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Thomas Ahern nhin dinh ring nO I0c cla CIAt0i Viot Nam la mOt “mission imposible” ngay t0
lGc khii d0u

Do s gili mOt gin day cla nhifu tai liDu lién quan din Vit Nam (1954-1975) t0i CO-quan
Tinh-bdo Trung-00ng (CIA) Hoa KO, Thomas Ahern Jr. da vilt cud n “Vietnam Declassified: The
CIA And Counterinsurgency” (University Press of Kentucky xult bl n) d0 néi v vai tro cla CIA
trong cull ¢ chiln ma éng ta glila culc “ndi d0y” (insurgency) t0i mi0dn Nam Vidt Nam.

V0Oitiln do 0y, Thomas Ahern mull n ch' ng minh rdng CIA da thOt bli sau nhilu nam n0 10c
hoUt d0ng d0 thuyOt phic quin ching 0 nong thén Viot Nam ding v phia chinh quyln
Sai-Gon.

La mOt st quan chO huy dilp vO cOa CIA hO'n ba thd p nién, trong dé c6 thii gian 0 Vilt Nam,
Thomas Ahern nhin dinh ring nd I0c cla CIAt0i Viot Nam la mOt “mission imposible” ngay t0
luc khOi d0u nhO ng da di0c tiln hanh vi gili 1anh dl o chinh ph Hoa KU luc Oy tin chic rlng
Vit Nam t00ng tr0 ng cho tham vl ng banh triing cla cIng sl n tli Déng Nam A, gil ng nhil
Lién-s6 da tlo I0p ra nhing n00c chl hiu vO tinh 0 Dong Au, va nhD Trung Clng da cung Bl c
Han gay chiln 0 Trilu Tién d0 x&m chidm Nam Han. Vi vily Hoa KO da nhOy vao tillp sU c cho
thO c dan Phap t0i Viot Nam , va khi Phap thit bli thi cac tdng thOng MO da theo nhau thU chan
dl ngan chin clng sn.

Téc gil Thomas Ahern da ki ra vé s chi0ng trinh, kI holch, ¢ quan vi c4c tén t0t nhi
ICEX, PFC, PRU, PSDF, RD, RDCG, van van, nhilm m( c dich “thu phCc con tim va khii 6c”
cla quin chung Viot Nam

Vao gila thi p nién 1960, theo Ahern, khac vili s I0c quan cUa T ng thing Lyndon B. Johnson,
BO tr00ng Qudc Phong Robert McNamara va nhid u vién chil ¢ cao clp khac t0i Washington, gil i
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chl huy cao clp CIA, kil ¢ Giam dl ¢ Richard Helm, riit nghi ngd vO sO thanh céng sil dit dilc
cla céc chi0ng trinh do CIA thi hanh, mO ¢ du nhi0u nhan vién diing cdm cla cl quan da hang
say lam nhi0m vO, b0t kO nguy hil m d0 n tinh m0 ng.

Ahern ghi nhin dif u ma nhilu cOp chd huy CIA thO'y rd vao ddu thOp nién 1960: chinh quyl n
Sai-Gon luc dé thu nghich viy nilm cla cac ching trinh do CIA thi ¢ hiln ma cé thl dem
din sO t0 tr0 cOa cac vung néng thén, dit ra s de dla cho quyln I0 ¢ cla chinh phi, du rIng
thO c t0 miln qué dang sl p d chung quanh Sai-Gon.

Pilu dang ban [ day la Ahern bac bl y nid m cho rllng v khi chinh cla Vilt COng t0i miln qué
la khi ng b0 . Trong khi khéng chUi cai sU tan bl o th00ng cé, 6ng ta I0p lul n rdng nhilu dan qué
da tl y theo Vit COng, bl ng cl la c6 nhilu dla chl d& dong thull 1ba cho Vilt CO ng, du khéng
bl ép bulic, kI ¢l tinhOng ndidi0c ghitrén bln dl la vung “than thil n” vOi chinh quyd n.

Luln cl nay dic dia ra phlichang d hiu thuln choy nidm cho ring cull¢c chiln t0i miln
Nam Vilt Nam tri0c day la mOt culc “ndi d0y” cla qul n chung, dic bil't 1a dan qué, di biln hi
cho s thOt blicOa CIA, va cla Hoa KO néi chung tli Viot Nam? Va lul'n c0 nay phu hOp vOi
tuyén truy0n cla COng siin BOc Vilt, n0i phat ddng cul ¢ chiln tranh xam chid m midn Nam va
diOc gili truydn thdng, tri thO ¢ thién t0 Tay phi0Ung vO hua.

SO thOt I0ch s ngay nay da c6 dily dil bl ng chllng cho thi'y cul ¢ chilln tranh t0i miln Nam ViOt
Nam t0 nam 1960 din 1975 la do mil n BOc chd mOu, phat dlng, tiln hanh. “M0t Trdn Déan TOc
Gi0i Phéng Mion Nam ” va “Chinh phD Lam thii CO ng Hoa Mion Nam VN” chi |a nhi ng hinh
ndm do CSBV ding ra. HuyOn tholi vl mOt culc “nli dy” da hoan toan sOp a0 vOisO thOt b0i
toan diln cull cullc “t0ng cdng kich” vao diilp TOt MOu Théan 1968, va sau dé CSBV da xé bl

Hil p B0 nh Paris 1973, cdng khai danh chil m mid n Nam b0 ng nhi ng sO doan chl I0c va xe
tang Lién-s6 sau khi Hoa KO da b0 r0i ddng minh Nam Viot Nam.

Thit ra, khéng phUi ddi t0i bay gil, hin 35 nam sau khi CSBV chil m Nam Vilt Nam, m0i cé
mOt nhén vién CIA vilt v sO thOtblicla CO0 quan Tinh bao MO trong chil n tranh Vidt Nam.
Ngay t0 nam 1977, hai nam sau cai chiit cul t0 do t0i Vit Nam, mdt nhan vién CIA khéac, Frank
Snepp, da td dich, dl tung ra cull n sach dil sU “Decent Interval”, phli bay nhl ng holt dl ng bi
mOtvathOtblOicla CIAt0i Vit Nam.

D0 a vao nhillu tai lil u trong cul n “Decent Interval”, c0 Hic gil Phom Kim Vinh cling d&a vilt vl
hoOt dl ng cla CIA trong chiln tranh Vilt Nam ni culn “Gili Phong Vilt Nam - HuyOn Tholi,

Thic TOiva Hy VOng”, xult bln t0i Hoa KO nam 1986, mit trong 36 cull n sach (c0 Vit ngl va
Anh ngll) cla 6ng vilt vl Vilt Nam. DO0i day la nguyén van doln Ong PhO m Kim Vinh vilt vQ
holtding cla CIAt0i Vilt Nam :

“Khi ngl0i ta muln ban din vin dl ‘binh dInh’ theo mit cach khac thi ngdlita phii kI din vai
tro cla cl quan CIA MO trong chil n tranh Vidt Nam . Quan ddi MO ch chiin ddu thiOc sO t0i VN
t0 nam 1965 diln nam 1969, con cl quan CIA da holt ding t0i VN ngay t0 nam 1954. NOu c6
cl quan nao cul MO thdt bdi trong chil n tranh VN thi phUi n6i ring do6 la cU quan CIA.
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“T0i midn Nam VN trong cul ¢ chiln t0 v chOng cOng t0 nam 1954 t0i 1975, huyln tholi ‘Ban
tay 16ng la’ truy0 n t0 ng trong déan gian da gan cho CIA mit s c mdnh phi th00ng, va t0 hdi hOn
nda la huydn thoDi Oy mOc nhién cho ring ¢l quan 0y lam gi cing d0u thOng I0i. SO thOt, trong
nhOng nam chil n tranh da ching t0 dilu nglCOc hdn I0i.

“Khol ng nam 1965, c6 luc cO quan CIA t0i VN da g m trén 600 nhan vién. D6 la s nhan vién
dong nhilt cla CIA t0i hii ngoli, va sl nhan vién 0y chl thua s nhan vién tli ddi b0 n doanh
CIA 0 Virginia, g n thd d6 MO (Frank Snepp, ‘Decent Interval’, Random House Inc, New York
1977, trang 11-12).

“VOi s nhan vién déng dll o nhi thd, va vii ngan khoOn chic chin la phiikhOng IO, c0 quan Oy
dilc gil di lash giup di0c niOc MO chilnthOng dd va mau tli Vit Nam . TO nam 1954 tr0 di,
cl quan CIA da, holc kin dao, hol ¢ I0 lilu, di0u khiOn nhidu n0 10 ¢ ‘binh d0 nh’ mang nhil u
nha&n hilu khac nhau d0 di0t cOng sOn i néng thén Viot Nam. NO I0c cla CIA t0i Blc Vilt
khéng diIc ban t0i 0 day, va cting khéng ¢ n thilt phii ban, vi ID giin di la ndu CIA thanh
cong t0i mi0n BOc VN thi c6 thd culc chiln da chim dit theo chilu hO0ng dli thD ng cho Nam
VN va cho n00c MO r0i. Boln nay sO chl ban vD hai dilu thulc vl holit ding c0a CIA t0i Nam
VN: dolng I0ilam vilc cla cl quan 0y va chiln ddch Phi0ng Hoang.

“SO di ¢ huyOn tholi ‘Ban tay 16ng 1&’ thdi Oy la vi c@ quan CIA da dung mit ph00ng phap ‘mua
tint0c’ r0t bl a bai, va rit kém théng minh. SO ving v kU 10 Oy cang d00c ching t0 trong thOi
gian t0 1969 diin 1972, la thUi gian ma trum cla CIA t0i Nam VN la Theodore Shackley. Cham
ngbn clla Shackley luc Oy la ‘recruit, recruit, and recruit’. Cop di0i ¢l thd nhOm mOt tuy0n mi,
mua tin ma khéng hi b0 n tdm chat nao vO s chinh xac va s hOu ich cul cactin0y.

“Nh0ng ng00i ban tin v cdng sin cho CIAt0i Vit Nam chic da ph0iclUivO0 cung cach lam
vilc cla cl quan tinh bdo trung 00ng cul clng qulc sO mitthd gili. C6é d0 mOi hing ngOUi
cung cllp tin cho CIA. NOu ban di0c mOt vai mOu tin cho CIA di0c kO |a ‘nhéan vién cla CIA’ thi
hii dd c6 ¢l ngan ngl0i 0 midn Nam da lam vilc Oy. Vi tin t0c ‘qua dii dao’ nhd thO nén cO
quan CIA miithang da gii v MO t0i 500 b n bao cao. Di nhién dé cing la con sl k I0c vl bao
caoclacl quany tl tri0c din nay. Va cling di nhién la hOu hOt tin t0c do cac ‘nhéan vién’ lodi
vla ki cung clp dlu ching co6 chut gid trl nao. Nhing ngii 0y chd cOn dlc bao, I00m 0t tin
din diidoé day, ki ¢l tin din dli do chinh cOng sn tung ra, ghép nii l0i cho cé d0u, dubi r0i
ndp cho ¢ quan CIA.

“Dam ngl0i kO trén lam an dilc kha lau, va moi di0c ti0n cla CIA di dang nhD vy clng kha
lau. Cho mai t0i nam 1974, c0 quan 0y mii b0t d0u mO mOt d0 nhin ra ring minh da b0 c0 mOt
dam doéng I0a bl p trdng trl n ma khéng hay bil't gi. D6 miichl la hDuqul 0 ttm micdla
phi0ng (Péng DO0ng va Déng Nam A). Nhin vi t0m mic qulc gia cla ni0c MO, nhi ng b4o
cao sai Ilm hol ¢ v6 nghia do CIA t0 Sai-Gon gli v da dla chinh quyOn MO t0i nhOng quyOdt

dl nh sai I0m vé cung tri m tring c6 0nh hO 0 ng thOt tai h0i cho nO I0c¢ chiln dlu claniOc MO do
giup Nam VN.
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“Ngi0i ko vO Shackley la Thomas Polgar, m0t ng00i MO g0 ¢ Hung-gia-I0i. NOu Shackley mic I0i
IDm t0 hOila ‘ai cng tin, ai n6i gi cling theo’ thi Polgar I0i mOc I0i I0m khac, nhi c nhd hO'n
nhilu, dé 1a s nhim mOt tin theo sO I0a blp va din ditcla trd0ng phai doan Hung va phai
doan Ba Lan trong t0 chlc qulc t0 theo d6i vil ¢ thi hanh thol hilp ngdng bl n ky t0i Paris ngay
27.1.1973. TOi trang 572 cla cul n ‘Decent Interval’, Frank Snepp vilt rdt rd rl ng cac nhan vién
S6 Vilt, Hung, Ba Lan va Phap da thanh cong I0a bl p dilc cl Kissinger I0n Thomas Polgar dl
cho hai ki Dy gi0l cdilo t00ng ring qul thitda co mitcl hiidl thdc hiDn hoa binh theo kiDu
chinh phU Vichy thli Tho chidn ...

“Cho d0n khi clng quan da tiin giln din cla ngd Sai-Gon, nglilita vin con thly Polgar tilp tic
tin r0ng nhO ng gi ma cac tri0ng phai doan Hung va Ba Lan n6i vi 6ng ta diu rIt ddng, va vO n
con ‘hy ving’ clu difc miln Nam. ThOt khé cé thl t00ng t00ng kI cdm ddu ¢l quan CIA 0
mOt chil n tr00ng quan trdng nhi Vilt Nam I0i ngay thd va ngu xu n nh0' Thomas Polgar.”

(ngl ng trich)

Xin nhi ¢ 10, nhO ng dilu Ong PhO m Kim Vinh vilt trén day & d a theo cull n “Decent Interval”
cla Frank Snepp. Nhilng nllu Snepp thi ng tay v ch ra s ngu mulicla clp trén tli Vilt Nam
thi chinh b0 n théan 6ng ta cting khdng cao quy gi. Ngay 0 nhOng trang diu cla cul n sach, 6ng
ta da thu nhi n gia nhip CIA nam 1968 chll la di tranh phli nhOp ngl sang Vilt Nam, va sau
bl n ndm phic v t0i Au Chau dl0c phai tli Vilt Nam thi Snepp da nghil m nhién tr thanh mit
“chuyén vién vl cac viin dl BOc Vit cia CIA!

VO Chiln ddch Phi0ng Hoang, Ong Phim Kim Vinh vil t nhi sau:

“Ai cling bilt r0 ng nhi ng cull ¢ hanh quén I0n nhi cla chinh quydn qul ¢ gia va ding minh
khéng bao gill kéo dai. Cho riéng dilu 0y da néi I1én s vé ich cla hanh dllng quan sO rli, vi
hanh ding 0y khéng dillit di0c ‘s0 co mdtthdOng tric’ c0a clng sin tli néng thén, va khéng
lam cho chinh bl n can b0 cOng sOn khilp sO. Chiln d0ch Philng Hoang dang diil ¢ coi la
phi0ng phap ‘di dic trl d0c’, nghia la ciing a&m thi'm tim va giltcan b0 cing sintrongnd I0c
dift c0 sO cla chang t0i thén qué. Ngi Ui dil u khil n chil' n dO ch nay la William Colby, va chiln
dich Oy, til c thay, chl kéo dai t0 sau TOt MOu Théan 1968 cho t0i nam 1971.

“Chinh Colby vil't rdng ‘khO u cung cac can bl cling sOn bl b0t hol ¢ dJu hang khai r ng chang
kho thD nhOt trong thii kO cé Chilln d0ch PhoOng Hoang’ (William Colby, ‘Honorable Men — My
Life In The CIA’, Simon & Schuster 1978, trang 276). Cling trong sach Dy, tli trang 272, Colby
ghi cac thing IDido chilndich Oy ditdilct0 1968 t0i 1971: 17,000 can bl clng sUn dlu hang
va dic an x4, 28,000 tén b0 bOt sOng, 20,000 tén bl gilt. Chl cé 12% chit vi clnh sat holc
I0c 100ng chinh quy VNCH hanh quén.” (ngd ng trich)

Chiln ddch Phi0ng Hoang phii chim dit vi “phong trao phi n chidn” 1én cao lam di t0i MO va
bao chi t0 phai Tay ph00ng xum vao chil trich, vu cdo la chidn dich “am sat dan qué vo tii”.
Thang 7 nam 1971, William Colby da phlira dilu trin trd0c ThiOng Vion MO va b0 chitvin got
gao, thIm chi b0 bullc phlithd khéng cé ai bl gilt |0 m trong Chiln dl ch Phi0ng Hoang! D1
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nhién 6ng Colby khéng th0 thD vO mOt dilu ngd ngdn nho vOy. TOc thi bdo chi MO hé hoan 1én
“nh0 vOy la tha nhOn c6 &m sat”!

Chi c6tlind0c MO micé si phd diln dlo dic trong chiln tranh kilu 0y. Trong khi khéng ¢ ai
hii xem Viot ClOng da gilt bao nhiéu ngi0i vé t0i, di0n hinh la vO thOm sat TOt MOu Than t0i
Hul.

Bay gil tr0 I0i vOil0p luln cho rdng chilntranh 0 Nam Vilt Nam la mOtculc ndiddy cul quin
chung, dic bilt la t0i miln qué. SO thit, tuydt d0i da sO dan qué midn Nam VN khéng bao gil
“n0i ddy” ching chinh phl Sai-Gon. Sau nam 1955, chl ¢é mOt s than nhan cla nhlng can
binh cing sindatip kitraBOc co lién hD vii Vilt COng. Trong thdi khang chilln chi ng Phap,
viblOn chOtdln gidn, hao hilp va yéu ni0c, ngdidan qué midn Nam VN cling oan ghét thic
dan Phap va cling da tham gia khang chil'n, va nhi th0, h da c6 mit “m0i tinh” vO i khang
chidn ma khoéng bilt da bl clng sin I0idlng.

Cho din khi dit ni0c chia d6i, mOt chinh quydn quUc gia ching cing di0c thiltI0p t0i miln
Nam , va can b0 cling siin n0m vung bit d0u hoOt ding, ngl0i dan qué miidin din hiCu ra hO
dang U trong cl nh “trén de d00i bua”. Can bl cl ng sUn nIm vung thi hanh mOt chinh sach hai
mOt dl “n0m” thén qué: vl a tuyén truyln di di, via de dila va khi' ng bl. NhIng ng0Ui thi ¢ sl
theo cling siin, holt dlng cho clng sin tli miln qué rOt it. PhOn nhilu chO vi sO hai ma phli
til p tay cho chang, che gil'u chang, tilp t0 cho chung, cung cl p tin t0 ¢ cho chang, déng thul
cho chung.

Ai cé thic sO sOng t0i thén qué miln Nam VN trong nhi ng nam chill n tranh mOi hidu ndi sO hai
b0 Viot COng tring phOt ra sao, kI ¢l dOi vili nhO ng ngl Ui sOng trong vung do qul ¢ gia “kilm
soat ban ngay”.

COng sn BOc Vilt da thanh céng trén mit trd n tuyén truyl n khi vO ra hinh Dnh ngd0i “chiln st
gili phéng” vii bl ba ba den, vOi dbi dép rau, vii chil ¢ khan rin quang ¢, va vli chilc ma tai
béo trén dllu. Chinh hinh 0nh nay da danh I0a va chinh phlc di0c cO m tinh cla dam “tri thi c
mO ng0” t0i MO va Tay phi0ng, nhing vii mOt nhan vién tinh bao CIA clp chl huy trong ba
thO p nién t0ng holt ddng t0i ViDt Nam ma na6i rIng dan qué miln Nam da t0 nguyldn déng “thul
lug@” cho VC thi la di0u khé hid u.

Va, gillng nhi cac tac gi0 vilt vO chiln tranh Vi0t Nam trong th0i gian gl n day, Thomas Ahern

cting so sanh nhi ng “bai hic Viot Nam” vli cull ¢ chil n t0i Afghanistan hidn nay ma 6ng ta cho

ring c6 “nh0ng sO gillng nhau khé thl bac bl” (compelling similarities) d0 rdi dla ra nh ng cau
hiivDO sO khon ngoan clla Hoa KO khi I0i phOm I0i [0m da lam t0i Vi0t Nam la cO t0o d0ng mOt

chinh th0 dan chi t0i Afghanistan.

Qur thit cé nhi ng cai gil ng nhau gilla chil'n tranh t0i Vit Nam tr0 0 ¢ day va chil'n tranh t0i
Afghanistan hil n nay, nhO ng cé mOt dil u khac can bl n: chil n tranh t0i Afghanistan la mOt cul c
ndidly clamitbd phin dan Afghanistan, chiln tranh t0i Nam Vilt Nam tr00c day la mOt culc
xam I00c t0 bén ngoai (COng sin BOc Vilt) vao mit qulc gia cé chd quydn (Vilt Nam COng
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Hoa) diOc hIn 100 nO0c nhin nhi n va thidt I0p bang giao.

Nh0 ng, du gil ng hay khac, ngi i MO cling dang ap di ng nhi ng bai hi ¢ ti Vit Nam cho chil'n
trud ng Afghanistan va CIA I0i dang gil mOt vai trd quan trdng, va phii chang dang tai ph0 m m0t
I0i 10m tai hOi: “recruit, recruit, and recruit”? Bl ng cO la v n0 bom mOi day t0i b0 n doanh cla
CIA 0 Khost, Afghanistan, gay thilt mdng cho 7 nhan vién CIA, kO cO nglCichl huy. ThO phO'm
la mOt gian dil p d6i da dilc CIA tuydn mi d0 xam nhi p hang ngd al Qaeda, va hin da gilu
bom trong ngl i dd cho nd tung gila culc hOp cOa ClA.

V0O nay latlnthOt0n nhOt cOa CIA t0 nhilu nam nay, v nhan s cting nh0 vO thanh danh. N6

la mOt don n ng danh vao nhing huyln tholi cla ¢l quan tinh bao Hoa KO diiIc nhilu ngl0i
coi la “vi'n nang”, c6 thl lam b0t c0 “mission impossible” nao.
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