quang Trl0ng

T&#225;c Gi&#7843;: James H. Willbanks / Nguyln T0Ong Tam (dO ch)
Th&#7913; N&#259;m, 15 Th&#225;ng 3 N&#259;m 2012 08:35

Ghi chu :

JAMES H. WILLBANKS Ila Giam dil ¢ Khoa L0 ch SO Quan SO t0i Tro0ng ChD Huy Tham MO u
LOc Quan Hoa KO tli Can CO Fort Leavenworth , Kansas . ( director of the Department of
Military History at the U.S. Army’s Command and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth ,
Kansas ) . Ong la mOt c0u sT quan bl binh trong 23 ndm , d& trli qua cul ¢ bao vay bl ng phao
binh khU ¢ lilt dai hai thang t0i An LOc trong cullc TOn Céng Bong Xuan ( Easter Offensive ) cla
Bl c quan vao nam 1972 .

Coé mitsO ykiOnphlnhliclacacdlcgil gic Viltctang nhd ngdislc tlc khac . Ngllidlch
chl dOch vaiy kiln tiéu bilu cDa miy dic gil ngilisOc t0c khac diliday :

- Robert Valenzuela viot : MOt tOm giOng t0t c0a mdt v chd huy va mOt quan nhéan thic sO . Ba
s ng hid m nguy ngoai mdt trin nhi cacthulcclp .00c gi Vit Nam c6 nhilu nglCi nhd 6ng...

- Cav Advisor vilt : Téi da c6 may mOn dilc phlc vO vOitl cach cO vintdi Thilt doan 7 kO binh
thul ¢ SO doan 1 BB-VNCH khi TOOng TriOng lam t0 I0nh . Ong Oy la mdt vO t0 10nh xult sOc (
superb leader ). Toi luén luén kinh trl ng nhd mai nhing kO ni0dm vOi 6ng .

- Robert Branson vilt : Téi c6 may min ddc bi0t d00c thuyOt trinh cho TOOng Tr00ng t0i Qudn
KO Séch , t0nh Ba Xuyén . Ong 1a ngi0i hilu bil't, ch( y va ngay thing vii I0i l0m ( honest to a
fault) . Quan tring hnnla, 6ng dii xO vOi cac sT quan trong din vD va cac st quan tham mOu
cla éng cung mit tiéu chuln .

Ghi chu :

(1) Tac gil cé sO I0m I0n 0 day. Sau khi tai chitm CO Thanh Quing Tr0 , Quén LOc Viédt Nam
Co60ng Hoa dic I0nh khéng tai chidm I0i vung dit bén bl blc séng Thich Han . TO do t0i séng
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BOn HOi ctng con xa khod ng 30 km trong khi vung Phi Quéan SO chO cach séng Bin HOi c6 5km
thdi , cho nén Quén LOOc Viélt Nam CéU ng Hoa khong tai chilm I0i nhing can ¢l hlalicdic
theo vung Phi Quan SO nh0 tac gil vilt ( ghi cht ca Nguyln TOOng Tam).

(2) yo-yo : a stupid or foolish person ( Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary and Thesaurus ).

© Nguyln TOOng Tam

9/9



