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12 thang 4, 1975 va culc di tOn v6 tidn khoang hiu

LTS - bung ngay nay, 35 nam tll ¢, chil ¢ may bay quan si Ml dila 219 ¢6 nhi Vio t Nam thoat
khoimitqul c gia dang i p hU i, d0 vao Hoa KU . B0 c gl Ngili VDt cach day it ldu dilc bil t
dl n cau chuyll n cl a thanh nién Vi Til n Kinh, di tim, va tim di0 ¢ v bac si da c u sl ng minh
35 nam tri0 c 0 bl nh vién UCLA. Vi Tiln Kinh la md t trong 219 ¢6 nhily. Nhl ng, ai la ngd0 i
dlng dang sau chiln dich difin 219 ¢6 nhi An L0 ¢? Cul c di 1 n vé til n khoang hlu dill ¢ thl ¢
hil n ra sao trong nhl ng ngay cull i cung cl a chil n tranh Vi1t Nam? Xin gil i thil u cul ¢ chuyQ n
tro di0 i day, gil a phong vién Ha Giang va ngl0iphl n0 Hoa Kl ¢6 cl culcdiliginlilin vii
hang trém cé nhi gl c Vi t.

Ba Betty Tisdale (phi i), nam nay da 87 tul i, vil i ¢6 con gai tén Lién la 1 trong 5 ngii do chinh
ba nhi n nubi
trong s 219 ¢6 nhi An Ll ¢, trong mi t b0 a I m i Seattle. (Hinh: Phll m Kim/Ngi0i Vilt Tay

Bic)

Sai Gon, cach day 35 nam

“Thang 4 nam 1975, tinh hinh ngay cang t0, nhilu ddu hilu cho thO'y cul ¢ chiln sOp tan, Sai
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Gon s thOt thd, mOtsO I0n ngd0i Vit Nam da bong b0 nhau di.”

“Khi TOng Tho ng Gerald Ford cho phép cac may bay viin tli (cargo aircraft) di0c b0t diu ditin
c6 nhi ra khii Sai Gon, t6i bil't Ia d& nguy kO ch I0m.”

“MOi vil ¢ bil n chuyl n qua nhanh!”

“HOi thang 2, khi vO Vidt Nam an TOt vii cac ¢ nhi An LOc, téi thOy m0i vil c xung quanh con co
vl binh thO0ng.”

“ThOt khéng thi t00ng t00ng quan dili Hoa KO da thic sO b0 cullc, va cing siin Blc Vilt sO tidn
chilm Sai Gon.”

“Nh0 ng khéng ¢é nhil u thi gil d0 s ng sOt.”

“Téi l0p thc gdicho ba Vi Thi Ngéai, Giam Blc viin m0 cbi An LOc, vangdOimO tinh thOncla
t6i, 1a hay chulln b0 ditOn g0p, vi chd vai ngay nla téi sU vl mang hOt toan tho mdingdOi, cd
nhi, gidm di ¢ va nhéan vién cla An LOc qua M0.”

“Ditintltcd mdingdOi?”

T6i nhi luc d6 ba Ngai da ngl ngang hii.

“Va t6i trd I0i: ‘Vang, t0t c0 mOingOOdil”

“D0t xong vé may bay, t6i bilt minh chl v n vl n cé hai ngay dl chulln b0 cho culc ditln vi
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doi.”

“Tuy néi thit mOnh midng v i ba Ngai, thu thit, lic b0y gil, t6i chl'a hi bilt minh sU xoay s0 ra
sao dl mang di0c c0 400 cd nhicla An LOc qua day.”

“Ch0 bilt la t6i khong thl d0 cho cac em sl ng trong thd gili vo thon cOa chl nghta COng SOn!”

Ba Tisdale con gi cul n album hinh 0 nh nhl ng ngay chl y khli Vil t Nam. Hai {1 m nay la hinh
nhlng em cd nhil n h0 n gidp dltcac em nhl hl n vao trong gil dl chul n b0 I1én may bay.
(Hinh: Ha Giang/NgiUi Vil t)

No6i d0n day, ngili dan ba nglitri0c mit téi, toc bl c phl, da mii, khuén mit phac hou, da 87
tuli, nhO ng d6i mOt hiDn t0 con rOt tinh anh, va gidng néi con minh mi, nging I0i d0 nhOp mOt
nglm ndOc.
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Trong can nha nhi 0 Seattle, til u bang Washington, c6 nhillu cay bao quanh, khéng khi nhi
dim00ts00ng, valardikhOp mitdiong, tdi ngli thu minh trong chil c ghll sofa, ma theo I0i ba,
“d00c chO ratd mOt chilc gil0ng may mang diin t0 ¢é nhiviln An LOc, 35 nam tri0c day.”

Va cau chuylln ba ki, cling c xUa nhi chilc gillng may téi dang ngli, x0y ra cach day dung
35 nam, vOi téi la mOt hanh trinh di tim [0ch sO, nhOng vOi ba la mOt chuyln xe tr0 vO vOi kO
nild m.

Tén ba la Betty Tisdale.

Hai ¢ gai tén Xuan (trai) va Lién, la 2 trong 5 ¢6 gai da dil ¢ 6ng ba Tisdale nhl n lam con nudi
0 ¢6 nhiviln An L0 c. (Hinh: Ha Giang/Ngl0i Vilt)

Bitdlutl culc dicl 1954

Céau chuylln dii0c ti0 p t0 ¢ sau khi ba Tisdale dl a t6i di tham can phong, ma ba giila “The Vilt
Nam Room.”

Can phong, chda diy ban ght t0 gilOng lam t0 Viot Nam, va mit cul n scrap book vi dli to
bl ng mit phOntd céi gillng, trong dé dan dly hinh Onh va bai bao cla gin nam midi nam
sinh holt cUa ba.
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“Cul n scrapbook cla ba vi dii qua!” Toi kéu lén.

LOn gi0 vai trang, ba Tisdale néi nh cho mOt minh minh nghe.

“CO culc dditéi nOm trong Oy!

Ba Betty Tisdale dang chl cho phéng vién Ngili Vil t xem chll ng tai il u ba con git cla thi i di
fin
cac em mi c6i An L0 c. (Hinh: Ph0 m Kim/Ngl0i Vit Tdy Bl c)

bélaculcdiiclatoi...”

“Téi s phOitrD 10§ can phong nay, xem t ng tai li0u, n0u ba cho phép!” TGi noi.

“Sang mai téi s don em tr0 I0i va chung ta sU duylt qua mOi tai liDu em muln.” Ba Tisdale nhin
t6i hl'a hOn.

‘D thich qua, ba cho phép thit khéng?” T6i reo 1én.

Chung téi xul ng ngli 0 phong khach, rli ba ti0p t0c cau chuyln.
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“Téi sinh nam 1923 va la chi ¢ trong mit gia dinh ¢ nam chd em.”

“L0n 1én trong thO p nién 1930s, thii “depression” (giai do n BUi Khi ng Holl ng Kinh T0) cla Hoa
KO, t6i phUi giup cha san soc cac em t0 nh0, vi m0 ba b0 bl nh lao, luc dé khéng chila diiUc,
phii0 trong mOt vil n danh cho nhing ngd0i cung bl nh.”

“Nam t6i chin tuli thi cha b0 bl nh chit, d0a em trai Gt clng chOt vi bl nh lao.”

“Hai ngi0i cb rult, va mit ngl 0i hang x6m chia nhau mang bl n chl em chung t6i vO nudi.”

“LO0n Ién khéng dl0c di hi ¢ nhilu, t6i lam d0 mOithd vilc d0 kidm sOing, va din da dilc nhin
vao lam th0 ky cho hang US Steel, mit cong vil ¢ khong dU luc d6.”

“Luc hai mOOi mOy tuli, t6i d& t0 t0 o di0c cho minh mOt cul ¢ sOng kha 0n dlnh, ddc I0p, khéng
v ng bl n, nhO ng ltc nao cting thly minh b0 théi thic bli mOt cOm giac b0t an la ‘chia lam
didcgi.”

“MO nudi thO'y t6i b0t an, luén bl o la hdy man nguyln vOi culc sing cla minh.”

“Nh0 ng hai chl man nguy0n lam t6i thO't ‘b0t m&an!™

“Vi ndu ldc nao ctiing man nguyl n thi con lam gi di0c cl chd ?” Ba Tisdale cao gil ng.

“Th r0i mOt hém, di nh mOnh d0y vao tay t6i mit cull n sach khiln t6i ngd ngin.”

No6i din day ba vlitay Ién kI sach, rat ra va trao cho t6i cull n sach ct ki, bia rach t0 tli. B6 la
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mOt culn sach ci kO da xult bl n cach day giin 50 miO0di nam, cé tén la “Deliver Us from Evil”
cla Bac ST Tom Dooley, mit bac st quan y thullc HOi Quan Hoa KO

Ngoai bia 14 hinh mit ngl0i dan éng MO dlng clnh mit dla bé A Péng.

Nang cull n sach trén tay, t6i nh0 b0 théi mién bl i nhi ng t0m hinh trdng den ghi I0i cul ¢ di cO
clahfnmittrilu ngdOitrin chly COng SOn t0 BOc vao Nam. Nhing hinh 0nh c6 ID trébng con
thé thOm hOn cO clnh vO0Ot bién cla 'boat people' vao nam 1975.

Sach kO 10i nhi ng gi Bac ST Tom Dooley da lam d0 xoa ddu vOt thOOng c0a nhing ngd0i co mdt
trén chuyl n “Hang Khéng MO u HI m USS Montague” da ngd0i BOc di cO vao Nam nam 1954.

LOt mOt trang sach, ba Tisdale chl cho t6i xem tm hinh chIp mit ngl i dan ba dang trén
di0ng trdn chly, nhOng v n r0t thanh I0ch, dang di0c nhing d0a trd rach rd0i lem lul ¢ vay
quanh.

“D6 1a ba Vi ThO Ngai, mOt ngdOi dan ba gbéa ching, c6 hilc thic, thul c dong dbi quy tIc.” Ba
Tisdale noi.

“Trén di0ng di cU, ba Ngéi nhit hit nhOng diia trd nO0m Ié [0t bén xac c0a cha mO rli mang theo
vao Nam.”

“Nh0ng dla trl nay, la nhng em ¢b nhi dlu tién cla cd nhiviln An LOc.”

“D6 1a I0n dOu tién t6i nghe dU n céi tén ¢b nhi vil n nay.”

Téi 00t nhanh nhi ng hang chl trd0c 0 bia trong.
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Sach kO sau cullc di t0n, Bac ST Tom Dooley gitp ba Vo Thi Ngéi ding cd nhiviin An LOc,
nhOng trd mOd c6i va nl n nhan chil n tranh, 6ng ¢l v MO xin ti0n, gay qud, r0i I0i mang vao Vilt
Nam d0 giup d0 ho.

“NOi dung culln sach c &m [0 nh t6i. Téi khdng thl xua di 0 ¢ nhi ng hinh 0 nh bac sT Tom Dooley
san soc dil mOi lodi b0 nh nhan ra khii d0u.” Ba Tisdale kO til p.

“T6i quylt tim gl p Bac St Tom Dooley cho bing dilc.”

“Va culli cung téi thi cling gl p di 0 ¢ 6ng trong khu chla bl nh ung thD cda mitbInh viin 0 NOu
doc.

“T6i hii 6ng c6 t6i co6 thO lam gi dU giup d0 vil ¢ 6ng dang lam.”

“Ong khdng néi gi v bl nh tinh cla minh, ma chl bl o tdi khi ¢6 thi gil nén vO thdm ¢d nhi vil n
An LOc, rdisO bilt phdilam gi.”

“Sau I0n g0p mOt duy nhOt do, Bac ST Tom Dooley qua dli, Iuc éng mii 34 tuli.”

“Bac ST Tom Dooley con néi vii ba dilu gi khéng?” Téi hii.

“Cé! Ong néi mit cau ma tdi khéng bao gil quén.”
“La d0ng bao gil quén ring mit ngl0i binh thOng cling lam d00c nhi ng vil ¢ phi thO0ng.”

“MOt ngO0i binh thO 0 ng cling lam d00c¢ nhO ng vil ¢ phith0Ong.” Toi I0p I0i.

8/16



MOt phl n0 MO c0u mang 219 ¢6 nhi Vil t

T&#225;c Gi&#7843;: Ha Giang/NgUUi Vilt (10 Seattle)
Th&#7913; Hai, 12 Th&#225;ng 4 N&#259;m 2010 16:49

“Vang! Thi la téi d0 danh ti0 n, mua vé may bay v tham An LOc.”

Co nhiviln AnLlc

“Chil ¢ xich 16 dl a t6i dl n ¢6 nhi vidn trong mOt buli trfa nong bl c c0a nam 1961.”

“Va du da chuln b0 tinh thO n, quang cInh cla c6 nhi viln An LOc lam téi chit I0ng.”

“Ba Vi ThO Ngai luc 0y dang san sé¢c mitdia trl b0 ghd I0, ding diy r0a tay, rdi ra dén téi, va
dl a t6i di mOt vong tham c6 nhi viln cla ba.”

“Tr0 em nOm thOt I0n trong nh ng cai vong di0c¢ bl n bl ng vli rach, hol ¢ cong queo trén mit
day nhing chilc n6i r0 sét.”

“Khéng c¢6 hi thing nO0c trong nha. TOtcO mUingdOitOm rlal cac voi nilc ngoai san.”

“Khéng c6 ¢l nha bl p, ngoai nhilng chil c 16 than nim I0ng ching di0i dit.”

“0 cac géc phong, nhilu trl em, dla I0n bl ng dila bé.”

“Th0 nhOng dau dé viin co tilng cOOi trong nhl pha |€, va nhi ng anh mOt long lanh.”

“Téi din gdn mOt chilc néivabl mitdiabé.”
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“Va khi dila bé dl a hay tay quang vao cl t6i, rli nhit dl nh co chan du ngd0i Ién khéng cho téi
thD n6 xul ng ndi nl a, thi t6i bilt culc d0i minh gil da gin li0n vOi An LOc.”

Culcdliiginliinvii AnLIc

Tr0 v MO, ba Tisdale quyCt dl nh khéng thi ti0p t0c lam thD ky cho hdng US Steel d00c nla,
ma phii di tim mOt céng vil ¢ khac, dl ¢6 dilu kil n hD tr0 ba Vi ThO Ngéai, va nhing dil a tr0
dang thiOng badagip 0 An LOc.

NhO nglCiquen gili thilu, ba di0c gili thilu vao lam thD ky cho ThOOng Nghd St Jacob Javits
t0iti0u bang NOu O0c.

Va dung tho I0c cla ThoOng NghO St Javits, ba xin d00 ¢ thul ¢ men, ta I6t, nli niéu, xoong
chlo, sach v vatltcl nhOng thD mOtvidn md cdicln co.

Hang nam ba Tisdale dung ngay nghl phép cla minh di vl tham va sllng vli cac em c6 nhi An
LOc.

Cling dung sl quen bill't cla minh, ba gl p cac binh st Hoa KO déng gl n Sai Gon nhi h0 diln
giup xay h0 thing n00c, blp, va gillng chilu.

Culi tudn, cac binh st Hoa KO r0 nhau d0n chiidua vii cac em, va lam nhing vilc cOn thit do
biln An LOc thanh mOt ndit00ng dli khang trang cho cac em.

Cang t0i An LOc, ba Tisdale gdp mit bac st quan y géa v, din giup c6 nhi viln va hai ngd0i kOt
hén.

Trong tOm hinh cO0i cOa hai ngl Ui, t6i thOy chdng ba, Bac ST Quan Y Tisdale, cé nét quen
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quen. Nhin kO thi mOi thOy 6ng c6 nét gio ng Bac ST Tom Dooley thul nao.

Trong vong mO0i b0 n nam trdi, ba Tisdale mdi nam di tham An LOc mOy I0n, va cham séc ting
c6 nhil An LOc va coitltcl nhl con cla minh.

Culcsiing ém dim tiing cO thd tréi, nhD ng khéng ngd dung mit cai ba phliditOn cl c6 nhi
vill n.

Ditin

“Sau khi da mua vé di Viot Nam r0i thi t6i b0t diu lo.”

“Lam sao mang di 0 ¢ cac em qua day?”

“Mang diln day rli chla cac em 0 dau?”

“Lam sao dl c6 thd tim ngay cha m0 nudi cho ngdn 0y em trong vong mit thii gian ngdn?”

“D0u 6c t6i quay cull ng nhing cau hoi.”

Khéng billt b0t dlu t0 dau, ba Tisdale gli Hoa Thinh BOn, rli dilc bilt la chinh phd doi hoi tr0
em phii c6 sOn cha ml nudi, hay dang lam thi t0 ¢ lam con nudi thi mOi di0c vao MO.

Ba gli SO Di Tra thi diOc hd d0 nghO la nénlién I0c vOi mOt trong cac t0 chic chuyén lo thl t0c
con nudi thi mOi c6 thd mang cac em vao Hoa K.
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“Téi chl la mOt cd nhan t0 quyén tin, b0y lau di vO Vilt Nam d0 giup cac em, hiu nhd khéng
quen [0 m vOi thd t0c¢ xin/cho con nudi.” Ba kO0.

“Ngoli trd nhing I0n lam th0 t0c nh0 n nam bé gai An LO ¢ lam con nudi va mang v Md.”

“T6i gli cho trung tdm Tressler Lutheran 0 Pennsylvania, va dd0c hi hOa s tim cach giup db.”

“Nh0ng tr00c khi di Vilt Nam t6i con phQi tim chO tOm trd cho cac em.”

“T6i chOt nhd din trdi Fort Benning 0 Georgia. NOi day c6 nhing trli trl ng, t0i sao khéng thi
tOm d0 cacem O d6?”

“Lién I0c vOivD t00ng cla trli Fort Benning mai khdng di 0 ¢, t6i tim cach gii cho mi cla éng, 0
gili thiDu va gili thich la téi phUi mang 400 tr em c6 nhi qua, cho bilt cln sO giup dU cla ba, vi
sang mai téi phoi di Vit Nam sOm.”

“May sao, ba bilt dln tén téi vi thl nh thol ng t6i hay di dil n thuylt 0 cac nha thD.”

“D0 chuyln dé téi lo cho!” MO clla 6ng t00ng néi.”

“VO dOn Vilt Nam, t6i din ngay Toa BUi SO Hoa KO.”

“Luc dé tdoa dii s da chulln bl di déng cla, t0 ban x6 I0ch, h0 s da dilc déng thung, chulln
bl diadi.”

“VO duisO gilithiDu téi vli mOt ngl0ilo may bay di chuyln cla quén dii.”
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“Ong ta néi cé thi lo vil c viln chuyl n, ¢ n bao nhiéu may bay clla quan dli ciing ¢é, nhi ng toi
cOndlilc s chip thuOn cla chinh quydn Vilt Nam.”

“T6i di glp thO tr00ng BO X& HOi la Bac ST Phan Quang Pan, thi di0c 6ng cho bilt chung téi
cOn phlicé mit danh sach va gily khai sanh cho cac em.”

“Tr0 em b0 b0 r0ingO0ita mang din vitO cla cé nhiviln, chung téi nhi t vao nuéi, lam sao cé
gil'y khai sanh bay gid ?”

“NhOng blt bulc phdiviOtqua mbitrD ngOil”

“Chung t6i lam vil ¢ thau dém d0 chi ra gily khai sinh cho cac em, rli tdo ra mdt danh sach, vOi
400 tén.”

“Chang t6i di't tén cho cac em trai b0t diu vOi Vi Tiln... Va cdc em gai b0t diu vOi Vo Tho...”

“TOisao Ui chOn hOo VG?” Téi hoi.

“Vi 0y theo hD ba VO ThO Ngai, sang I0p vién va gidm dic cla c6 nhi vion.”

“Sang ngay |én dil0 ng chung t6i mang danh sach Ién ndp 0 BO Xa HOi, thi di0c Bac ST Phan
Quang ban cho bilt khéng thl cho cac em trén mi0ituli ra di.”

“Vi saon?”

“Chang t6i s ¢l thO, chung t6i khong thD b0 cul c. Chang t6i khéng thd d0 cho Vilt COng tiln

13/16



MOt phl n0 MO c0u mang 219 ¢6 nhi Vil t

T&#225;c Gi&#7843;: Ha Giang/NgUUi Vilt (10 Seattle)
Th&#7913; Hai, 12 Th&#225;ng 4 N&#259;m 2010 16:49

chidm. Chang t6i cOn t0t cl cdc em trén mO0ituli0 I0i A0 gidp danh trin.”

“Téi r0t til c 1a khéng thD d0 cho cac em di dilc. B6 la quylt dilnh cla chinh phi t6i.”

Tho Tr00ng Phan Quang Dan cllng quylt.

Khi t6i mang I0nh cOa ThO Tr00ng Phan Quang Dan vl bao cho ¢b nhi viln thi cOnh tri0c mOt
lam t6i thO't dau long.

“Céac em sll sinh da diic dit n0m gin ghd vao trong nhilng chillc gi0 ph0 dly chan va ta, cac
em I0n quin 4o chinh t0. Cac em hai ba tulli thi dang chiy lang quang chli dua quanh nhi ng
cai gi0.”

Trang bao Columbus Enquirer-Ledgerl Georgia, phat hanh ngay Thl Bly, 12 thang 4, nam
1975,

dang tin Vi chuylln bay sl dia cac tl em c¢é nhi An LD ¢ dl n Georgia cung ngay.

MOt cé nhi da chit trén di0 ng di, luc do bao nay chll a bilt tin. (Hinh: Ha Giang/Ng00 i Vi t)

“Ba Vi ThO Ngai, ngl0i phO ta va céc thil n nguyl n vién cling da siin sang léndlng.”

“Tin nghe nh sét danh ngang tai, ngi0i l0n chO 10ng I0 nhin nhau, con cac em I0n di0c blo
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thay qul n 4o ra thi ngl ngac.”

“Xa xa c6 tilng sung ni. NgiOita blo cOng sin BOc Vilt da tiln gin vao thanh pho.”

“Sau khi tr n tinh. Chang t6i quylt dl nh cung kéo nhau hit ra phi tri0ng, nhing em phdi 0 I0i
diatiinnhOing diadilcradi.”

“Tr00c khi l1én xe, t6i quay I0i nhin ¢ nhiviln I0n cudi.”

“Nh0 ng chil ¢ néi trl ng rdng. Khdéng c6 trl em, ¢6 nhi vidn trong nh0 mOt cai xac khéng hin.”

“Ba VO ThO Ngai ding yén mit géc, mitdl hoe.”

“TOi phi trd 0 ng, chang t6i bl n r0n chia tay.”

“Téi 6m ba Ngai, va hDa sil quay trll vil d0 dén ba, ma long t0 hii khéng bil't khi téi trll v d00c
thi c6 mul n qua khéng.”

“Hai chung téi cung c khéong khéc, nhing n00c mitranria.”

"Cac em bé dil0 c quan nhan chuyln t0 nhlng cai gil vao céc thung gil'y cho an toan hin.”

“MOi thD da sin sang.”
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MOt phl n0 MO c0u mang 219 ¢6 nhi Vil t

T&#225;c Gi&#7843;: Ha Giang/NgUUi Vilt (10 Seattle)
Th&#7913; Hai, 12 Th&#225;ng 4 N&#259;m 2010 16:49

“May bay gim g0 cOt canh, nhing cai viy tay cla ba Ngai va gilt n00c mOt cla cac em nhit
nhoa di n. Nh ng nhi ng hinh 0nh 0y sao c0 mai khi ¢ sau trong tdm khi'm.”

“Toi da ra di, b0 10i gdn hai tram dda con minh da san séc ¢ mi0i bdn nam trdi.”

Ay

“Va l0indicla Thi Tr00ng Phan Quang Ban mai c vang trong tai t6i.

“Chung t6i s cl tho.

Chung téi khéng thi bl cullc.”

“Chung t6i khéng th0 di cho Vit COng til n chilm. Chang téi cOn t0t cl cac em trén mO0i tuli 0
I0i a0 gidp danh trin.”

Ngay 12 thang 4 nam 1975, chil c may bay chl 219 c6 nhi t0 An LOc dap canh an toan tli Los
Angeles. Mt s0 ¢6 nhiquayludadilcgUildli0 UCLA d0 diDc san soc. Trach nhilm cla
chinh phD Hoa KO din day 1a hot. Ong ba Tisdale phii t0 tai trd phi ton $21,000 cho chuyd n bay
dla cac em tl Los Angeles vl Fort Banning dU lo thO tdc tim cha m0 nudi. TOt c0 cac em da
diOc trung tdm Tressler Lutheran Agency tim cha m0 nuéi trong vong trén d00i mOt thang.
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